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Giraffe women emerge from a forgotten world 



Fry s Oscar declares 
his genius 

18/WGmEN 

The new care er fear 
I TODAY’S "NEWS 


Sixth formers pay up 

Soofr form colleges are charging students fees of up 
to-£I20 00 enrol for A-level courses despite the fact 
that the law says tuition must be free for students up 
- to the age of 18. A survey by The Independent shows 
that two-thirds of colleges are charging by asking 
students to pay registration fees or to contribute 
towards books. Pafie 3 

Carpetbaggers outed 

Britain’s largest remaining building society, the 
Nationwide, has introduced a scheme to deter 
carpetbaggers, by forcing new customers to donate 
any future windfall bonuses to charity. Page 4 

Road-rage clue 

Police have released vital details about the car used 
by a road-rage driver to ram the back of a young 
couple’s vehicle and force them off the road to their 
deaths. It is believed that the driver of the 
light-coloured saloon deliberately slammed into the 
back of the couple’s car. three times because he was 
angry they were keeping to the speed limit. Page 6 

Paedophiles reined in 

Ministers are looking at a package of new measures 
to protect children from abuse, including banning sex 
offenders from places where they might be likely to 
re-offend. The measures could be introduced first in 
Scotland. Page 5 

Whitehall cull? 

John Major’s former press secretary, Jonathan 
Has lam, yesterday became the seventh senior 
Whitehall press officer to resign or move post since 
the election. The departure of a third of 
government information chiefs heightened suspicions 
. that a Whitehall cull is being carried out by Mr 
Haslams successor at Number 10, Alastair Campbell. 
Tony Blair’s chief press secretary, and Peter 
Mandelson, the minister without portfolio. Page 10 

Shell goes green 

By 2050, half the world’s energy is going to come 
from renewable sources such as sunshine, wind, 
running water and green plants rather than from oil, 
gas. coal and nudear fission, according to a scenario 
set out by the Shell oil company yesterday. It said it 
would be investing £300m over the next five years in 
expanding its capacity to make solar cells and in 
growing trees to be burnt In electricity -generating 
power stations. It is a shift environmentalists have 
long been demanding. Page 15 

SEEN & HEARD 

The mystery of what some people keep in their 
private bank safes has been solved. Not ingots of 
gold bullion but bars of stolen soap - and a ham 
salad. These were among the more unusual items 
discovered when a fire at the Credit Lyonnais bank in 
Paris forced staff to open the boxes. Other less 

conventional, ‘frems were a felt hat, jam and a bottle 

° f Howwer, 1 he more obvious trappings of wealth 
were also ufiearthed. One customer emptied his safe 
of about 100 paintings, including some by Picasso, 
Matisse and Chagall - kept at the bank befcause he 
already hatf ZOOO hanging in his home. 


YV'EATH E R The Eye, page 26 
■TELEVISION The Eye, page 28 
CROSSWORDS Page 32 and 
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Elderly Padaung women, known as giraffe women, wear- 
ing the traditional metal coil 5 that are supposed to enhance 

their beauty. 

About 50,000 Padaung survive in eastern Burma, one 
of the hundreds of small ethnic groups that have been cut 


off from the woridby Burma’s secretive military regime, 
which is at war with some of them and bars most visitors 
from the border region. 

The metal rings are first fitted to girls’ necks, oiled with 
coconut and royal jelly, when they are 10. More are added 


at two-year intervals until they marry. But such customs are 
fast dying out under the pressures of war and assimilation. 

Photograph from The Vanishing Tribes of Burma, by 
fUchard KDirar\ published at £40 next month by WeidenfeJd 
& Nicolson 


Smokers’ families 25% 
more likely to get cancer 





Shocking new research results 
show that living with a sriioker 
increases the risk of heart disease 
and cancer by a quarter. Our 
Health Editor says the finding 
increases the likelihood of a 
Government ban on smoking In 
public places. ' 


Tfcns of thousands of people die prema- 
turely each year as a result of years spent 
breathing tobacco smoke in the air around 
them. Scientists say that non-smokers who 
live with a smoker have a 23 per cent in- 
creased risk of heart disease and a 26 per 
cent increased risk of lung cancer, even 
though they inhale only 1 per cent of the 
smoke. 

It makes little difference whether the 
person you live, with smokes ten or 60 cig- 
arettes a day. The lethal dose is lower than 
has been realised and any extra exposure 
makes only a small difference. 

The finding, by researchers from the 
Wolfson Institute for Preventive Medicine 
in London, is the most definitive evidence 
yet of the dangers of passive smoking and 
will add to the tobacco industry’s woes. It 
suggests that the Government could cut 
heart disease deaths at a stroke by banning 
smoking in public places - an achievement 
that 20 years of cajoling about the nation's 
diet has failed to secure. 

TfessaJcweli, minister for public health, 
said that the findings of the study, which 
was commissioned by the health depart- 
ment, inade a “compelling case’ 4 for action. 
The Government is to publish a White Pa- 
per on tobacco control, expected next 
month. 

“These are shocking figures, bearing in 
mind these are people who choose not to 
srnpfce ... Wfe are considering action to pro- 
mote more smoke-free public places. It is 
not fair that people have no choice but to 
endure cigarette smoke, especially in the 
light of its known harmful effects, ’ Ms Jow- 
ell said 


Unprecedented security surrounded re- 
lease of the research which is published in 
tomorrow’s British Medical Journal. Its ed- 
itor, Dr Richard Smith, said he feared the 
tobacco industry might seek an injunction 
preventing distribution of the journal be- 
cause it would strengthen the hand of non- 
smokers who had contracted lung cancer and 
were considering legal action. 

The researchers analysed 19 studies of 
heart disease involving 6,600 cases and 37 
studies of lung cancer involving 4,600 cas- 
es. They say they were astonished by the re- 
sults on heart disease which were not 
expected. 

Dr Malcolm Law, one of the authors, 
said: “We bad always thought the risks of 
smoking were proportional to the amount 
smoked In the case of heart disease, they 


BY JEREMY 
LAURANCE 


aren't That is what is novel about this re- 
search." ■ 

The finding shows that a small exposure 
to tobacco has a large effect on heart dis- 
ease. Although non-smokers breathe only 
1 per cent of the smoke taken by smokers 
their risk of heart disease rises by almost one 
third of that of smokers (whose risk is in- 
creased by 80 per centJ. Tbe reason is, the 
researchers say, that the body's blood-dot- 
‘ ring system is very sensitive to small amounts 
of smoke. 

Lung cancer is 2D-fold higher in smok- 
ers but the risk in this case is proportional 
to the amount smoked. Passive smokers suf- 
fer a 25 percent increase in risk despite ab- 
sorbing only one per cent of the smoke. 

In health terms, the finding on heart dis- 
ease is more important because, unlike lung 
cancer, it is common among non-smokers 
and any increase in risk translates into thou- 
sands of extra cases. 


But in legal terms, the finding on lung 
cancer is more important because a non- 
smoker who lives with a smoker and de- 
velops lung cancer could have a case 
against a tobacco company. It would be 
much harder for a non-smoker to prove 
that heart disease was the direct result of 
living with a smoker. 

The finding will require the tobacco in- 
dustry to re-write advertisements such as 
that put out by Philip Morris which com- 
pared the risks of passive smoking to drink- 
ing a glass of mOk or eating a biscuit. - 

An editorial in the BMJ dismisses the 
advertisement as “inane" and compares 
it to the industry's denials of the hazards 
of active smoking in past decades. 

The British Medical Association said 
the research was the latest blow to the to- 
bacco manufacturers in little more than 
a week. 

A major UK cancer charity has an- 
nounced plans to refuse funds to re- 
searchers who accept “tainted” tobacco 
money, airline attendants in the US have 
won a $300m (£190m) settlement for the 
effects of passive smoking, new research 
published in the UK medical journal 
Thorax shows children of mothers who 
smoke suffer 70 per cent more respirato- 
ry illnesses and a report from the US En- 
vironmental Protection Agency in 
California linked passive smoking to cat 
death, heart disease and asthma. 

Dr Bill O'Neill, science and research 
adviser to the BMA, said: “The new evi- 
dence has lessons for individual smokers 
who are exposing their loved ones to need- 
less risk, as well as employers, pub and 
restaurant owners who all have a respon- 
sibility to eliminate tobacco smoke from 
public places. 

“The tobacco industry must now stop 
its pathetic attempts to made the evidence 
and accept that cigarettes not only harm 
and kill those who smoke them, they harm 
■ and kill non-smokers, too." 

A spokesman for the Tobacco Manu- 
facturers' Association said it would ex- 
amine the study and take note of its 
findings. 






Our Bonus Postal Account gives you a return of between 
7.20% gross C.AJI. for a minimum balance of £2,000 and up 
to 770% gross C.A.R. for balances over £100,000. 

And, if rou need access to your money immediately, you can get 
at it bv post, without delay. To open an account, simply call Abbey 
National Direct, quoting reference AS05Y. V ■' ■' v ~ 


0800 174 635 


:■•/ -w V* ' 


i f&Kl 

l&v. ) SR 

► j ' 


Lines are open Monday lo Friday 9am to 5pm and Saturday 9am to lp» To assist us to 
improving amr service, w may record or monitor telephone calls. You may be able to 
register with us in receive interest grass; otherwise it nil] be psid net of income Cue at 
the prescribed r ate, Rates nuv nrv. The minimum inve stm ent is £2,000. 71709s gron 
C.A.R. and 7.20% gross C.A.R. include a boras of gross C.A.R.. Thb bonus is based 
on the minim um balance Tor that quarter and u payable each quarter that the h a bitue of 
the account does not Tall below i?.000. The Compounded Annual Rate (C.A.R.) la 
(be equivalent annual rate that would be paid if interest, which is paid quarterly, 
was credited to the account. Abfce> National and the Umbrella Couple symbol are 
trademark* of Abbev National pic. Abbey House, Baker Street, London NW1 SXL. 



©9Q 


0 Oft •• 


■v . 





T H F 1 *> r* t : F ***-• ; N ; 




i: octOJ'F *■ 


2/BRIEFING 


S 


% COLUMN ONE PEOPLE 


UPDATE 


Nature keeps a balance 
as tiny creature vanishes 


Extinctions are the greatest of tragedies. An entire species is lost for eter- 
nity. But even the most romantic and dedicated of marine biologists most 
admit that the world may be able to get along without IvelTs sea anemone, 
news of whose demise emerged yesterday. 

It was discovered 24 years ago in a small, salt-water lagoon at Shore- 
ham, on the West Sussex seaside, by Richard Ivell, a graduate zoology 
student at Oxford University. It was quite new to science, and was ov- 
en the official name Edwardsia iyeULTb have a creature named after you 
is a great coup for any biologist, even more so for a young one. 

Mr Ivell s find was only three millimetres long, and almost colour- 
less. It spent most of its life burrowing in the uppermost layer of mud 
in the lagoon; it had nine tentacles, each about six millimetres long, which 
it spread out through the ooze in search of food. 

The creature was only ever found in that one location on a few oc- 
casions. When the lagoon, cut off from the sea by a shingle bank, was 
thoroughly searched a few years later, in 1983, the anemone - a fairly 
simple kind of animal - had disa pp ea red . 

Last month, a marine biology consultant carried out a new and ex- 
haustive search, commissioned, by the World Wide Fund for Nature. He 
loo failed to find the anemone and so the fund is pronouncing the species 
extinct. All that remains are a few pickled specimens iu little jars, kept 
at the Oxford Museum. 

“This is a sad day for British conservation,” said fniinm Rankin e, of 
WWF-UK. “It does not bode well for the future to lose such a rare species." 
He speculates that changes in salinity and temperature in the lagoon were 
to blame. The sea anemone was one of 1 16 very rare or declining British 
plant and animal species covered by “action p lans " agreed between the 
Government and the nation's leading wildlife conservation bodies, such 
as WWF. The action plan for this species consisted mainly of trying to 
find h. The man who formally introduced the species to the scientific world 
is Richard Manuel, a technician at Oxford University who wrote a paper 
describing the anemone in great detail in the Journal of Natural History. 
And he believes it may not be extinct “Perhaps it lives in other coun- 
tries, but never has been found and described. There are saline lagoons 
on the other side of the Channel in France with crystal dear water - per- 
haps it lives there," he said. Mr Ivell, by the way, now lives in Germany. 

The last species unique to Britain to enter the eternal night of ex- 
tinction was a grass, Bromus interruptus. But not quite. It only actually 
died out in the wild in 1972, but lives on a botanical garden. 

But even as we lose one species, we gain another. For nature con- 
servationists. yesterday’s other big news was the announcement that the 



little egret (above) has begun breeding in Britain. Global wanning may 
be the explanation. 

H is a small, snowy white heron which fives in the Middle East and 
along the shores of the Mediterranean. But this sub-tropical spedes has 
gradually been moving north. Before the war it was unknown in Britain, 
but its numbers have been creeping up as it flies over from northern 
France. Several hundred can be present along the south coast of Eng- 
land at the same time. The question was - when would they become 
breeding residents? The Wildlife Trusts. a nationwide coalition of coun- 
ty conservation groups, said it had proof that the egrets have now nest- 
ed and successfully raised young for two years at two sites along the Doiset 
Coast, one of them Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour. 

— Nicholas Sdwon 
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Clarke faces the music over new tobacco job 


S 22 S 2 SS 
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compete with the supermarkets but should makeit J* V. •' 

to oversee the independent sector of the grocery trade and encourage pub- 
lic understanding of food hygiene. Oenda Cooped'- 


It looked as though Kenneth Qarke had never had 
it so good. Having shrugged off his defeat by Wiliam 
Hague for the leadership of the Conservative Par- 
ty, the cigar-loving former Chancellor yesterday 
picked up a lucrative directorship with a tobacco 
conglomerate, made his debut as a disc jockey and 
starred in an Oxford Union debate. 

But. after emerging as Nottinghamshire's answer 
to Chris Evans and Zoe Ball, the day began to spin 
out of control as Mr Clarke came under withering 
fire for accepting a seat on the board of the cigarette 
giant, British American Tobacco (BAT). 

* As a former Health Secretary, Clarke should be 
ashamed of himself," said Clive Bates, director of 
Action on Smoking and Health. “Clarke's move 
ag ain reveals the last government's cosy links with 
the tobacco industry.” 

Before being attacked for accepting his third high- 
ly paid job in the City after leaving the Treasury, 
the former Chancellor had moved effortlessly from 
spinning reports about the "booming" British 
economy to spinning jazz records as a part-time DJ. 
“Jazz is a serious business - so serious. I'm prepared 
to do it free and for love," he said. 

But, as Mr Clarke was preparing to play for the 
love of it, he also announced he had secured the 


nice Utile earner with the tobacco company. BAT 
refused to disclose his salary, but it could run into 
six figures. Mr Clarke is also non-executive chair- 
man of UniChem, the chemists group, for which be 
is paid a salary of £120,000 For between one-and- 
a-half and two days a week. 

As Home Secretary, Mr Qarke (above) once ap- 
pointed Sir Patrick Sheeby, then chairman of BAX 
to investigate police pay and promotion- Sir Patrick 
left the company two years ago, but Mr Clarke will 
join the board as non-executive deputy chairman, 
the company said. He is also non-executive direc- 
tor of Foreign & Colonial Investment Trust, the UK’s 
oldest fund manager, where he earns £18,000 for 
one day a month attending a board meeting. 

An habitue of jazz clubs such as Ronnie Scott’s 
since the Sixties, Mr Qarke last night was offering 
local listeners a wide range of jazz music "from King 
Oliver to Ornette Coleman". 

To round off his day, as his recorded jazz show 
went out, Mr Qarke headed off for the Oxford 
Union, to join John Redwood and Alan Duncan in 
a censure debate on the Blair government 
The perfect end to a profitable, but controver- 
sial, day. 

— Cotin Brown 
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Skaters in a spin over headaches 
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Skaters who go into a spin are at higher risk of migraine, scientists have ! 
found. Spins performed by freestyle skaters appear to mimic migraine by 
forcing blood away from the centre of the brain. During a migraine at-/ 
tack, blood vessels inside the head contract, starting the brain of Wood - 
in a wnilar way. Researchers in the United States found that 22 per cent • 


Beckinsale leaves her mark on a city pavement 


of skaters who performed spins suffered from migraine, compared with 
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Actress Kate Beckinsale is revelling in the success 
of her new film. Shooting Fish. Premiered this week 
at the Odeon West End in London's Leicester 
Square, the film is gamering good reviews despite 
being rejected two television companies. Eventu- 
ally it was made with the help of a £lm lottery grant 

Asked if she thinks the pan lottery-funded movie 
will be a hit she said: “I don’t know if people will 
like this but we had a great time making it." 

BedonsaJe is currently filming Broke Down 
Palace in New York, about two girls imprisoned in 
Thailand for heroin smuggling. 

Ms Beckinsale left the gala first night after leav- 
ing her mark in plaster for Leicester Square’s pave- 
ment handprint display. She joins an illustrious line 
of actors there, including Arnold Schwarzenegger 
and Michael Caine. 


4 per cent who avoided spins. Although it is impossible to say whether the 
sport causes migraine or merely tips someone with a tendency into an at- 
tack, the researchers say almost two thirds of skaters with migraine say 
their problems began after taking it up. 

— Jeremy Laurance 
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Retail cards take more of the credit 


Sales via retail credit cards have more than doubled since 1993, accord- 
ing to a new report. Retail Credit Cards , but unless they offer the right in- 
centives and benefits they could lose out to other credit cards. 

Among the adult population more than four out of five now own one 
or more plastic cards with almost 97 million cards in issue. 

But the increasingly competitive credit card market retail credit cards;, 
currently offer the customer little incentive to choose them over other forms^, 
of plastic says Mintel, who published the report ^ 

• Retail Credit Cards is available from Mintel price £545: 0171-606 6000 

— Oenda Cooper 


Tonypandy denounced by former Tory MP 


Lord Tbnypandy, the revered Commons Speaker 
who died last monlh aged 88. was denounced by 
a distinguished historian and former Tory MP to- 
day as "an arrogant sanctimonious, deceitful and 
malicious bully". 

And, in the astonishing attack. Sir Robert 
Rhodes James said there were those who regard- 
ed him “as a fraud and a charlatan, eager to bend 
the knee to anyone above his station and thinly con- 
temptuous of anyone deemed to be below it". 

Sir Robert, who was a clerk of the House of 
Commons before he became an MP. will stoke up 
outrage at this onslaught which appears in the Spec- 
tator magazine under the heading "Not As Nice 
as All That". He recalls: "My first encounter with 
George {George Thomas was his original name] 


was in the early 1960s, when I was a clerk of the 
House of Commons and be was chairing his first 
standing committee. It was a fairly insignificant com- 
mittee dealing with private members’ bills, but 
George behaved as though he was the new head- 
master of a turbulent school which needed to be 
taught a severe lesson. His harshness was direct- 
ed less at the Members than at the hapless officials; 
he bawled out the policeman at the door for not 
closing it on lime; he was nasty to the Hansard re- 
porter 1 ;; he treated me with contemptuous disdain 
... Unsurprisingly, we deeply disliked him, regard- 
ing him as an arrogant, sanctimonious, deceitful and 
malicious bully." 

He added: ‘‘The mutual antipathy between him 
and the clerks was to survive during his Speakership". 
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Australia (dollars) 

2.12 

Italy (lira) 

2,704 

Austria (schillings) 

1934 

Japan (yen) 

193.09 

Belgium (francs) 

5634 

Malta (lira) 

0.61 

Canada ($) 

2.19 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.io - 

Cyprus (pounds) 

031 

Norway (kroner) 

(1.18 

Denmark (kroner) 

MS 4 

Portugal (escudos) 

278.49 

France (francs) 

932 

Spain (pesetas) 

231.74 

Germany (marks) 

Z76 

Sweden (kroner) 

12.02 ft 

Greece (diachmei) 

436.66 

Switzerland (francs) 
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Hong Kong ($) 

12.17 

Turkey (lira) 

276,195 
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1.07 

USA ($) 
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Botham finds 
himself on a 
sticky wicket 


7.30 FOR 8 


by Chris Priestley 


“Whatever was the name 
of that chap who was Prime Minister 
this time last year?” 


Ah. how quickly we forget But you can always look up the answer with LineOne. the invaluable 
information and Internet service. LineOne carries archives of leading British newspapers 
going back over twelve months, so it's simple to refer back to last year's major stories. 


Try UneOne and the internet FREE. Call 0800 111 210 . 
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Former England cricket captain 
Ian Botham yesterday hit back at 
his former solicitors after they 
served a writ on him for alleged- 
ly not paying them £100.000 in fees. 

The firm, Swepstone Walsh, has 
demanded the payment in full of 
legal hills relating to Botham's ill- 
fated libel action against former 
Pakistan cricket captain. Imran 
Khan. 

But Botham countered in a 
statement released by his new so- 
licitors, Meer. Care & Desai. say- 
ing he was “extremely surprised 
and hurt at this totally unjustified 
course of action”. The statement 
continued: "Ian Botham has today 
been served with a writ by his for- 
mer solicitors, Swepstone and 
Vfalsh, alleging non-payment of 
their fees. 

"Mr Botham has already paid 
a substantial sum on account of 
their fees. He has, on profession- 
al advice, made no further payment 
until the receipt of a detailed and 
itemised bill. 

“The matter has been placed in 
the hands of new solicitors acting 
for Mr Botham.” 

Botham and former England 
colleague Allan Lamb sued Imran 
for libel in the High Court last year, 
but last the ease. 
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Sixth-formers 
forced to pay 
to study for 
A-levels 


iXtJi-form colleges are 
charging students up- 
frpnt fees of up to £120 

to enrol for A-levels 

courses although, by law, 
tuition must be free for 
students up to the age of 
Lucy Ward and Louise 
Hancock found cash- 
strapped colleges asking 
parents to bail them 
out. 


More than two-thirds of sixth 
form colleges are asking stu- 
dents to pay registration fees or 
contribute towards books or ex- 
agination costs, accor ding ^ 
* Independent survey 

Though some are charging as 
little as £5 or £10, many more, 
particularly in affluent areas of 
the South-east, are asking for 
sums of £ 100 or more, generat- 
ing tens of thousands of pounds 
annually for college foods. 

Principals say they are levy- 
ing charges or asking for named 
voluntary contributions with 
great reluctance, but insist they 
must find alternative sources of 
income when state funding is 
too low to protect quality. They 
protest that colleges are being 
expected to compete for stu- 
dents with school sixth forms 

t despite receiving si gnifican tly 
lower funding. 

The growing trend, which 
has seen dozens of sixth form 
colleges introduce or raise 
charges or requests for contri- 
butions this term, is raising 
alarm among many principals. 

They warn that “hidden 
charging^, which is not being 
monitored nationally, is con- 
cealing serious inadequacies 
in the funding of sixth-form 
education. 


The issue will also raise 
questions for the Government 
over how for private individu- 
als should be asked to subsides 
state education. Ministers have 
already taken the decision to 
charge students for part of 
their university tuition fees 
from next year. 

Legally, sixth-form colleges 
are not permitted to charge tu- 
ition fees for full-time students 
aged 16 to 18, but each insti- 
tution is free to charge for 
registration, exam fees or books 
and other materials. 

The Independent's survey of 
60 colleges - just over half the 
total - revealed examples such 
as the College of Richard Col- 
lyer in Horsham, West Sussex, 
where students are asked to pay 
a £120 registration fee for their 
two-year course, and buy their 
own books and materials at an 
estimated cost of £26 a year. 

The fee, up from £100 last 
year, brought in £60,000 this 
year, and the college saved 
£26,000 on books and materi- 
als. Charges are waived for 
low-income families. 

At The Sixth Form College, 
Farnborough, which gained 
one of the best inspection re- 
ports in die sector, new students 
paid a £1 00 registration fee this 
term. Dr John Guy, the prin- 
cipal, who has raised concerns 
over colleges' financial position 
with the Department for Edu- 
cation and Employment, said: 
“College governors introduced 
the fee in order to protect the 
high quality of education 
demonstrated by our inspection 
report." 

The Further Education 
Funding Council, the quango 
which distributes funding to cal- 
Tegesi, pledged yesterday to ex- - 
amine the growth of charging 
after being questioned on the 
trend by The Independent. 



AU things nice: Spice Girl dolls will be on the shelves this Christinas, but not for long; limited stocks mean that stores will sell out within minutes Photograph: Philip Meech 

What they really, really want for Christmas - and won’t get 


Spice Girl dolls will be on sale 
this Christmas. But only 
between 75,000 and 100,000 
will make It to the shops - 
and then not until the end of 
the second week in 
December. 

Kkn Sengupta fears this will 
be a recipe for *toy rage’. 


Expectations from children would 
be sky high, and the pressure on 
their fathers and mothers intense; 
and some, say the toy shops, will see 
foiling to get a Spice Girl doQ as a 
failure in their parenting duties. 


Whiting in a queue for hours just 
to see the last little Posh or Scary 
disappear in front of your eyes 
could well be enough to send nor- 
mally mild-mannered people into 
“toy rage". 

The problem has grown in tan- 
dem with the dramatic hype-driven 
rise in the popularity of designer toys. 
Ninja Turtles, BuzzLightyears, Tele- 
tubbies and Spice Giris will, say ob- 
servers, be the sociological signposts 
in the study of this phenomenon. 

The British Association of Toy 
Retailers has held meetings with 
shop-owners on hew to cope with ag- 
gressive customers, and they are to 
print leaflets advising shops. The En- 
tertainer Group, the fastest growing 


toy chain in the country, is planning 
a courses on the matter next year. 

But one person's frustration is 
another's commercial opportunity. 
The shortage of the prized toys had 
led to a black market. “Toy touts" 
and their agents are queuing up to 
get the toys and then sell at a prof- 
it. The Spice Dolls are due to be re- 
tailed at just under £20 each, but 
could be resold for four times that 
amount. 

The Dolls were originally due to 
be released next year. But as the 
highly managed profile of the band 
went up and up, the decision was 
taken to rurii through production for 
the festive season. The most the 
manufacturers, Toy Options Ltd, can 


hope to have in the stores is between 
75,000 to 100,000 -a fraction of the 
expected demand. 

One of the main reasons for the 
lack of supply, says the company, has 
been more than two months of ne- 
gotiations with the band and its man- 
agement about the product As 
well as their various advisers, all the 
members of the group were keen to 
check every detail. 

“The girls know this will be a sort 
of public heritage of them, and they 
want to get this absolutely right," 
said one executive. A prototype, 
which had Posh Spice smiling, had 
to be scrapped because of course, 
her speciality is pouting. 

The company intends to ration 


out the limited supply of the dolls, 
made in China, equitably among the 
outlets. This means most small 
neighbourhood stores would get just 
a few, or none at alL Even larger 
chains, like the Entertainer Group 
will get around 25 at their shops - 
which will go in about 20 minutes. 

Gerry Masters, secretary of the 
BATR said: “ The supply of spice 
Girls is certainly nothing like 
enough. You can easily add a zero 
to that number and still sell the loL 
We do fear there will be a toy rage, 
some customers seems to think 
there is some kind of conspiracy be- 
tween the manufacturers and the 
shops to keep publicity and prices 
up. This of course is not the case". 


‘ Nanny hated family and called boy a brat, claims witness 


Prosecution counsel 
trought out their key 
vitness yesterday in the 
nurder trial of British 
tanny Louise 
A/bod ward. But, writes 
tavkf Ushome, 

Kathleen Sorabella 
foundered under 
lefence cress 
xami nation. 

jathleen Sorabella, daixning to 
are met Louise Wbodward last 
sar, said the teenage nanny 
rid her at that time that she 
ated the family she worked for. 
he claimed Ms Woodward 
lid that the youngest of the 
lildren in her care, the infant 
i£ fa accused of killing, was 
ussy” and a “brat". 

; Ms Sorabella. 30, recount- 
i meeting Ms Woodward in a 
icue for the musical Rem in 
jston last winter. She said the 
icounter took .place a few 
seks after Ms Woodward be- 
in working last November 
r Deborah and Sunil Happen, 


looking after their two children. 

Charged with first degree 
murder, Ms Woodward is ac- 
cused of fatally assaulting the 
Eappens’ youngest child, 
Matthew, who was eight-and- 
a-taalf months old at the time, 
on 4 February by violently 
shaking him and slamming his 
head against a hard surface. 
The boy died bn 9 February. 

Mis Sorabella claimed Ms. 
Woodward said of the Eappen 
home: “That the parents were 
very demanding, that she didn't 
like them, that they told her 
what to do and they told her 
what time to be in at night-" 

Of the children, Ms Sora- 
bella quoted the defendant as 
complaining that they were 
“spoiled, that they were-fussy, 
that the baby was fossy all the 
rime," and that the baby was a 
“brat”. 

Defence lawyers for Ms 
Woodward, however, entered 
into evidence documents aimed 
at discrediting Ms Sorabella as 
a witness. They produced pa- 
pers for a car credit application 
signed by Ms Sorabella earlier 
this year demonstrating that she 


bad been untruthful about her 
earnings and her education 
record and that she had con- 
cealed a bankruptcy of several 
years ago. 

“I hope all the rest of their 
witnesses are like that,” an ap- 
parently relieved Gary Wood- 
ward, the father of Louise, 
remarked outside the court af- 
ter Ms SorabeUa's testimony. 

Louise’s mother, Susan 
Woodward, expects to be the 
first witness called to the stand 
when the defence begins its 
case, perhaps as early as today. 

The examination and cross- 
examination of Ms Sorabella re- 
vealed a fascination shared by 
her and Ms Woodward with the 
Boston production of JRent. Ms 
Sorabella conceded she had 
seen the show 40 times, once 
even sleeping out overnight to 
get tickets. The court also 
heard that Ms Woodward sim- 
flariy saw the show many times 
and had apparently struck up 
social contacts with some mem- 
bers of the cast. 

While she was evidently un- 
easy on the stand. Ms Sorabella 

none the less offered testimo- 



Mrs Eappen with a picture of 
her dead son yesterday 


ny that in part echoed the de- 
clarations of Matthew's moth- 
er, Deborah Eappen, both on 
Wednesday and yesterday. 
Once again yesterday Mrs Eap- 
pen cried when asked by pros- 
ecution counsel Gerald Leone 
about a telephone conversation 
she had with Ms Woodward 
shortly after Matthew's admis- 
sion. to hospital. 

In cross-examination yes- 


terday, defence lawyer Andrew 
Good attempted to dull the im- 
pact of the highly dramatic 
testimony offered by Mrs Eap- 
pen on Wednesday. He 
focused his attention in partic- 
ular on pages of hand written 
□otes taken tty Mrs Eappen in 
two telephone discussions with 
Ms Woodward on 4 February, 
the first when she was first 
paged by her from the Eappen 
home and the second at the 
hospital. 

Mr Good attempted to im- 
ply that Matthew was already 
displaying symptoms of dis- 
comfort on the morning of 4 
February before the murder is 
alleged to have taken place, for 
example uncharacteristic tired- 
ness, diminished appetite, and 
some constipation. The defence 
is arguing that the child died of 
brain injuries suffered before the 
afternoon in question. 

Mr Good highlighted the 
fact that Mrs Eappen had her- 
self underlined in her notes that 
Ms Woodward had mentioned 
that on the day in question 
Matthew had slept from 9am to 
1230pm and that she had had 


to wake him herself. Mrs Eap- 
pen had underlined this, Mr 
Good suggested: “Because that 
was usual as well, because it was 
notable to you." 

Mrs Eappen who, apart 
from the one show of tears, 
seemed strikingly confident, 
gave little ground to the defence 
lawyers. She did not respond, 
for instance, to repeated sug- 
gestions by Mr Good that she 
had deliberately omitted to 
mention the long nap and oth- 
er “crankiness" that had been 
described by Ms Woodward 
when discussing the circum- 
stances of her son’s day with 
doctors and a social worker. 

“I do not recall the entire 
conversation with the social 
worker, there was a lot of chaos 
at the time,” she pleaded to the 
jury. 

Mrs Eappen, meanwhile, 
confirmed under questioning 
that she had been unaware of 
a fracture sustained by 
Matthew on his right arm that 
was only detected after his ad- 
mission to hospital and ap- 
peared to be more then two 
weeks old. 
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break in Paris 
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©heck out this amazing offer for 
V j prepaid holiday car rentals in Spain, 
! '1 Portugal, Malta and Italy starting 
from 1st Octnhcr. 

(Jyar example, a-m a car in Malaga 
and it'll only cost SSQ per week. 
Then, for each additional day's rental 
after the first week, voull only pay *£t> 
extra a day 1 . 

®nd if you’re travelling anywhere 
In the USA, us well as our great 
prices, we’ll even give you a free tank 
of petrol. 


£V0 

CALIFORNIA gHO 

(£)or these and other amazing offers, 
simply call your local travel agent, or 
Hertz direct on: 

0990 90 60 90 
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The world's -1 car rental company 
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Government put its weight 
behind hiring British videos 


The actress Liz Hurley arriving yesterday at tiie Pink R&bon lunch at Hamxls store, 
London, to launch a new breast cancer research study Photograph: Philip Meech 


Carpetbaggers must give 
windfalls to charity 


The Goveramentyeslerday Launched a new drive to persuade cus- 
tomer in video shops to boy or hire British films in preference 
to Hollywood blockbusters. 

Tom Clarke, the fi bre minister, announced last night that the 
first National Video Week was being organised for next summer 
to raise the profile of the British film industry. 

Senior figures in the video industry admitted yesterday that 
while British films are becoming increasingly popular overseas, 
video shops in Britain often leave critically acclaimed British films 
out of sight while showcasing the action and adventure diet of 
Hollywood. British fibre were widely regarded as being “too much 
effort” for viewers while American movies were seen as a “ safe 
bet”. As a result, they said, well-received films such as Secrets and 
Lies and Brassed Off \ are losing vital revenue. 

Mr Clarke said: “In 1996 the video industry was worth an amaz- 
ing £1.3bn and it continues to grow at more than twice the rate 
of inflation. It is a significant source of revenue not just for films 
but for classic television drama, for sport, for music, and for chil- 
dren's programmes." He was speaking at an awards dinner for 
the British Video Association, which honoured Desmond 
Llewellyn - who played the part of Q in the Bond films - for his 
contribution to the British film industry. 

The National Video Week will be focused on a gala festival 
in Battersea Park, London, designed to promote British films. 

— Ian Burrell 



Crowds massed outside the HMVshop, in °* ford Street ’ Neville Bder 

Paul McCartney^ first album signing smce 1963 


Saudi nurses may get five years 


Nationwide Building Society has 
gone on the offensive to stop 
carpetbaggers from forcing r£ to 
convert to a bank and pay out 
huge windfalls. Andrew Verity 
discovers that new customers wiU 
have to assign bonus payouts to 
charity. 


Nationwide hopes the move will slop carpet- 
baggers who open accounts solely to bene- 
fit from windfalls. By insisting on the “charity 
clause". Nationwide will be able to drop hjgh 
minimum balances on new accounts which 
«cre designed to put off opportunists. 

Brian Davis, chief executive, said: “We 
can now concentrate on what building so- 
cieties do best - delivering better rales and 
.services to the ordinary man and woman 
on the street. We are ending the specula- 
tive disruption which has in the past pre- 
vented us from giving our customers the 
level of service they deserve." 

Until yesterday. Nationwide was forced 
to deter new customers by insisting on high 
minimum balances when customers opened 
new accounts. This helped stem a flood of 


applications by carpetbaggers - people spec- 
ulating that the society would convert to a 
bank and give out windfall shares worth hun- 
dreds of pounds for each member. 

In June, Nationwide went as far as dos- 
ing off all new accounts after receiving 
25,000 applications every day. Speculation 
was heightened when five Nationwide 
members who favoured conversion tried 
to win elections to the society’s board. They 
were resoundingly defeated in July. 

But carpetbaggers hove continued to dis- 
rupt Nationwide 5 business. High minimum 
balances designed to put off carpetbaggers 
have also put off children and others who 
R ant to save. Nationwide believes its char- 
ity clause will solve this problem. By insisting 
new members assign their windfall rights 
to charity, it has removed the incentive to 
open an account for the sake of a windfall. 

Iu a bid to show that mutual building 
societies give better value than banks, the 
society is paying interest of 6.7 per cent on 
its instant access account. This is higher 
than its closest rivals Tesco and Sainsbuiy' s 
with 6.5 per cenL The charity clause will 
only apply to new members. Members of 
Nationwide who opened their accounts be- 
fore yesterday will keep their right to re- 
ceive windfall payments. 


Two British nurses accused of murdering an Australian colleague 
in Saudi Arabia may face only five years in jail, the Saudi am- 
bassador in London said yesterday. 

The agreement by Yvonne Gilford's brother to waive the right 
to demand the death penalty in return for £750,000 had lilted 
the threat of execution hanging over Deborah Party, Dr Ghazi 
Algosaibi said. And Frank Gilford's decision, announced on 
Wednesday in Australia, meant the judgment against Lucille 
McLauchlan - who was sentenced 500 lashes and eight years im- 
prisonment for her part in the killin g - could also be reviewed. 

“According to the Saudi legal system, when the next of kin par- 
dons, as he did, the court will apply the lesser sentence of jalL 
usually not exceeding five years," Dr Algosaibi said in a state- 
ment Dr Algosaibi added: “The case is not yet over and there 
are further steps before the fmoi verdict is announced. 1 do sin- 
cerely hope that the media will see fit to declare 'lime out’ and 
allow the judges and the lawyers to get on with their jobs." 

Earlier Parry's family had said they were “absolutely delight- 
ed" that the victim's brother has waived his right to demand the 
death penalty for her. 


Dodi FayecTs remains 
re-buried in secret 


The remains of Dodi Fayed, who died in 
the car crash in Paris that lulled the 
Princess of Whies, have been secretly ex- 
humed and re-buried on his father s coun- 


Lords defeat on handguns 


The Government suffered an embarrassing defeat in the Lords 
last night over its plans to introduce a total ban on handguns. 

Peers voted by 120 lo 101, a majority of 19. to make the dis- 
abled exempt from the handgun ban, to be brought in under the 
Government's Firearms (Amendment) Bill. 

The move to allow disabled people io continue shooting was 
introduced by former Labour sports minister Lord Howell and 
drew cross-parly support 

Lord Howell told peers that he had campaigned for much of 
his life for the rights of disabled sportsmen and women and this 
look precedence over his party loyalty. 


try estate. 

Mr Fayed* s grave at Broofcwood Cerue- 
lery near Woking, Surrey, was opened io 
the middle of Wednesday night with pri- 
vate security guards standing by. The cof- 
fin was removed by undertakers and taken 
25 miles to his home at Oxted, Surrey, ac- 
companied Mohammed Al Fayed. 

There. Dodi Fayed was buried in a new 
grate in the 500-acre grounds, close to his 
fathers mansion, while the family awaits 
the results of an application to build an 
elaborate tomb. 

The exhumation follows permission 
obtained by Mr Fayed from the Home Of- 
fice for his son s remains to be moved. 
Michael Cole, the spokesman for Mr 
Fayed, confirmed yesterday that the trans- 
fer had taken place. 'The coffin was moved 
during the evening ... completed in priva- 
cy. and the coffin reinterred in a tranquil 
and beautiful part of the estate." he said. 

Dodi Fayed had been buried in a plot 
al Broofcwood specially selected by his fa- 
ther. A garden of remembrance was land- 
scaped around the grave where Dodi had 
lain for the traditional 40 days of Muslim 


mourning, which ended last Thursday. ; j 

A simple headstone bearing just tbe:..- 
name Dodi was erected and bodyguards fie- •' 
in 17 in a camper van had kept a round-the- 
clock watch. The grave had become a place 
of pilgrimage and Mr Cole said that Mr... 
Fayed had visited his son's grave most 

nights. . 

An application by Mr Fayed to build an.- : 

elaborate burial chamber that win become . 

the family's personal "pyramid" on his es- 
tate is to be considered bv the planning 
committee of Tandridgi* District Councfl- 
early next month. The architect-designed - 
walk-in vautt covers an area 12-metres • 
square sunk one-und-a-half metres below.-* 
around. It will have four entrances witirv 
huge oak doors reinforced with wrought •. 
iron lopped by an opaque dome. 

The leaded roof will surrounded with, 
ornate wooden carvings and granite out- ■ 
er walls bearing inscriptions from the Ko- _ 
ran. Inside it will have cylindrical pDlats 
from floor to ceiling and will contain 
eight burial chambers. The walls are to be 
lined with mosaic and oak pergolas plant-- .- 
ed with shrubs and vines. Mr Cole said yes- v 
terday that the structure would not be 
visible from any public highway, and would '1 
not be open to the public. 

- — Jtyo Mayes'. . 


DIRECT LINE INSTANT ACCESS ACCOUNT 



When you first put your savings into a bank or building society you may have 
been attracted by the rate. But when did you last check that the rate they’re paying you 
now is still comped rive?" Because the truth is, many banks and building societies often 
let those attractive headline rates slip away over time, hoping savers won't notice. 

But that's not what happens at Direct Line. 

All our customers get excellent rates. For example, we offer 5.55% gross* even if 
your savings are only £1, rising to an impressive 7.00% 
gross and they don’t slip away. 

So check your savings account right now to see 
if your rate has become uncompetitive. 

e 

Then call Direct Line and make sure you get a 
good rate now and in the future. HBSSSHl 


0181 667 1121 


0161 833 1121 


0141 221 1121 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. 1ND 109 
'www.direetiine.co.uk A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 



MAKE A CLEAN SWEEP! 

^ Put the BISSELL 
‘Dynamic Duo’ to 
work in your home. 
Give them the most 
difficult of jobs to 
do, see for yourself 
how they make 
cleaning less of a 


INNOVATIVE 


Carpet Sweeper 


> Cleans all carpets and 
hard floors - Picks up 
almost anything. 


f it either the BISSELL 
| Multi-Blade Sweeper 
--dLaj-Qr the Dip 'n’ Roil 
■"“Carpet Shampooer 
'M does not perform 
yi to your highest 
standards, you 
can return them both within 30 
days and we will refund your 
money in full, 
it’s so easy to order 
You can order the BISSELL 
‘Dynamic Duo 1 and save £21 on 
the Manufacturers Retail Price by 
phoning 01 703 665075 today or 
by completing the coupon below. 


• Creates no 
clouds of 
dust, costs 
nothing 
to run. 




• A lightweight 
miracle of 
technology - 
Weighs less 
than 5Ibs. 




• Employs 
66 state 
of the 
art spiral 
blades. 
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amazing 


BiSSEll Dip'n’Roll 
Carpet Shampooer 


I CALL 01703 665075 If* 

| QUOTING REF No. DDIN/1 | " 



• Makes light work of 
shampooing even the 
grubbiest of carpets. 
£ 3 .gpa • Ground in dirt, and 
odours will simply 
disappear. 
fg§§l^ 

||gi$|||||* •Features 
1ft sponge roller 


Direct, PO Box 275, Southampton, SQ4D 3ZJ I 


BISSELL MULTI-BLADE 
+ DIPWWLL 
* CAOPET SHAMPOO 


I I endase my ohaqua/PO for e. .made payaNs 
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and a dual 
row of stiff 
bristles to 
help deep 
clean your 
carpets. 


• Comes complete 
with BISSELL foam 
carpet shampoo. 
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Killer hides in police cell 
from an angry public 


Concern: Parents in Brighton collecting signatures for a petition demanding the expulsion of child killer Robert Oliver Photograph; Evening Argus 


For two days, child sex 
Idller Robert Oliver has 
been living in a police 
cell to protect him from 
the public. But the door 
is unlocked and he is 
free to leave at any time 
without reporting to the 
authorities. Ian Bund I 
says 200 more sex 
offenders could similarly 
be released without 
supervision. 


The mothers and children walk- 
ing past the police station in 
Brighton yesterday were un- 
aware of the dose presence of 
a murderous child abuser. 

But the police officers who 
sought to keep Robert Oliver's 
presence a secret from the pub- 
lic feared as much for the 
killer’s safety as for the threat 
he posed to others. 

Oliver, who was sentenced 
to 15 years for the murder of 14- 
year-old Jason Swift, was de- 
scribed by police yesterday as 
being “frightened and desti- 
tute”. 


Since being released from 


ago and registering on the na- 

tfonal paedophile regbter,Ohv-- 

er has been hounded out of 
Swindon, ljondon, Dublin. Liv- 
erpool and Manchester 

He cut his hair and wore 
glasses to avoid recognition, but 
whenhe arrived in Brighton so- 
cial services sent warning letters 
to the parents of 27,000 children 
m the town. . 

In an interview with the 
Brighton Evening A^us, Oliv- 
er 43, complained: “1 am con- 
stantly looking over my 
shoulder. I am frightened for my 
life. It feels like a lynch mob js 
out there waiting to get me.” 

Sussex police has moved 
him to a police station in an- 
other part of the force area, and 
is bearing the estimated £110- 
a-day cost of his stay. A 
spokesman said it was cheaper 
to keep Oliver in the station 
than to deploy resources keep- 
ing him under surveillance on 
the streets. 

“This is only a short-term so- 
lution. He could leave at any 
time but there is no sign that he 
wfll We are working with social 
services to find a long term so- 


lution which would mean secure 
accommodation.” 

Yet because Oliver was sen- 
tenced prior to the Criminal 
Justice Act of 1992 he is not sub- 
ject to any supervision order 
and is free to come and go as 
he pleases. 

The National Association 
of Probation Officers yesterday 
estimated that there were some 
200 sex offenders, all sentenced 
before 1992, who could also be 
released without such orders. 
Among them could be Oliver’s 
former partner in crime Sidney 
Cooke. 

Yesterday, a national cam- 
paign was launched to lobby 
Jack Straw, the home secretary, 
to block Cooke’s release. The 
campaign - “Stop Paedophiles 
Exploiting and Abusing Kids" 
(Speak) - has been set up by 
Kate Lowes, a nurse from Sun- 
derland. 

Cooke, 68. was sentenced to 
19 years - reduced to 16 on ap- 
peal - for his part in a mur- 
derous paedophile ring in 
Hackney, east London. The 
gang was responsible for the 
deaths of at least three boys, Ja- 
son Swift, Mark TildeTsiey and 
Barry Lewis. 


Plan to ban 
paedophiles 
from public 
•places 



Currys 


In the past fortnight, the 
police have registered 
3,000 sex offenders on 
the new national 
paedophile register. Ian 
Burrelt outlines proposals 
to ban child molesters 
from areas where they 
might be a risk to 
children. 

^The question of whether a child 

■ abuser deserves the same civil 
rights as the rest of the general 
pubfic is taxing the Government 
The Horae Office said yes- 
terday that ministers were look- 
ing at a package of new 
measures to protect children 



cnucis UUUI pioivvo — 

night be likely to re-offend, 
ikeswoman said that min- 
were not yet sure that the 
>sal was workable, 
jt Henry McLeish, the 
fch home affairs minister, 
ew doubts as he revealed 
3 is department wished to 
duce the orders with a 
/ear jail sentence for fail- 
o comply- “We are keen 
it this piece of the jigsaw 
ice.” he said. “If there is 
nee m hi a community. 

; could be a court order 
up by reports which will 
tUy infringe on the liberties 
is individual. It will detail 
5 they cannot go to. 
rbis could be an indefinite 
r, depending on their be- 
jur ... this will put tremen- 
pressure on the individual 
no re importantly it will re- 
re the community that the 
jrnment is listening, the 
ernment wants further 

|Q " 1 

h McLeish denied that 
Koposal represented an lin- 
kable infringement of av- 
terties. “We believe that 
> people’s rights may have 

J curbed if they are posing 

■ca.iT he said, 
coltish sheriffs could 
se to harpaedophOes from 
er bars, amusement ar- 


cades and other commercial 
premises as well as public areas. 

Paul Cavadino, chairman 
of the Penal Affairs Consor- 
tium, said he was concerned 
that a five-year jail term might 
be imposed for “activity which 
does not amount to a sexual of- 
fence or an active attempt to 
commit one." He said he would 
prefer new legislation requiring 
lengthier post-release supervi- 
sion for convicted paedophiles, 
which could include conditions 
restricting movement. 

The need to address the 
growing public concern over the 
lack of checks on the activities 
of paedophiles is near the top 
of the Home Office agenda. 
Ministers are also looking at in- 
determinate sentences for more 
serious offenders. The Crime 
and Disorder Bill is intended to 
provide for greater supervi- 
sion of sex offenders in the com- 
munity. 

Until even the 1980s, only 
scant knowledge existed of the 
activities of paedophiles and the 
lengths they were prepared to 
go to procure victims. Even 
now, the full extent of sex of- 
fending against children in 
Britain is not dear. 

The National Criminal In- 
telligence Service has some 

25.000 individuals on its system, 
including some who have nev- 
er been convicted but who are 
strongly suspected of abusing 
children. Past Home Office 
studies have suggested that 
there may be as many as 

110.000 child abusers in Eng- 
land and "Wales. . 

Some 3,000 people have- 
come forward to be placed on 

the new national paedophite reg- 
ister, set up a fortnight ago for 
offenders currently on supervi- 
sion or parole. Police said 83 per 
cent of the names on their files 

had been accounted for. 

But Harry Fletcher, the as- 
sistant general secretary of the 
National Association of Pro- 
bation Officers, said: “The fact 

that they have put themselves 

on the register does not tell us 
whether they are continuing to 
prey on children.” 
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SUBSCRIBE NOW! 


WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE TO ALL SKY CHANNELS 
FOR 6 MONTHS AT £39.99 PER MONTH 
PLUS ONE-OFF CONNECTION FEE OF £12. 
NEW SUBSCRIBERS ONLY 


GRUNDIG Stereo Satellite Receiver 

with 60cm Dish for England and Wales 

■ 200 chan nels. PatibIe ' CURRYS PRICE 

■ Parental lock. 

Model GSRl/60. 


Molester jailed 
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To buy a belter 
home computer, 
talk to a company 
that makes PCs. 


Not one that sells 
washing machines, 
cameras and hi-fi. 




....... tin 






pentium*j[ 


We know you want the latest techhology for your 
money. So. unlike retailers, we only build your PC 
after you call. This means we can offer up-to-the- 
minute systems like the Dell Dimension™ XPS D300 
MT at the keenest pnces. Winner of November's PC 
Pro Recommended Award, it beat the competition hands down in 
every category, earning the verdict of “an extremely good value, 
feature-packed PC that offers cutting edge technology for under 
£2.000 “ Award-winning systems like this are why we've become the 
world's largest direct PC manufacturer’. And why you should call us. 

"Source: IOC 

PELL DIMENSION™ XPS 0300 MT 

•INTEL PENTIUM 9 II PROCESSOR 30QMHZ 
•64MB SDRAM 
•6.4GB HARO DRIVE 

•HIGH PERFORMANCE TRINITRON™ TCO 17' MONITOR (0.26 DOT PITCH, 

15.65' VIEWABLE AREA] 

•512KB INTERNAL CACHE 

•STB VELOCITY nVIDIA AGP VIDEO CARD WITH 4MB SGRAM VIDEO MEMORY 
•12-24X CD-ROM DRIVE 

•AWE 64 SOUND CARD AND AUK LANSING ACS290 SPEAKERS 
•IOMEGA ZIP DRIVE WITH 3 X 100MB CARTRIDGES 
•MINT TOWER CHASSIS 

•WINDOWS 95 AND MICROSOFT OFFICE 97 SMALL BUSINESS EDITION 

£ 1849 (£ 2 , 207 . 82 , .) 

•ADD A US ROBOTICS 56KB MODEM FOR ONLY £70 (£8245) INC VAT) 

• WE HAVE A NUMBER OF PRINTER OPTIONS AVAILABLE - ASK FOR DETAILS 


SPECIAL HOME SOFTWARE PACK 


FOR ONLY £49 (£5747 INC VAT) YOU CAN ENJOY A BWASJIC 
SELECTION OF TOP MICROSOFT SOFTWARE TITLES INCLUDING: 

•MS ENCARIA- 97 (US) - INTERACTIVE MULTIMEDIA ENCYCLOPAEDIA - 
A GREAT EDUCATIONAL TOOL 

• MS ENCARIA WORLD MIAS - A MULTIMEDIA VIEW OF THE WORLD 
•MS GOLF (KfS| - TEST YOUR GOLFING SKILLS ON WORLD-FAMOUS COURSES 
•MS MONEY (US) -HEPS YOU BALANCE ACCOUNTS, 

PLAN HOUSEHOLD BUDGET5 AND MUCH MORE 
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Mother makes appeal as police 
search for road-rage killer 


I 




A young couple appear 
to have been Id Tied by a 
road-rage driver. Joson 
Beraiettq, Crime 
Correspondent, reports 
on developments in the 
police investigation 
and the grief felt by 
relatives. 


The mother of the woman who 
was killed along with her 
boyfriend when their car was 
apparently rammed into the 
path of another spoke yester- 
day about the “maniac" who 
caused the couple’s deaths. 

Detectives on the case re- 
leased details about the car 
used by the alleged road rage 
driver. The motorists appears 
to have been incensed because 
the vehicle in front of him was 
not going fast enough. 

Police believe the driver de- 
liberately slammed into the 
back of the couple’s car three 
times. 

Toby Exley, 22, and Karen 
Martin, 20, died after their 
black Ford Fiesta XR2 was fi- 
nally rammed across the central 
reservation of the dual car- 
nageway A316 at Hanworth, 
west London, and into the path 
of an oncoming Vauxhall 
Cavalier. 

Miss Martin’s mother, Kay, 
said: “There must be someone 
out there who knows who this 
maniac is. 

“This man is Likely to do this 
again and he needs to be 
stopped. We want to prevent 
another family feeting the utter 
devastation that we're feeling 
now” 

She added: “We're stQl liv- 
ing a nightmare, we’re just 
hoping that we wake up from 
it. It’s like an absolute void with- 
out Karen and Ibby. 

“They were such lovely peo- 
ple, a beautiful couple. They 
were very much in love, it was 
a really serious relationship. 

“There is no way that Tbby 
would have taken a ny chances 
with Karen in the car as be was 
too much in love with her to put 
her in any danger.” 

The crash took place on 
Monday of last week but police 




. •• , ; 


Karen Martin, left, and her 
boyfriend Toby Exley. 

‘They were such lovely -- : - 
peopte, a beautiful couple^. 
They were very much in 
love, it was a serious 
relationship' :Ra 


. mi 


only released details on 
Wednesday evening after two 
witness came forward. The wit- 
nesses are believed to have 
been in vehicles overtaken by 
the speeding car. 

Scotland Yard said the road- 
rage vehicle is believed to be a 


“powerful" light-coloured 
saloon car with a registration 
number beginning K5. 

Investigators believe the 
couple’s Fiesta had just left a 
40mph zone at about 8.50pm 
and was accelerating in the 
Outside lane of the dual car- 


riageway up to 70mph as it 
neared the M3 and overtook a 
motorcycle. 

But - the driver behind 
became impatient and began 
bumping into the Fiesta, finally 
forcing it through a wooden 
fence on to the London-bound 




carriageway. The driver of thoq. 
Cavalier, who suffered a brokf»fc; . * 
arm and teeth in the crash, was^, . 
still in a state of shock. . 

Mr Exley, a chef, of Ted- 
dington, west London, and!*; 

Miss Martin, who worked for an ^ 
advertising agency and lived Hi . - 
Twickenham, became insepa- .' -. 
rable after starting their relh- . ' 
tionship in February last year. . • 
They were buried next to each.,, 
other earlier this week. 

Mr Exiey's brother Robin, . 

19, said: “The person who (fid 
this should be stopped and 
they should stop and think P 
about our family and Karen's • 
family . Anyone out there could . 

be victims of this person.” ' 

If the driver was found, he. . 
could face a charge of cither .. 
manslaughter or causing death 
by dangerous driving. 

Robin also said be hoped his. : 
brother's personal organiser ‘ 
could be found as he may have 
written details about the road- 
rage car in it., but it is unlikeh- 
to have survived the crash. 

Anyone with information 
can contact police on 0181 247 
6377 or 0800 555 111. 


Straw gives blessing to police CS spray 


The Home Office has 
just completed a review 
into die use of CS spray 
following the death of a 
man in police custody. 
Despite this, Jason 
BennettOy Crime 
Correspondent, predicts 
that nothing will change. 


The use of CS spray by police 
officers was given the backing 
of JackStraw, Home Secretary, 
yesterday, who said the device 
posed no significant health 
threat. 

His comments follow the call 
by a coroner earlier this month 
to re-examine the use of CS af- 
ter an inquest jury returned a 
verdict of unlawful killing on a 
man who died shortly after 
being sprayed 

Ibrahima Sey, 29, a Gam- 
bian asylum-seeker, was 
sprayed in the face with CS 
despite being surrounded by 
police officers and having his 
hands chained behind his back. 

He died as a result of 
asphyxia due to the position in 
which he was restrained and 
because of a mental illness. 

The case highlighted 
growing concerns that the 
solvent used in the spray was 
dangerous and the concentra- 


tion of the CS could cause 
severe burning and breathing 
difficulties. 

Most of the forces in Britain 
are now using the hand-held 
sprays, but two forces have re- 
fused because of concerns 
about the side-effects. Two 
Scottish police forces halted pi- 
lot studies of CS spray follow- 
ing the Sey inquest, but have 
since re-started them. 

However Mr Straw, speak- 
ing at the Association of Chief 
Police Officers’ autumn con- 
ference in Warwick, said: “I 
have read aU of the pathologist's 

reports and other medical and 
toxicological evidence submit- 
ted to the Ibrahima Sey inquest 

“The coroner's recommen- 
dations might lead one to think 
that the inquest had seen evi- 
dence which cast doubts on the 
acceptability of CS spray but I 
am satisfied this is act the 
case. 

“There is nothing in the ev- 
idence to suggest that CS and 
the solvent MIBK. separately or 
in combination, present any sig- 
nificant threat to human 
health." 

He added: “Police officers 
deserve the best protection 
that we can provide.” 

Mr Sey was arrested in 
March last year and taken to 
Ilford police station, east Lon- 
don, where a struggle broke out 


in which the 18-stone Mr Sey 
was forced to the ground and 
handcuffed. The struggle con- 
tinued with up to eight officers 
and a woman police officer 
sprayed him in the face from 
about six feeL Mr Sey was 
then taken to a custody suite, 
laid face down on the floor and 
searched until one officer 
realised he had stopped 
breathing. 

Dr Harold Price, the coro- 
ner, said: “The use of CS spray 
should be reviewed by all po- 


lice forces. The guidelines for 
its use ra the first place and the 
verbal warning given should be 
explored.” 

Lee Jasper, vice chairman of 
the National Assembly Against 
Racism, yesterday attacked Mr 
Sriaw’s decision. “It's ab- 
solutely ludicrous. The British 
police are using spray five times 
greater in strength than the po- 
lice in the United States. Even 
after a serious incident such as 
the death of Mr Sey it’s still con- 
sidered to be safe.” 



Straw: *Spray is no threat 1 


Killer escapes jail 


A woman who stabbed her partner to death when she thought 
he was going to attack her escaped a prison sentence yesterday. 

Mary Mullins, 37, endured four years of beatings until she 
snapped when bodybuilder Ronnie Griffiths, 50, played mu- 
sic at foil volume as she tried to get their baby to sleep. Fear- 
ing another assault, she stabbed him in the chest. A Cardiff 
Crown Court judge took pity on her after hearing how just a 
few hours before the killing she had begged police to take her 
to a refuge to escape from the violence of her common-law 
husband, known in the area as “Ronnie Muscles”. Ms Mullins 
was given a two-year suspended sentence after pleading guilty 
to manslaughter on the grounds of diminished responsibility. 


NEWS SPORT WHAT’S ON FUN KNOWLEDGE MONEY SHOPPING TALK INTERNET 


“Will things 
have changed 
by the time 
I turn the page?” 

The thing about news is, it's never new for long. But LineOne, the invaluable 
information and Internet service, always has the latest. Sky News provides news, 
sport and business stories from around the world and updates them around 
the dock as they happen. Which means that you are kept informed at every turn. 


Try LineOne and the internet FREE. Call 0800 111 210. 
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Front 


page 
meets 
bottom 
line as 
the LA 
Times 


expands 


The Los Angeles Times is 
one of America's 
national institutions. 

Now fears that the 
*, impact of 

' commercialism will turn 
it upside down have 
prompted an exodus of 
top journalists. 71 m 

Cornwell finds out 
whether their fears for 
the future are justified 



Integrity? American ’ 
journalism can be pedantic 
and long-winded, but 
writers and editors pride 
themsefves on their 
professionalism and 
devotion to duty, typified 
by the movie The Front 
Poge, starring Jack 
Lemmon, which features 
an obsessive editor trick- 
ing his star photographer 
into covering one last 
story 


AU is not well at the Los 
Angeles Times , one of Ameri- 
ca's largest newspapers. In re- 
cent weeks, first the publisher, 
and now the paper’s editor 
have resigned in a hutiy, citing 
no particular plans. 

The reason, apparently, is 
vMark Wflles, the former cere- 
*aj company executive who has 
compared marketing newspa- 
pers to selling a box of Chee- 
rios or bleach. It is not simply 
that Mr Wales, chief executive 
of the Los Angeles Times group 
and now its publisher, has an- 
nounced his intention of boost- 
ing its sales from about one to 
1.5 million. It is how he plans 
to meet this extraordinary tar- 


managers on how to reach new 
readers, particularly women 
and the growing Hispanic com- 
munity in Southern California. 
Frequently-held polls will find 
out what the readers want. 

Mr Whies’ plans for a spe- 
cial section for Latino readers 
provoked a minor revolt on the 
grounds it would ghettoise the 
news, and 100 journalists signed 
a letter calling it “offensive”. 
The reorganisation apparently 
prompted the departure of 
long-time editor Shelby Coffey. 

One the one hand, Mr 
Wflles, 56, is optimistic on the 
future of the newspaper busi- 
ness, which is being squeezed 
by television and the Internet. 
“They are such remarkable 
value, they are convenient, they 
are user-frieDdly,” he told The 
Independent. 

Since he became chief exec- 
utive of the Times Mirror 
Group, wbiebindudes seven US 
newspapers but has the Times as 
its flagship, share prices have 
tripled over three years. He 
has appointed a P ulitze r Prize- 
winning former foreign corre-' 
spondent, Michael Paries, as his 
new editor. 

But he rapidly earned the 
nickname “Cereal Kflleri’ after 



XL Lr . ^ 

% w 


O 'o % % 

k \ v> 


i „• >*»? .. ?;» .£* * v /:??-> r. 


1 

*•*. ' 

•' ’-.•••Tv 


m 






New Yorkers wake up 
to a splash of colour 


The New York Tones’ crossed a ruhicon yesterday, 
using colour on its front page for the first time in 
its history. 

When re introduced colour on die fronts of 
inside sections on 15 September, the newspaper 
said that its front page would remain grey a bit 
longer, until the production staff got used to the 
process and editors had a really strong picture to 
run. 

Yesterday's front page had two colour pho- 
tographs: baseball star Tony Fernandez of die 
Cleveland Indians, and Attorney General Janet 
Reno. 

Ocher New York papers have joined die in-' • 
temationaJ trend of adding colour. The Daily 
News started using colour photos on the first 
and last two pages of its weekday editions in . 
September, and the New York Post introduced a 
colour pullout TV schedule. — AP 


gcL. at a time when US news- 
paper circulation is declining,, 
that has prompted a minor cri- 
sis of confidence. 

In recent days, Los Angeles 
Tones journalists have ap- 
peared in the pages of rival 
newspapers, on and off the 
record, to lament that Mi 
Wtfles is crossing one of the 

most hallowed lines in the pro- 
fession - between the business 
. editorial departments. 

They have rased the fear 
lhat by breaking this “Oiinese 
walT, their journalistic integrity 
will be compromised, with re- 
porters kowtowing, to coro- 
mercial concerns. 

Founded in the late 19th 
centurv, ibeLos Angeles Tones 
was from the start agreat pro- 
moter of its home tity as the 

_ ... , * »- 1 ‘ — a Hu 


'‘most bcautmu rasaanEa ay ui* 
human femOy". Ttepaper still 

has a prcmnoal ttHidi. with 

many local editions, trot it has 

i J Zm irf oC has. 


rounds of cuts and lay-offs. 
And the hard-nosed business 
interests of a Utah native 
appear to have dashed with the 
qil ftw r rr f Ameriwin jn imwl^ 

“which pricks itself on profes- 
sionalism and integrity, some- 
times at the price of 
] ong-windedness. 

“He’s just breaking rules 
right and left and Wtii Street 
seems to be extremely happy 
and the journalism communi- 
ty ranges from uncomfortable 
to bonified,* said one Times 
staffer. “One analogy that peo-. 
pie have been using is that be 

wants to move very fast but we 

don’t know where * • - 
In his interview, Mr Wflles 
sounded mildly disnayed by the 
foiore. He had been prepared 
for bad press, but not the 
“amount and rdeattessness” of 
the coverage, he aid- He was 

offended also by the imp&atibn 

that only lon^sereog journal- 


210' 


He had been a newspaper 
jtrnkie all his life, he said, 
though he was only lured by 
Times-Mirror after a head- 
hunter had approached him. 

rival on ure VslikesSgWeacbiothe 

have something exceptionally 
and vah»We,you can sdl 

more," he said: “On the other 


evoiveujjuai.—^ 

It is the largest metropolitan 
daily behind the . New York. 
Tuites and has anedftorial staff 
ofabaot 1,00ft wi* no serious 
rival on ihe West Coast- 



in' throwing 

^nhqnakeapd^qguto- 

ooo, taws* 01 - ® 

M fte years. Mr no". 
muib editors of oA secuon of 
die p«p«r *° . te * 

with advertising 


■ business 


nano, - 

bleach, and that’s one of the 
things that attracted me to this- 

industry-" 
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Devon hit by 
earth tremor 


An earthquake measuring 
is on the Richter scale 
iook the West Country 
yesterday. Seismologists 
OTifinned « was ihe largest 
quake to hit Devon for 
more than 1 2 years. 

The epicentre was at 
Totnes and tremors were 
felt more than 15 miles 
away in Plymouth, said 
seismologists at the British 
Geological Survey in 
Edinburgh. 

John Lovell, a seismol- 
ogist at the BGS, said 
around 30 earthquakes 
measuring between 2 and 3 
on the Richter scale were 
recorded in the UK every 
year. “This quake is not un- 
usual. Wc have between 
25 and 30 quakes of this size 
recorded in the UK every 
year and wc have between 
200 and 300 quakes of var- 
ious sizes recorded. With 
this quake, people have 
been describing thunder 
claps and explosions, hous- 
es shaking, and objects 
falling, which is common." 

The largest earthquake 
to hit the UK in recent 
years rocked North Wales 
in 19S4 and measured 5.4 
on the Richter scale. 


Fall in demand for 
university places 


Applications for university are 
running nearly 11 per cent be- 
hind the total for Che same time 
last year, according to the lat- 
est official figures. 

The news raised speculation 
that the Government's decision 
to charge tuition fees of £ 1,000 
a year from next autumn may 
be putting off some potential 
applicants. 

Part of the explanation for 
the fall may be the extra 23,000 
people who entered university 
this term, some of whom might 
have waited until next year if 
tuition fees had not been 
introduced. 

For three of the last four 
years, applications at this stage 
have been well ahead of this 
year's figure of 39369, re- 
leased by the Universities and 
Colleges Admissions Service 
(UCAS). Last year they were 
44,200. 

The first deadline for ap- 
plications - for those applying 
to Oxbridge - was yesterday but 
the total also includes people 
applying for medicine, den- 
tistry, veterinary medicine and 
some students who apply early 
because they want to study 
popular subjects at popular 
universities. Around 22,000 


people each year try for 
Oxbridge. 

Final applications do not 
have to be in until 15 Decem- 
ber but Brian Roper, vice- 
chancellor of the University of 
North London, said, said that 
the figures suggested that his 
forecast that there would be 
between 40,000 and 50,000 
fewer applications because 
of fees might prove an 
underestimate. 

“Bear in mind that those 
who have applied so far are the 
articulate, well-off middle-class. 
If there is a deterrent effect 
there is a pretty strong indica- 
tion that it will work its way 
through." 

Oxford and Cambridge said 
that they would not have final 
figures for several days but 
that there was no mdicaticra that 
their applications had fallen this 
year. 

Professor Gillian Salter, 
vice-chancellor oT Bourne- 
mouth University, said it was 
early days. 

“In view of all the uncer- 
tainties, any potential student 
would wait until the last 
minute,” she said. 

Judith Judd 
Education Editor 



A 1931 photograph of the Queen, then Princess EBzabeth ofYork, 
aged 5, by Marcus Adams: part of ‘Presenting an Image' a show 
opening tomorrow at the Queen’s Gallery, Buckingham Palace 


Have-nots getting a 
bigger slice of the cake 


The gap between rich and poor 
continues to grow, but not as 
quickly. Borne Clement, Labour 
Editor, examines the latest figures. 


A third of households in Britain have no 
one in employment, but the growth in the 
gap between rich and poor has begun to 
sk?w, according to official (fata released yes- 
terday. 

The gulf between the “haves" and the 
“have nots” accelerated rapidly in the 
Thatcherite Eighties, but the growth has 
started to wane, the survey of Households 
Below Average Income found. 

The proportion of “waridess 7 * houses 
however has rocketed from 10 per cent in 
1979, when Margaret Thatcher became 
Prime Minister, to 33 per cent now. The 

pmpfirrinn rrf familyy ran tamin g a full -time 

employee has declined since 1979 from 
nearly two-thirds to just under a half. 

The survey, published by the Govern- 
ment Statistical Service, showed that more 
than a third of children now live in fami- 
lies without a full-time worker. In 1979, 
around 20 per cent of children lived in un- 
employed families, which moved up to 25 
per cent by 1994-5- 

Real incomes rose over the period 
since 1979 by 37 per cent, but those at Che 
lower end had seen much slower growth. 

All was not lost for those who found 
themselves at the bottom of the heap, it 


was found. People in the lowestlO per 

of the earnings »ale did 

64 per cent had incomes estimated 

ssssaesSSf 

be found in the bottom 20 per cent, 
Britain’s income distribution. r 

Harriet Harman, • 

Social Security, said the survey justipetcl 
Government’s focus on single parents a 
the poorest pensioners. She * 

that 55 per cent of the adults m the ix 

tom fifth were women. ' - ' 

Ms Hannan added: “The 
meal's new Social Exclusion Unit has te 
*t up to tackle the problem of foo 
groups that have been left behind. Wet® 
tarifk* poverty by ensuring that aflthosew 
want to work can, and all those who. ca 
not, get what they are entitled to. , 

A spokeswoman for the Department 
Social Security said that “history nmttet 

v^nhcamefolooldiigatpeof^esfimir 

“People with a history of low income 
more likely to experience low income* 
future-" Unsurprisingly, adults with no ft 
mal q ualific ations were more likety to 

main in the poorest section of society, wl 

those educated to degree level were 
ly to move swiftly out of the bottom 
section. 
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[""advanced wash system 

I NOW UNDER £390 


This Bosch washing machine fea- 
tures the advanced Primo wash 
system for outstanding results, 
earning it an industry B rating for 
wash performance. And now at 
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B-rated machine 
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FROST-FREE TECHNOIOGY 
NOW FOR LESS THAN £350 

This Kelvmalor Fridge Freezer is frost- 
free. Tins means there's no ice build-up 
on the ins'.cie of your ireezer. so storage 
space is increased and access is easier. 
You'll never have to defrost again 
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Surgeons *were no good at | 
heart operation* says doctor^ 


A cardiac specialist explained 
yesterday how he desperately 
tried to prevent a heart oper- 
ation in which a baby boy died 
- because he believed that sur- 
geons at his hospital were “no 
gpod at it”. 

Professor Gianni Angelini 
told a disciplinary bearing of the 
General Medical Cbunril that he 
had spent more than a year be- 
fore the 1995 operation trying 
to raise the alarm over an “un- 
acceptable” death rate among 
babies undergoing “switch" 
heart surgery to correct a back- 
to-firont heart at the Bristol 
Royal hofinnaiy. 

Heart surgeons James Wis~ 
heart andJanardan Dhasmana 
are appearing before the 
GMC’s professional conduct 
committee on allegations that 
they continued to perform op- 
erations at Bristol although 
they knew that at least twice as 
many babies died in their care 
than at other hospitals. 

It is alleged that they went 


ahead with operations which led 
to the deaths of 29 children te; 
tween 1988 and 1995, and 
four others brain dead. . Ti . 

Dr John Roy lance, foi 
chief executive of the Ur 
Bristol Healthcare Trust, is i 
cused of allowing the two i 
gecus to continue operati n g. ^ 
three men deny charges ofs?£ 
nous professional misconduct 

Professor Angelini told the 
hearing that he was first alert- 
ed to problems with the switch 
operations in autumn 1993, 
when be received data showing 
an alarmingly high death rate. 
“My view was that we were no 
good at these operations, end 
of story,” he said. 

Professor Angelini said be 
begged Dr Roy lance and Mr 
Wisheart not to allow an oper- 
ation on lS-montb-old Joshua 
Loveday to go ahead. He was 
told it had been decided the op- 
eration should go ahead. 
Joshua died on the operating 
table later that day. 
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Trimble letter bomb defused 

A letter bomb sent to Ulster Unionist leader David Trimble 
yesterday was defused by the army. 

The package arrived in the morning post at his constituency 
office in Lurgan. Co Armagh, said the RUG The device was “crude 
but capable of exploding”, said a spokesman. j 

A number of shops and businesses close to the Qneen Street 
constituency office were evacuated while army bomb disposal ex- 
perts made the device safe. It was the latest in a series of simi- Wff 
lar devices sent to leading Ulster politicians. 

Last week another was defused after being sent to another 
Ulster Unionist MP, Jeffrey Donaldson, at his office at the Lis- 
burn Council headquarters in Hillsborough, Co Down. 

Similar devices have been made safe after being delivered to 
UK Unionist leader Robert McCartney, MR at both his Bangor, 
constituency office and his office in Belfast No organisation has 
claimed responsibility for any of the attacks. 

Award for 'Independent' writer 

Dorothy ^felker, a contributor to The Independent, has been named 
the 1997 BT Newspaper Technology Journalist of the Year. Ms 
Stalker received her £1,000 award for an article written for The 
Independent's Network+ supplement about a spe riaifci school } 
that uses the Internet to help children with cerebral palsy improve i 

their communications s kills - • . ’ 
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rich cocoa butter. It's been reviving the world’s tired feet 
but now we've made it even better. Our cocoa butter is 
cocoa beans bought at a fair price from Kuapa Kokoo Ltd 
a company owned by the farmers themselves. While your 
eing cooled and refreshed, the farmers benefit from 
finable trade. We call this ‘Community Trade' because it 
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Fears of Labour purge as 
spin doctors quit Whitehall 


John Major’s former 
press secretary, 

Jonathan Haslam, 
yesterday became the 
seventh senior Whitehall 
oress officer to resign or 
move post. Coft’n Brown, 
Chief Political 
Correspondent, reports 
on why a third of 
Government 
information chiefs are 
oacking their bags. 


Jonathan Haslam was doing his 
.,v.n “spin-doctoring” 

yesterday, handing out press 
releases to journalists at 
Westminster announcing that 
he was resigning as bead 
•A information at the Depart- 
ment of Education and 
Employment. 

Mr Haslam. 45. who 
survived the flak directed at 
Downing Street for five years 
under John Major, is the 
seven Ih senior Government 
information officer to leave 
r-inee the t May general 
election. 

The departure of a third of 
Government information chiefs 


heightened suspicions that a 
Whitehall call is being carried 
out by Mr HasI ana's successor 
at No 10, Alastair Campbell. 
Tony Biair’s chief press secre- 
tary, and Peter Mandelson, the 
minister without portfolio. 

Mr Haslam. who is to 
become director of corporate 
affairs at the London Metal 
Exchange, denied he was being 
pushed. “I have had a fantas- 
tic job opportunity' put before 
me and an offer which allows 
me to develop my career. 1 have 
been very lucky in that 1 have 
worked in eight government 
departments, travelled the 
world and T did the best job in 
town. 

“I had an extremely good job 
in DFEE and extremely warm 
relationship with David Biun- 
kett (Secretary of State].*' Mr 
Haslam said he remained loyal 
to Mr Major but had never 
been asked about his poliu'es, 
or been asked to carry out a 
political role within the 
Government since Labour 
came to power. 

His departure follows six 
other information chiefs who 
are leaving, seeking early re- 
tirement or are being rede- 
ployed. They are: Jill Rutter 
(Treasury ); Andy Wood 


(Northern Ireland), Gfli 
Samuel (Defence), Steve Rear- 
don (Social Security), Liz 
Drummond (Scotland) and 
Jean Caines (Trade and In- 
dustry). The moves have 
sparked reports of personality 
clashes with ministers, and raws 
over the handling of “bad 
news” or government 
announcements. 

It coincided yesterday with 
a union meeting of 47 middle- 
ranking Whitehall press officers 
who aired grievances about 
low morale and fears about the 
“politicisation” of the civil 
service. 

Bill Brett, general secretary 
of the Institute of Profession- 
als, Managers and Specialists 
will next week tell Mr Camp- 
bell and senior officials the 
civil servants want to put a stop 
to “being rubbished" and 
“slagged off” by ministers' 
special advisers, who have more 
leeway to act as “spin doctors”. 
He said one special adviser was 
reported to have described a 
press officer as “easy meat”. 

The concern has arisen over 
a drive by Mr Campbell and Mr 
Mandelson to overhaul and 
modernise the Government 
information machine to match 
the slick operation Labour 


ran while in Opposition. 

The civil servants privately 
admitted that they were in 
need of being updated. Mr 
Brett said; “The view of the 
members was that it isa Rolls- 
Royce service - just maybe a 
dapped out Rolls-Royce. That 
is because it has been consid- 
erably downsized in the past 
decade.” 

But it has also raised anxi- 
ety that they are in danger of 
crossing the grey line between 

providing factual information as 

civil servants and defending 
the Government as party “spin 
doctors". 

Mr Mandelson last week 
wrote to Mr Brett giving an as- 
surance that reports of civil ser- 
vice “politicisation" were • 
“groundless”. 

Mr Brett said after the 
meeting that the civil servants 
were ready to “raise their 
game”, as Mr Campbell had de- 
scribed it, by becoming more 
pro-active but they would be 
seeking more equipment, such 
as pagers and home fax ma- 
chines; and more investment to 
increase recruitment Some 
press officers are also ready to 
serve in policy divisions to im- 
prove their presentational 
skills. 




Before the fall: John Major with Jonathan Haslam while he was the press secretary at Downing Street 
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Blair moves to curb 
election spending 


LAT 


PERSONAL STEREOS 


FREE BOOGIE BAG 

,VmriAlXA]WAPEIBO«IALHI-nOVEIIi3» 


aiuia PS431 

PERSONAL STHO 

• Belt-dp. 

• Auto stop. 

• Stereo headphones. 

WasEtlSa 






’ AM/FM RADtO i 


mp- 


aiura Hsm253 
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• AM/FM radio. 

• Super bass boost 
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HSPX377 GREEN 
PERSONAL STEREO 

• Remote control 

• Auto reverse. 



A curb on parties* 
election spending is 
expected to come from 
an inquiry into political 
funding, it was 
confirmed yesterday. 
Anthony Bevins. Political 
Editor, looks at a 
significant initiative. 
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Was £5999. 


£ 49 




ES320 

CD RADIO CASSETTE 

• FM/MW/LW stereo radio. 

• Remote control. 

• LED display. 

• Top loading CD player. 


Dixons Deal 



□□ 


***** 




lEahBBBdl 


M Mmmm 


aiUfa NSX-AV75 

DOLBY PRO-LOGIC 


**■ : *1 , VO'I;!? J 


• Plays 143 to 3 CDs. 

• 5 speakers Included 

• 75/25/25 watts speakers. 

• 32 preset dgital tunec 
Was £44359. 






i ■ ,.v 



SA1/F 


v— / 





A ban cm American funding 
for Sinn Fein: the identifica- 
tion of £5,00Q-plus donors to 
parties; less reliance of 
Labour on the trade unions: 
and the elimination of mis- 
leading party labels, such as 
Literal Democrat, could all 
flow from concerted govern- 
ment action to dean up the 
“sleaze” that surrounds par- 
ty funding. 

The Independent reported 
exclusively last month that the 
Government had decided to 
curb the millions the parties 
currently spend - without 
restriction - during national 
ejections. 

Announcing yesterday 
that Sir Patrick Neill QC 
would take over from Lord 
Nolan as chairman of the 
Committee on Standards in 
Public Life, and that the com- 
mittee would now examine 
the funding of parties, Tony 
Blair S3id that the new chair- 
man could “look at all the as- 
pects of the way that political 
parties are funded, the way 
their campaigns are tun”. 

He added: “What is 
tremendously important is 
not just to dean up the stan- 
dards in Parliament, to make 
sure there's proper openness 
and honesty in the way that 
Members of Parliament con- 
duct their business, but also 
that political campaigns and 



How The Independent broke the 
news of Labour^ plans last month 


the way that parties are fund- 
ed have the same openness 
and transparency.” 

Asked specifically about a 
cap on election funding, a se- 
nior minister said: “That issue 
is being looked at.” 

Sir Patrick. 71, a former 
Warden of AU Souls College, 
Oxford, is to be made a life 
peer; said: “One possible as- 
pect we're looking at is over- 
all expenditure by the parties. 

“There's a limit on what 
candidates can spend, but no 
limit on what the parties can 
spend at an election time, and 
that strike most observers as 
somewhat odd.” 

Jack Straw, the Home 
Secretary, also said yesterday 
that he is to introduce a Bill, 
as promised in the May man- 
ifesto, to require all parties to 
declare the source of all do- 
nations above £5,000. along 
with a ban on all foreign do- 
nations to political parties. 

The early legislation will 
also provide for the registra- 
tion of political parties, re- 
quired for the introduction of 
proportional representation in 
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European elections in June . 
1990. That proposal will block ;i 
candidates standing under/ 
misleading or deliberately'; 
confusing labels, such as New j 
Labour or Literal Democrat 

Although the reference to - 
Sir Patrick's committee does 
not preclude state funding for; 
parties, it is thought that Mr 
Blair is against it, over and ; 
above the existing system of 
funding for party work in J 
Parliament. 

However, if a cap is to be 
imposed on election cam- : 
paign spending, that might al-V; 
low Labour to fund its';; 
political work from individual ’ 
subscriptions and donations, 
without the need to rely so^ 
heavily on its union “payvi 
masters” * 

In the run-up to the fast:./ 
election, it is helieved the*; 
Tories spent £20m. compared-^ 
with Labour's £13m and the?! 
Liberal Democrats’ £3m4> 
Ministers believe that a rea-H 
souable limit of between £5m*^ 
and £10m would be more -; 
sensible and much more^t 
democratic. | 
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12/FLASHPOINTS 



Greece and the G«^ek Cypriots heftl a tfiree<day Joint serctss on Cyprus s«f 
acaissd Turi^ of trW^ ^ airapKa &wee said yesterday TufSdsh 
waplaies had buzzed a rrtfitary transport plane canying ite Defence Minister. 
Turtey pfens mfitary exercises next month on Cyprus and in the Aegean and 
Mediterranean region. 


Annwti 15,000 Turiash troops pushed irto 
rattan Iraq test men* to fight KanteSm 
Waters Party (PKK) rebels, who use bases in 
tt» area to suite into' Tutty. The incwaon 
angered Iraq and flan. Turidsft troops have 


S 

? Continuing tensions In southern Lebaraw 
S; between Iranan-badad Hezbollah 
fluerraias. ts^asff hoops end their South 
Lebanon Army mSBa affies. On Tuesday, 
Israel warplanes attacked a Hiztwtah 
redo station near die Syrian border. 


TURKEY 


SYRIA 


fighfoe between foe two 
Iraqi Kixtfish factions 
tarate outbst weekend in 
spte Of a Western- 


Greece claims 
Turkey buzzed 
minister’s jet 


IRAQ 

Baghdad® 


Iran launched dr attacks 
on franan opposition 
bases inside Iraq on 
September 29. vtoJafog a 
m-fiywnepterotedbyfoe 
tinted States and fis affles. , 
Iraq sert up two flatters in 

puree#. again violating the 
zona. - 


Washington sent a seven-ship baffle group led by the 
Nsretz to the Q^twoweete ahead of sctwhie. They 
arrived fast Sonday, bringing the total number of US 
ships to toe GuB to 15. The US also sent two B-1 
bombers to Bahrain, but returns them to the US over 
the weekend. 


IRAN 


On Saturday, Iran began war games In the Gulf. covering 
1 5.000 square rrtites and Imping more than 10Q vessels. Iran 
also dakns to tore tested a locally but pfctfess stealth aircraft 


SAUDI 

ARABIA 




Greece and Turkey were back ina£ 
gry confrontation Iasi night after tfie 
Greek Defence Minister daaned that 

in the second such incident this week, 
his plane was buzzed yesterday by 
Turkish jets over the Aegean, this time 
as lie was returning from joint mili- 
tary exercises in Cyprus. 

According to the Athens Defence 
Ministry, the C-130 transport plane 
carrying Aids TSocbatzopouIos was 
harassed by four .Turkish F-J6s m 
Greek airspace before being seen off 
by eight Greek fighters. Ankara 
denied any violation, but the minis- 
ter called Turkey “an international 
troublemaker," that was reverting to 
the ways of the Cold War. 

Whichever version is correct, the 
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Iran warns B» US and Royd Mavtes after they moved into ai area at toe naval war games. « 
accuses U.S. forces spying on toe war games In toe Guff. On Wednesday ft sad & had wamad of! 
toa British rfestroysr ftotingham alter 8 came *wfflwi staring range’ of Iranian warships. 


— I fcaaas aa . - u — 

The USS Nimitz arrived in the Gulf 24 hours after Iran began its annual manoeuvres. It is fresh defiance by Saddam Hussein, rather than Iran’s actions, which worries the Allies Photograph: Rex Features 


Saddam raises the temperature in the Gulf 


A combination of fresh dashes m 
Kurdish northern Iraq, large-scale 
Iranian naval exercises and the 
hasty arrival of the US aircraft 
carrier Nimitz has sharply 
increased tensions in the GuH 
However, the root cause of the 
latest trouble, as Rupert Cornwell 
explains, is more bad behaviour by 
Saddam Hussein. 


A mood of confrontation in the Gulf has 
been steadily increasing since Sunday, 
when the l/SS Nimitz with SO warplanes 
aboard, arrived just 24 bouis alter Iran had 
begun rts annual manoeuvres, code-named 
Pirouzi (Victory). 

In response, Tehran declared it would 
“react decisively’’ to any aggressive action 
by the US fleet, and yesterday denounced 


both Britain and America for spying on its 
war games, during which it claims to have 
tested successfully a new unpiloted stealth 
aircraft Singled out for special mention was 
the British destroyer Nottingham, accused 
of sailing “within shooting distance" of Iran- 
ian warships, before heeding a warning to 
move away at once. 

In London and Washington, officials 
were playing down the affair. The Ministry 
of Defence last night did confirm the Not- 
tingham had been “in the vicinity" of Iran- 
ian vessels on Tuesday, but outside the 
12-raile territorial limit “We believe no in- 
cident took place," a spokesman said, and 
Pentagon officiate were similarly dismissive. 

In fact the current concern of the Al- 
lies is not so much the ultimate nightmare 
of a move by Tehran to dose the Straits of 
Hormuz and thus choke off the West's vi- 
tal 03 pipeline, as fresh defiance from Sad- 
dam Hussein. Once again, the Iraqi 
dictator is out to exploit any pretexts to 


break the strategic strait-jacket of the two 
no-fly-zones that effectively confine his air- 
force to the middle third of his country. 

On 29 September came the latest op- 
portunity: cross-border attacks by Iranian 
government planes against bases of the 
Iranian Mujahedin opposition, which is ac- 
tively supported by Baghdad. In response 
to this violation of the southern no-By-aonc, 
Saddam committed one of his own by 
scrambling Iraqi fighters to chase off the 
intruders. 

Bui, British officiate noted last night, this 
was just one of a string of recent in- 
fringements - others apparently some 400 
miles to die north, where Kurdish factions 
are battling for control of Kurdish regions 
of Iraq. Though Turkey yesterday denied 
any involvement, the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan accused Ankara of twice bomb- 
ing P UK-controlled territory, in support of 
the rival Kurdistan Democratic Party-. 

The hostilities signalled the end of a UN- 


brokeced ceasefire that had held for the pre- 
vious 12 months, designed in part to pre- 
vent Saddam exploiting differences between 
the factions to reassert his influence in the 
Kurdish segment of his country. 

Almost certainly the despatch of the 
Nimitz -which has not been accused by Iran 
of snooping on its exercises - is designed 
to send a clear message to Saddam to toe 
the line. “If these violations continue, he 
should be aware the coalition wQl strike 
back." a Western diplomat said last night. 

No less significantly, the Iraqi provo- 
cations come at a well tried moment. As 
be has done in the past, Saddam may be 
trying to defied attention from the latest 
report of the UN special commission that 
theoretically enforces the destruction by 
Iraq of its chemical and biological weapons, 
and equipment that could be used to build 
nudear bombs. Once again, Baghdad is sot 
complying, meaning that UN sanctions 
against Iraq will continue. 


If be stays true to form. Saddam will 
back down rather than invite an allied 
reprisal. But in a region that is always un- 
predictable. the Iranian dimension adds a 
further risk. 

Despite some signs that Washington is 
seeking to improve relations with the new 
- and conceivably more conciliatory- gov- 
ernment in Tehran, Iran is still deemed a 
“rogue state" and US policy remains the 
“dual containment" of both Iraq and Iran. 
Nor does fierce critirisn of the recent Fran- 
co- Russian gas deal with Iran suggest any 
softening of the Clinton administration’s 
stance. 

The proximity of US warships and 
Iranian planes in the Gulf can prove a 
volatile and tragic combination, as on July 
1988 when the US cruiser Vincennes mis- 
takenly shot down an Iranian civilian jet, 
killin g all 290 people aboard. Five months 
later, possibly in reprisal, came the bomb- 
ing of PanAm flight 103 over Lockerbie. 


nare-up inue>i 

end of a summer thaw in relations be- 
tween the eternally feuding Nato 
partners. It also douses a shortlived 

burst of optimism that a solution might 

be found to the 23 -year-old Cyprus 

crisfe, that twice in the past decade has 

helped bring Greece and TUikey dose 
to war. 

Once again, both sides are con-, 
ducting joint military exercises with 
their client portions of Cyprus, and 
yesterday Turkey said it would no 
longer honour a US proposal for a ban 
on mili tary flights over the island, af- 
ter this week’s joint Greek/Greek 
Cypriot manoeuvres attended by Mr 
Ikochatzopoulos. 

On top of its intractable dispute 
with Greece over territorial waters in 
the Aegean. Turkey is bitter at the de- 
cision of the European Union to in- 
clude the Greek-populated Republic 
of Cyprus in the six countries select- 
ed for the next round of enlargement 
retire, starting in January 1998 - while 
deferring negotiations over its own en- 
try into the EU. 

A scheduled Balkan summit in 
Crete in November offers an oppor- 
tunity to repair some of the damage. 
But no plans have been made for the 
two prime ministers to hold a sepa- 
rate meeting. Rupert Cornwell 
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*7 erupts over lost Montserrat warning 



No safe haven: Emmanuel Ryan, 2, looking into the darkened skies 


above Olvaston from hts mother's arms as the Soufrfere Hills volcano erupts on Montserrat Photograph: AP 




Scientists warned the 
British government 
10 years ago that 
Montserrat’s volcano was 
still active and would 
erupt again. Their 
predictions were 
ignored. The island’s 
people were never told 
that they were living in a 
potential disaster zone, 
Fran Abrams writes, and 
the burial of the report 
may have cost 
UK taxpayers tens of 
millions of pounds. 


The opening sentence of the re- 
port handed to the governor of 
Montserrat and to the island's 
government in 1987 was blunt. 

“Soufriere Hills volcano is 
active and will erupt again. It is 
a potential threat (o many of the 
■people that live in southern 
Montserrat," it read. 

The report, while stressing 
that the eruption could be a long 
time coming, suggested that 
important public utilities should 
be moved out of the capital Ply- 
mouth. which would be ex- 
tremely vulnerable when it did. 

Two years later, the island 
was devastated by Hurricane 
Hugo. The governments of 
Britain and of Montserrat, 
which is a British dependency. 


were presented with an oppor- 
tunity to address the problem. 
Instead, they spent almost £20m 
rebuilding the island’s main 
hospital, government head- 
quarters, schools and head- 
quart ere where they had been 
before. 

This week, Baroness Symons 
promised to try to find out 
what happened to the United 
Nations-sponsored report by 
Professor Geoffrey Wbdge of 
the University of Reading, and 
Michael Isaacs of the Seismic 
Research Unit in Trinidad. A 
Foreign Office spokesman sug- 
gested yesterday that the report 
would routinely have been 
passed on to officials in London, 
although he added that this 



£ tt)Satan /• 

• >.'■ : 7H0NTSEHJtin j 

Uti report predicted 7 
this area would be 
covered -fay lava 
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would have been the governor’s 
decision. Christopher Turner, 
the then governor of Montser- 
rat, could not be contacted for 
comment. 
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The co-ordinator of the 
Montserrat Action Commit- 
tee, MAC ’89, Janice Pan ton, 
said yesterday that it should 
have been publicised. 

*T grew up on the island with 
the view that the volcano was 
dormant It had been dormant 
for 400 years. If you are living 
with an active volcano you 
should know. 

“It should have been given 
to the people who were build- 
ing houses there. Then if it had 
been dismissed at least yon 
could say it was dismissed with 
knowledge," she said. 

Jenny Tooge, the Liberal 
Democrat MP for Richmond 
Park, read about the report in 
a Christian Aid leaflet pro- 
duced last year. When she 
asked the House of Commons 
library for a copy, sbe found that 
it did not have one. 

“What the hell had been go- 
ing on that allowed tens of mil- 
lions of pounds to be spent in 
an area that was known to be 
unsafe. The last government 
need to be called to give evi- 
dence to find out why that 
money was wasted,” she said. 

Britain gave £3m for essen- 
tial repairs immediately after 
Hurricane Hugo and followed 
it up in 1991 with a further 
£16An. 

The money was used to re- 
build arid expand the Glendon 
Hospital near Plymouth, to 
repair schools and public budd- 
ings, and to provide a safe wa- 
ter supply. Plymouth is now 
uninhabitable, along with the re- 
built hospital which bad never 
fully opened 

Since 1995 Britain has com- 
mitted itself to spending £45i5m 
on emergency aid to the island 

David Taylor, who was gov- 
ernor between 1990 and 1993, 
oversaw much of the post- 



hurricane rebuilding He said be 
had never heard of the report 
until he read Christian Aid's 
leaflet in 1996. U 1 haven't the 
slightest idea what became of it. 
It’s possible that it was in the 
governor’s office and was blown 
away during the hurricane. A lot 
of the governor s files disap- 
peared into the sea,” he said. 

Mr Taylor was unsure 
whether thin^ would have been 
different if the report had been 
published “It’s very difficult to 
judge - it is both hypothetical 
and with hindsight.” he said 

Baroness Chalker. a For- 
eign Office minister, was deputy 
foreign secretary from 1987 un- 
til 1989 and minister for over- 
seas aid from 1989 until May this 
year. Although she was not re- 
sponsible for Montserrat in 
1987, she dealt with the after- 
math of the hurricane and the 
rebuilding programme. She said 
she had never been shown the 
Wfcdge and Isaacs report. If she 
had it would have been acted 
on. “The governor should have 
sent it to the Foreign Office and 
it should have been brought to 
the attention of whoever was the 
Caribbean minister in those 
days.” she said 

“We were absolutely deter- 
mined to respond to the scien- 
tific evidence. There was no 
scientific evidence which wasn’t 
fuDy accepted. I have no knowl- 
edge of this report.” 

Professor Wadge was not 
anxious to apportion blame for 
the effective disappearance of 
bis report. “The main reaction 
at the time was polite: ‘Yes, this 
is very interesting but we notice 
there hasn't been an eruption 
for hundreds of years.’ 

“It’s an obvious way of think- 
ing and it’s unfortunate that it 
has caught them out in this 
way,” he said. 
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DAILY POEM 


Nunc Dimittis 

by Edwin Brock 

In his sleep the ccnvs 
drift through the old streets 
filling the frost 
with their breathing. 

A voice is explaining itself 
to someone who does not 
need an explanation or 
who has died without iL 

He has justified every failure 
by believing that 
anything here can be 
used to make a shelter. 

He has chosen eight discs. 

The seabirds cry through 
the old streets. "Would 
you be able to look after 

yoursdf, catch fish or 
build a boat?” Someone is 
thanking him over and over 
again. Over and over. 

This poem completes our selection from the work of Edwin 
Brock, who died last month. His Five Ways to Kill a Man: new 
and selected poetry (£7.95) is published by Enithaimon Press 
at 36 St George's Avenue, London N7 0HD. 
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Blair spins royal tour into success 


The accident-prone 
royal tour of India took a 
further turn for the 
worse yesterday after 
Tony Blair urged 
colleagues to tell the 
“success stories of the 
visit". Anthony Bevins, 
Political Editor, reports 
on a storm in an Indian 
tea-cup. 


The Prime Minister went out of 
his way to praise Robin Cook, 
the Foreign Secretary, during 
yesterday’s Cabinet, for doing 
an excellent job during his vis- 
it, with the Queen, to the Indian 
subcontinent. 

“The Prime Minister said 
that what was required now was 
a major effort of communica- 
tion to explain more widely the 
thus-far unreported success 


stones of the visit," a 
spokesman said. 

Mr Cook promptly gave a 
series of interviews in which he 
said he had given no public 
statements on the dedicate issue 
of Kashmir, and the cancella- 
tion of a toast doe to have been 
given by the Queen in Madras 
yesterday was a "storm in a 
toast-cup". 

But the media minefield 
was then abundantly illustrat- 
ed with a report that Sir Robert 
Felkiwes, the Queen’s private 
secretary, had said in Madras: 
“Tbe Queen is here on the ad- 
vice of ministers in Britain. 
She does not go out on a limb.” 

The inference was prompt- 
ly drawn that Sir Robert was 
passing the buck - and the 
blame - on to the Foreign Of- 
fice, and that if the Queen was 
oat on a limb, that was the fault 
of Mr Cook and his officials. 

The Foreign Office was as 


baffled by that as it was by the 
whole affair, particularly as Mr 
Cook and Sir Robert had spo- 
ken an hour earlier on the 
telephone. 

A senior Foreign Office 
source said the warmth of the 
welcome for the Queen had 
been immense; trade orders 
had reflected the goodwill en- 
gendered by the visit, and the 
relationship between the two 
governments had never been 
stronger. Mr Cook said Index 
Kumar Gujral, India’s Prime 
Minister, had told the Queen 
political and economic relations 
have never been in better 
shape. “In a statement' winch be 
issued after a meeting with 
myself," Mr Cook added, “he 
described it as a friendly and a 
viable meeting. Our diplomat- 
ic ties are veiy strong, as indeed 
are our trade ties.” 

Prince Philip, meanwhile, in 
a speech given aboard the Roy- 


al Navy frigate HMS Westmin- 
ster docked in Bombay, asked 
businessmen of the two coun- 
tries to do something that crit- 
ics said were missing between 
the diplomats. “Though tech- 
nology has transformed the 
world beyond recognition, 
there & still no substitute for 
personal interaction," he said. 
"It is sometimes surprising how 
many doors can be opened." 

A senior Foreign Office 
source said the media had got 
the entire affair "out of focus” 
and had allowed "a molehill to 
obscure the mountain" of suc- 
cess. The source added thru 
there was more trade mid in- 
vestment between the two 
countries than at any time in 
history, including the tune of 
the Empire. 

Mr Gujral will have an op- 
portunity to put his own version 
when he visits Britain next 
week for a Commonwealth 


Heads of Government meeting. 

As for the source of the per- 
ceived diplomatic difficulties. 
Sir David Gore-Booth, British 
High Commissioner in India, 
said: “The Indian press is al- 
most as licentious as our own... 

“I find some of the reaction 
more invented than real- The 
I nctiaFi press, like the British 
press, is always on the lookout 
for gaffes and bloopers.” Sir 
David also denied a report in 
an Indian newspaper that Mr 
Cook had a blazing row with Mr 

Gujral. 

A Palace official told re- 
porters in Madras that any 
problems on the visit had been 
“flea bites" and “nit-picking". 

However, Michael Howard, 
the shadow Foreign Secretary, 
said last night “Never has a 
Foreign Secretary caused so 
much offence to so many 
people in such a short space of 
time." 



The Duke of Edinburgh yfaWng W«tem Marti Comma* 
addressed a business seminar on HMS Westminster Photograp 
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Solutions for a small planet 
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US army charges top soldier 
with sexual harassment 

The former top enlisted man in the US army. Sergeant Major 
Gene McKinney, has been formally indicted on 20 charges of sex- 
ual harassment and is to appear at court martial in Virginia in 
January. Sgt Major McKinney, who is black, has denied all the 
accusations against him and his supporters have implied a racial 
motive in the allegations, noting that all his female accusers are 
white. The decision to bring charges followed a hearing in which 
six women, all former colleagues of Sgt Major McKinney and his 
junior in rank, claimed he had used his position to make sexual 
advances. Sgt Major McKinney, and his wife of 25 years, Wil- 
helmina. appeared together on a television talk-show to dismiss 

the allegations as without foundation. 

Mary Dejevsky, Washington 

Tajik leader’s guards killed 

Gunmen attacked the headquarters of Tajikistan’s presidential 
guards in Dushanbe yesterday, killing 14 servicemen. More than 
70 gunmen opened fire on the compound with automatic 
weapons and grenade launchers. The gunmen seized two guard 
posts, and then stormed a barracks, shooting five sleeping offi- 
cers. More than 20 guards were injured in the ensuing battle, which 
raged for an hour-and-a-haif. President Emomali Rakhmonov’s 
hard-line government signed a peace, deal in June with mainly 
fundamentalist Muslim opposition groups to end a civil war that 
broke out shortly after independence in 1991. 

Swiss banks to reveal more 

Swiss banks said yesterday they would publish a second list of 
dormant accounts containing 18 million Swiss francs (£&8m). bring- 
ing the total found so far to about 78 million francs. Georg Kray- 
er, chairman of the Swiss Bankers Association, said the money 
discovered in dormant accounts opened before the end of the 
Second World War was still significantly below the amounts Jew- 
ish groups allege Swiss banks are hiding. In addition to scour- 
ing their vaults Credit Suisse Group, Swiss Bank Corp (SBC) and 
Union Bank of Switzerland UBS have contributed 100 million 
Swiss francs to set up a fund for Holocaust victims. 

Russia sees sharp rise in TB 

About 2.2 million people are Ql with tuberculosis in Russia and 
the disease is steadily spreading, a health official said yesterday. 

Last year alone. 24,700 people died of tuberculosis and 98,000 
people were recorded as having contracted the disease. The main 
source of infection in Russia is its overcrowded, disease-ridden 
prisons, where the iafection rate has skyrocketed. Overall, the 
number of TB cases has risen nearly 4 per cent in the past year. 


Papon quizzed on 
Algerians’ deaths 


■A* can* wfl Bo cnvijM nt raowntf raka 


The trial of the Vichy 
official Maurice Papon 
for his role in the 
persecution of French 
Jews has taken an 
unexpected turn. As John 
Uchfiefd reports from 
Paris, Mr Papon has also 
been asked to explain 
the deaths of up to 300 
Algerians in the city in 
1961 , when he was the 
police chief. 


According to the official record, 
only two people died when a 
peaceful Algerian march was 
brutally suppressed by Paris po- 
lice on 17 October 1961. 
But historians and Algerian 
organisations say at least 200 
people, maybe as many as 300, 
were drowned, shot or dubbed 
to death by police. 

On the witness stand, Mau- 
rice Papon, admitted that “15 
to 20” Algerian bodies were 
taken from the River Seine; be 
is the first official involved to 
admit such a high death-tolL 
But Mr Papon went on to daim 
the victims were “dissidents" 
killed by another faction of the 
Algerian demonstrators. The 
claim was greeted in France 
with a mixture of disbelief and 
anger. The interior minister. 
Jean-Pierre Chcvcnement, 


hinted he might allow police 
records to be opened in an at- 
tempt to clarify the mystery. 

Mr Papon made his com- 
ments while answering ques- 
tions on his conduct as a public 
official during the Vichy peri- 
od and his high-flying career af- 
ter 1945. He said the higher 
death tolls claimed by some for 
the Algerian march were “far- 
fetched”. 

Mr Rapon, 87. is on trial for 
“complicity in crimes against hu- 
manity" for his part in the arrest 
and deportation of 1300 Jews 
from the Bordeaux area in 1942- 
44. He told the court he had per-' 
sonally saved the lives of 139 
Jews by striking them from the 
lists of those to be arrested. He 

rejected the prosecution’s dal™ 
that he sought to advance tos ca- 
reer by rounding up Jews as ef- ! 
nciently as possible. 

He had, he said, “partici- 
pated in the Nazi repression of 
the Jews with anguish." He had 
made “every effort to save as 
many members of the Jewish 
community as possible". He 
claimed he and his wife had 

.5‘f? a * Christmas 1943, 
thinking of the Jews wfao had 

just departed (on hfe onjos). 

startling as these dahns 
^ibey tended to undermine 
Part of the case presented by 
Papon s own lawyers, thaifae 
^.^^^ithejewshe 
“~ d te '**%■ 
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Shell looks at 
the sun as energy 
source of future 


*iift worlds biggest oil 
ompany is taking a 
srious interest in green, 
enewable energy. Shelia 
urprise decision to 
nvest hundreds of 
Trillions of pounds in 
solar power is probably a 
recognition that oiPs 
days are numbered 
rather than just PR, 
says Environment 
Correspondent 
Nicholas Sefioon. 


By 2050, half the world's 
energy is going to come from 
renewable sources such as sun- 
shine, wind, running water and 
green plants rather than from 
oil, gas, cool and nuclear, ac- 
cording to a scenario Shell is 
working to. 

The Anglo-Dutch group 
said it would be investing 
£3 00m over the next five years 
in expanding its capacity to 
make solar cells and in grow- 
ing trees to be burnt in elec- 
tricity-generation power 
stations. It is a shift environ- 
mentalists have long been 
demanding. 

Jim Dawson, president of 
the newly created Shell In- 
tematioial Renewables, said no 
other ccmpany was investing as 
much. His aim is to win at least 
10 per rent of the world mar- 
ket fot solar or photovoltaic 
cells b 2005. 

Shell had made its decision 
mainh because of how it ex- 
pectei the energy world to 
chang: over the next 50 years. 
“We lave not reacted in a 


knee-jerk way to environmen- 
tal pressure, but we do listen to 
what the environmental groups 
and others say. Wb’d be stupid 
if we didn't.” 

The new strategy compares 
with that of the other UK- 
based oil giant, BP, which has 
taken an earlier and larger, in- 
terest in photovoltaics. BP al- 
ready has 10 per cent of the 
market, currently worth over 
£600m a year and growing at 
some 14 per cent every 12 
months. 

Growing trees to burn them 
in power stations may seem a 
strange way of providing green, 
renewable energy. But if the 
trees chopped down are 
replaced by young, growing 
trees in plantations it is. These 
growing trees absorb carbon 
dioxide, the main global warm- 
ing gas. which is produced 
when coal, oD, gas and also 
wood are burnt. 

If wood replaces fossil fuels 
in power stations, and new 
wood is constantly being grown 
to replace it, then no extra car- 
bon dioxide is released into the 
air. 

Shell already has planta- 
tions of fast growing trees in 
South America, Africa and 
New Zealand, covering an area 
Larger than Greater London. It 
promises that it will not take 
wood from virgin forests and 
where there are stands of 
natural trees near or among its 
plantations these will be 
protected. 

Shell believes the big mar- 
ket for renewables is in rural 
areas of developing countries 
where many homes and busi- 
nesses are not on the electric- 
ity grid. It envisages buildings 


covered with photovoltaic cells, 
and small power stations using 
locally grown wood. It plans to 
build several in the next few 
years. 

Yesterday, Greenpeace UK 
welcomed the strategy. It is sig- 
nificant that they are trying to 
catch up with BP, but we won't 
be able to judge how serious 
they are for several years,” 
said solar campaigner Marcus 
Rand. 

“Hopefully 1997 will come 
to be seen as a turning point,” 
be said. 

In terms of Shell’s total in- 
vestment each year, which goes 
mostly into oil and gas explo- 
ration and oil products tike plas- 
tics and chemicals, the new 
money for renewables is tiny - 
about one per cenL 

But the planned investment 
in its new division is only a little 

less than what has been invested 
each year in Britain through the 
1990s by the entire private sec- 
tor on installing renewable en- 
ergy sources. 

Rupert Fraser of the UK 
Renewable Generators Con- 
sortium, which represents this 
young industry, said: “I th i n k 
Shell is a serious player. They're 
cautious people, and they 
wouldn't want to make a fuss 
about getting into renewables 
if they had to get out again a 
few years later." 

Shell is also working on ge- 
netic engineering of trees, to 
make them more resistant to 
frost and easier to turn into pa- 
per, at its forestry research di- 
vision in Kent That will not 
please Greenpeace, which is 
strongly opposed to the new 
technology of switching genes 
between species. 



Photograph: Greenpeace 


Undersea menace: A striped dolphin caught in a drift net in the north-east Atlantic 

Dismay at bid to end whaling ban 


The Government was yester- 
day urged to resist “bullyrag 
tactics" by Japan and Norway 
when ministers meet next 
week to discuss a plan for the 
resumption of limited 
commercial whaling. 

It was also urged by the 
RSPCA to drop its opposition 

to a ban on European drift nets 
and end the slaughter of thou- 
sands of whales and dolphins. 

The proposal to allow a re- 


sumption of whaling would 
mean “disaster” for the 
world's endangered whales if 
it gets the go-ahead at the In- 
ternational Whaling Com- 
mission meeting in Monaco, 
the London-based Environ- 
mental Investigation Agency 
warned. 

Commercial killing of 
Minke - whales has been 
banned since 1986 but both 
Japan and Norway still hunt 


them, using a loophole in the 
rules which allows “scientific” 
quota catches. 

The new plan, put forward 
by the Irish, would allow Japan 
and Norway to kill whales 
within 200 miles of their coast- 
lines - but in return they 
would have to accept the es- 
tablishment of a global sanc- 
tuary for whales and the 
dosing of the legal loophole on 
scientific catches. 


But environmentalists warn 
the vast majority of whales 
spend some time in coastal wa- 
ters, so the plan could expose 
virtually the entire world pop- 
ulation to hunting. 

Dave Curry, of the EIA, said 
that the proposal belonged in 
“cloud cuckoo land", and 
added: “It bears no reality to 
what goes on in Tokyo fish mar- 
kets where whale meat ends up 
for sale at £200 per kilo.” 


Threat 
to green 
space 

The Government was yesterday 
under pressure to halt a local 
authority’s “disastrous deci- 
sion" to back the building of 
10,000 new homes on Green 
Belt land. 

Friends of the Earth chal- 
lenged ministers to act after 
Hertfordshire County Council 
gave the go-abead for a new set- 
tlement west of Stevenage. 

The environmental group 
said the development will 
create an almost continuous 
urban sprawl between Steve- 
nage and Hitchin. 

But a spokesman for the De- 
partment of the Environment 
said it would not intervene un- 
til the council gave formal no- 
tice that it intended to adopt the 
modified plan. 

The spokesman added: 
“The Government has recently 
re-affirmed its commitment to 
protecting the countryside in- 
cluding Green Belt in relation 
to out-of-town developments 
and is currently carefully con- 
ridering responses to a Green 
Paper on household growth. 

“In doing so, the Govern- 
ment is committed to make the 
best possible use of brownfield 
sites and urban areas to create 
jobs, re-genera te co mmun ities 
and protect the countryside.” 

FoEarth said more than 
4,000 people objected to the 
scheme at a public inquiry and 
the decision was made in the 
face of opposition from the 
Conservatives, the largest group 
oa the council. 

Simon Festing, FoE housing 
campaigner, said: “Labour has 
consistently said ft, would protect 
the countryside. Ministers must 
overturn this disastrous decision 

arid review their housing policies 

to stop urban sprawl and allow 
house-builders to use derelict 
land in towns and cities." 
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Glorious gallery threatens to eclipse its contents 


The world swooned over the 
Guggenheim Museum^ 
architecture, with its curved 
titanium plates burnished by the' 
sun. A question remains whether 
the museum, which opens on 
Sunday, will work as a gallery. 

Our correspondent In Madrid ; • 
believes it will, as long as it ■ ' 

continues to house the bold ► 
master-works which the New York 
foundation shipped in for the 
inaugural exhibition. 


Frank Getary's spectacular building swh£s 
around a central atrium, where tight 
sloshes through glass and metal windows 
that leap tike fish from the floor to the 165ft 
flower-petal ceiling. Claes Oldenburg’s Soft 
Sliunkcock, perched on a topmost balcony, 
sends creamy canvas feathers nwarfmg 
down the central wall. 

The galleries lunge from this bub in ac- 
cordance with the Guggenheim director 
Thomas Krens's philosophy of a 2lst-cen- 
tuiy museum: “We wanted to challenge die 
outdated, encyclopaedic notion of a mu- 


BY ELIZABETH 
NASH 


scum that leads you blindly through a 
labyrinth of individual examples of every- 
thing we know. That is not a post-modern, 
post-technological take on knowledge. 

Our 1 9 galleries are each chapters, or short 
stories, in an anthology of this century's 
visual culture.'' he said. 

Here are Lichtensteins and Wuhois that 
seem poster-sized. Walk through Snake, a 
Richard Sena installation of curved steel 
weighing 160 tons that sits quietly to the 
side of the room. It wUi take you several 
minutes. Then take a 100-yard stroll to 
where Oldenburg's fabulous scarlet 
Knifcship - a galleon-sized penknife whose 
blades lift and protruding oars row 
majestically- looks set to roB out to sea. 

“The visitors can always get their bear- 
ings,” said Krens about these centrifugal 
rooms - some futuristic in shape, others 
with classical proportions. This was reas- 
suring. Like Alice, I was beginning to feel 
I bad obeyed the instruction “drink me” 
and would soon be unable to embrace a 



The «h«* of *he new. Voters 

^ presentation to the pre^ 
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open the museum* below, on 
Pbfeefofleda plan by Bascju* 
terrorists to mount a rodeet attack 
at tiie opening 
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PRIZE POSSES SIONS 


Richard Serra: Snake 1994-96 
Georges Braque: Piano and Mandoia 
1909-10, Violin and Palate 1909 
Marc Chagall: Paris Through the 
Window 1913, Green VioSnist 1923-24 
Andy Warhol: One hundred and fifty 
Multicoloured Marilyns 1979 
Robert Rauschenberg: Barge 1963 
Picasso: Mandolin and Guitar 1924 
Claes Oldenburg and Cocjsje van 
Bruggen: Knife Ship 19851 Wood 
covered whhri^ste^ahgninh nri and 
motes with blades vertical, t 
Roy Lichtenstein: Preparedness 1968. 
three panels \ 

Anselm Kiefer. Sun-ship 1984-&5 
Vaaly Kandinsky: BtueMountairy 1908- 
1909 Several Circles 192 6 I 

Damien Hirst: Two Similar Forms in 
Endless Motion (Broken) 1993. 


. *>•;' ' • - 


mushroom. 

Gehry remains unhappy about this 
450ft main gallery, the one that from out- 
side looks like a ship poking beneath the 
main motorway bridge entering the city. 
“I wanted to put walls in and make it three 
separate galleries but he [he pointed to 
Krens] wouldn't let me.” 

Krens insists this constitutes the build- 
ing’s great strength: “Much of the art of 
the last 40 years has been 'of scale’. It’s our 
respectability to respond and provide a con- 
text. No other museum could show these 
works as well as this building.” be said this 
week in Bilbao. 

The effect is thrilling, but the lesser 


works are in danger of being overwhelmed 
hy a h iiflditig that Q*rtafnfy f ulfils fifehiy's 

aim: “Its very important to have a museum 

that maters an rmp nr fan f stateme nt and has 

a presence in your life. It's ail experimen- 
tal We're not precious about this. We're 
trying things oul” 

The Guggenheim Foundation has 
palled out the stops for the opening of its 
flagship in Europe. Eight Anselm Keifezs 
seem perfectly at home in their own 
gallery. whose walls curve upwards and aide- 
ways in all directions. Three-dimensional 
sunflower statics and metal shards dart from 
the walls and the floor. Only the mono- 
chrome tones keep you from falling over. 


Nine splendid Kandmskys - merciful- 
ly hung in conventional rooms - sweep from 
fouvism through cubism and expression- 
ism to abstraction, complemented by 
Ldger, Picasso, Braque, Miro and a clutch 
of German- expressionists, with a nod to 
Surrealism (Max Ernst) by way of what an 
Americasferitic dismissed as “two piddly 
Mondrians”. Damien Hirst, engaging and 
lively, has an upper gallery to himself. 

Not all these marvels will remain. 
More than half the exhibits will change as 
the Guggenheim rotates its vast collection. 
This was the agreement between the 
Basque regional authorities, who paid 
£70m for the building, and the Guggen- 


heim, which will supply SO per cent of its 
contents. 

Thomas Krens is confident that Picas- 
so’s masterpiece Guernica - withheld by 
Madrid's Reina Sofia Museum on account 
of its fragile state -win eventually be shown 

here. 

“I fully expea Guernica to come,” he 
said. “The Basques have paid for it with 
their blood and suffering. We have designed 
a special track to provide the safest move- 
ment of an artwork' that has ever taken 
place -and well work with the Reina Sofia 
on installing it.” 

Jeff Roods’ giant Puppy sculpture, 
studded with 70,000 panties, dominates the 


forecourt But it was outflanked thk week 
by a darker installation, of bouquets can- 
dles and a black-draped Basquj flag, 
marking the spo t where Basque separatist 
Eta gunmen shot a policeman on Mtoday. 
The policeman prevented Eta from tiding 
12 anti-tank missiles, whiefa were pimed 
to explode at Saturday’s opening tv the 
King Juan Garios and Queen Sola of 
Spain. 

Security has been tightened an the 
ra rktati receptions have been scaled i twn, 
but the authorities insist: “nothing wifl i ake 
us step back” to stop the public frotwis- 
iting what is already a triumphant syibol 
of the city. \ . 
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Stru ggling author 

attracts £2m 

for debut novel 


i r*.' 1 


AoB>SBsh author has set a new 

rword m publishing this week at 
Frankfurt Book Fair. * 

^- ouise Hancock looks at the 
arrent trend towards big money 
advances for debut novels. 

ttlfS authorise ,0 receive 

at least £2m for his debut novel tt. 
Uzams Child by Roben Mawson a ££ 
mcr pilot and advertising copywnrer tells 

t d TZfrT E ^ lSh C ° Uple ’ s »«**"!» «o 

T ? their daughter out of a coma 
Hb bteraiy agent. Christopher Utile 
ts^nfictem that the maouscripu touted S 
ato^erhbSe sure*® along the lines of The 
gw isperer, will secure the author a 

fi7JS| en \ had *5“ to 101 diem all up, 

t* he wfli make easily £2m from hook righ ts 
and advances alone,” said Mr Little 

Tie British publisher, Transworld are 
reptted to have paid £420.000 for the rights 
m tus country. International publishers 
h^e also been keen to secure the rights 
fettle novel, with Bantam in the US re- 
ported to be willing to pay nearly £lm for 
excuswe rights. 

literary interest in the manuscript, 
ffnehed only two weeks ago. was instan- 
taneous. Mr Mawson's agent submitted it 
to one publishers in this country. The first 
repies began arriving the same after- 
notn. One representative went so far as 
to camp on the agent’s doorstep the very 
not day. 

n Frankfort, where the world s biggest 
botk fair is currently taking place, auctions 
are going on to secure the international 
rigits. 

Mr Mawson's success, which follows a 
li/dong desire to write a bestseller, gives 
hope to thousands of aspiring authors. His 
fij£ attempt, A Ship called Hope, was a 
faffire. 

But his agent claims he knew the lat- 
estbook would be a success from the be- 
giniing. “1 thought we were really, really 
on o something big. It is very rare that you 
have a book that appeals to different na- 
tionalities with equal excitement, ” he said 
Tie financial windfall came at an op- 


portune time for the struggling writer. He 
had give n up his job and moved to a small 
collage in Ranee to write a novel, but was 
facing financial ruin. 

Now he will receive several million 
pounds in book advances. But the incred- 
ible success of Nicholas Evans' debut nov- 
el The Horse Whisperer, currently being 
filmed by Robert Redford, suggests he 
could make far more. 

Mr Hill was coy about the possibility of 
The Lazarus Child following a similar 
path, but he did admit: "Film rights are 
buzzing too but nothing is seLtied yet.” 

The Lazarus Child follows a string of 
debut novels which have made their authors 
instant millionaires. 

Last year. The Big Picture by Douglas 
Kennedy, a 42-ycar-old London-based 
journalist, became America's first “miQion- 
dollar novel” when three of America's most 
powerful publishing companies fought for 
the North American rights. 

In the same year. Arundhati Roy, the 
Booker Prize-winning author of The Cod 
of Small Things , received world wide ad- 
vances totalling over £Ira. 

But the potential film deal is even more 
lucrative. The Last couple of years have seen 
a staggering number of record breaking 
deals as film producers seeks to turn best- 
selling books into equally successful films. 

John Grisham is the best known mem- 
ber of this “multi-million dub". He recently 
signed an $8m deal for his book The Run- 
away Jury, tipped to be match his previous 
blockbusters. The Client and The Firm. 

But British authors are not far behind. 
Nicholas Evans’ The Horse Whisperer was 
the first to break into this exclusive mar- 
ket. His novel was the focus of a fierce bid- 
ding war, eventually won by Robert 
Redford for £2m: at the time, it was only 
half-finished. 

Perhaps even more astounding was 
the case of Philip Kerr from Wimbledon, 
west London. His first attempt at fiction. 
Gridiron , about a building which takes res 
venge on its occupants, merited a $lm 
advance. 

On the strength of this.’lbm Cruise paid 
£lm for a 10-page summary of his next 
book. The author was quoted as saying: 
“Now I’ve just got to start writing it" 



Declared genius: Stephen Fry as Oscar Wilde in Wilde, which opened last night at the Odeon, 
Leicester Square, London. The film b directed by Brian Gilbert, with Jude Law as Basie 


Shopping refugee 
creeps back to a 
warm welcome 


Nicola Horiick crept back and 
conquered. The megabucks 
banker with a penchant for 
Cook Report tactics and large 

familie s, had hated the town so 

much the last tune she was here 
that she got arrested trying to 
escape. 

But that was some time ago 
and Cheltenham Ladies Col- 
lege has changed considerably 
since then. “When I was here 

you were only allowed out to go 

shopping once a term. Can 
you imagine ii7 Once a term!" 

Clearly not Something had 
to give, so young Nicola went 
off to a day school in the North 
where she was able to fully de- 
velop her unerring ability to 
shop for even bigger and 
better unit trusts. 

She was slimmer than they 
remembered, “I’Ve lost two 
stone", and a Jot less scary 
than they imagined. She wasn’t 
able to say that She was always 
going to be a working mum, but 
she was sure of one thing: T 
can’t go into politics because if 
I do Tim has said that he will 
divorce me" 

She answered their ques- 
tions on fiscal policy and told 
them that she still makes her 
awn Christmas cake and 
doesn’t let the children watch 
too much television. The ma- 
trons cheered and embraced 
their nervous schoolgirl 

As they did the journalist 
and broadcaster Jonathan Dim- 
bleby. So much so that, if be was 
ever in need of yet another job 
to add to his already bulging 
portfolio, he could happily rely 
on being made mayor of Chel- 
tenham. 

The faithful wanted to 
know, indeed were secretly 
praying, if his friend Chris Pat- 
ten, the Last Governor, the sub- 
ject of his new book, would 
consider returning to the Tory 
Party. After a considered pause 
be had to admit he really 
couldn’t say. 
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Nicola HorikJc Living on 
the edge in Cheltenham 

At the moment, Chris was in 
France preparing his own book. 
But, if pressurised, he thought 
it would be difficult for ex-gov- 
ernor Patten to resist. “But per- 
sonally," be helpfully added, T 
can't see why he would want to 
spend the next 10 years of his 
life in that particular piranha 
pool.” 

They sighed in agreement, 
after all they too were liberals 
now. After the event, Dimbel- 
by confessed that he had gone 
to the Waterstones book shop 
10 warn lb era to expect a huge 
swell in customers. “I told 
them, be prepared Michael 
Palin is due to arrive later!" 

— Sam Taylor 


Publishers cry foul 
US books are sold 


^Herelones. one of Britain’s 
begest books retailers, said 
ysterday It was considering 
ho* 10 deal with the threat of 
acion by the Publishers' As- 
sa'iation to stop the sale of 
Anerican books over the In- 
tend. 

The Publishers’ Associa- 
te n. the body whit* repre- 
sents UK book publishers, 
raealed yesterday that it was 
ctnsidering proposals to stop 
ih* on-line sale of United 
Saies editions of books 10 UK 

te e^s. US Based Inter- 
iselleis such as Barnes 
aid Noble and Amazon have 
hcreased sales to the UK in 
reent months and often of- 
f r large discounts on the list 
pice of books. 

The Publishers' Associa- 
te says legal advice sug- 
psjs such sales may breach 
opyrighL if a UK edition of 
lie same title was also avail- 
Die. U has already cracked 
own on a number of UK- 
bsed on-line booksellers 
fanning to sell discounted US 
di lions over the Net. 

Bui Internet selling is a 


growing part of the book re- 
tailing market. Waterstones, 
for example, set up its inter- 
net site 12 months ago and says 
that since then it has enjoyed 
growth of 35 per cent a month. 

The WH Smith subsidiary 
plans to introduce US editions 
to its Internet bookstore ear- 
ly next year - a move which 
looks likely to bring it into di- 
rect conflict with the Associ- 
ation. 

Yesterday, Sally Tfcplia, 
new media manager at Wa- 
lerstones, said that the com- 
pany had not yei decided how 
co deal with the threat, but 
added that publishers were go- 
ing to have to “look hard" at 
developments in the retail 
market if booksellers were 
not going to lose business. 

“If that’s what the cus- 
tomer wants, then booksellers 
are going to have to look 
hard at the arrangements 
which currently exist to see 
they are not damaging their 
business," she said. 

“It's a global market and ._ 
booksellers might not want to 
be competing on-line, but 


as cheap 
on-line 


thafsposabtythe reality of the 
situation. It may be that just 
as as the Net Book Agreement 
was a publisher’s agreement 
that needed to be reviewed, I 
think it’s come to a stage 
where there’s so much dis- 
cussion around it people will 
have to look at it.” 

If the extra retailing medi- 
um led to an overall increase 
In demand, she said, then 
there was potential for all 
sides to be happy. 

“Wfe feel that publishers 
are very important and we 
want to work harmoniously 
with them and not damage 
that relationship," she said. 
“But we do believe that what 
the customers want is equal- 
ly important" 

Many bookstores have re- 
cently set up their own inter- 
net shopping site, including 
Book Data, which can dis- 
patch books from Dillons, 
H ammicks or the PC Book- 
shop. There are also a num- 
ber of online-only stores such 
as Bookpages and the Inter- 
net Bookshop. 

— Jojo Moyes 
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L’Art de l’Assemblage 

by Baron Philippe de Rothschild 
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Overworked women: do they quit - or just quit moaning?) 


High-flying career and a 
fulfilling personal life? It 
can’t be done, says 
Elizabeth PeHe 
McKenna, and women 
shouldn’t even be trying. 
We gave her new 
book to 20-something 
Clare Gamer and, 
opposite, working 
mother Diane Coyle. 

Here is their response. 

A new generation of young 
women takes for granted Lhat 
they can succeed in a man's 
world, on men's terms, and 
weather with ease all the at- 
tendant pressure, politics and 
stress. There may be a price to 
pay in their personal lives, but 
it’s worth paying in the brave, 
new, downsized world. 

However, according to an 
older and therefore wiser Amer- 
ican woman, who woke up and 
smelt the coffee at 40, H doesn't 
have to be this way. What's 
more, there is trouble ahead for 
any woman who builds her iden- 
tify solely around her work. Af- 
ter the women’s movement, she 
says, comes a second battle: the 
battle for work to take its due 
place along all the other im- 
portant aspects of our lives. 

Elizabeth Perie McKenna, a 
furmer publishing executive, 
describes her book When Work 
Doesn't Work Anymore , pub- 
lished here this week, as a 
“wake-up call" to all women 
who feel there is an increasingly 
adversarial relationship be- 
tween the professional and 
and the personal We've got the 
solutions, she says. We just 
don't dare implement them. 

She argues that women are 
imprisoned by the very thing 
they thought would set them 
free. They may have parity, but 
it’s making them miserable. 
The solution, she says, is to fight 
for a feminised workplace. But 
this battle is harder to win than 
the original one for equality. 
“The women's movement was 
founded on anger,” she ex- 
plains. * It is very hard to do this 
second movement because it is 
founded on depression." 

To any 20-something woman 
who is lucky enough to have 
landed a job in her chosen ca- 
reer all this may come as a bit 
of a shock. Success equals a 
good job and who they are is. 
lo a large extent, defined by 
what they do. But are they be- 
ing honest? On the surface, 
work gives sclf-csleem and fi- 


nancial independence, but, se- 
cretly, some women are al- 
ready feeling a bit jaundiced. 
They know that these days a job 
ts not for life and Chat no 
amount of sacrifices will guar- 
antee promotion or, more im- 
portant, deep personal 
happiness. They want to work, 
but not at the expense of every- 
thing else. 

Take one friend of mine, 
Mary, a 30-year-old marketing 
executive. On hearing about 
Miss McKenna's book she said 
wistfully: “Is she saying we 
should give up? I think we 
should.” Hang on a minute. 
This from a woman who is 
about to take up the offer of a 
bigger and better job, complete 
with company BMW. Surely 
some mistake? 

“It’s five days to two days,” 
she explained. “That’s the 
wrong balance. You spend the 
majority of your life working 
and. even if it's enjoyable, it’s 
Stressful. 1 could take a four-day 
week in my present firm, but 
pride stops me. It's convention 
that's forcing me on to make 
that next step ” She is. accord- 
ing to McKenna, a prime ex- 
ample of the legions of women 
who are "outwardly successful 
and inwardly wanting” 

But what should they do? Are 
they cm couiw fora faU-scafc col- 
lapse at 40? Downshifting before 
30 - before they've even start- 
ed a family - sounds absurd. 
McKenna would say that if they 
are to avoid feeling washed up, 
bitter and betrayed 10 years 
down the line, eating too much, 
drinking too much, weighed' 
down with exhaustion and de- 
pression, they must, apparently, 
heed her story. 

She should know. For 20 
years she followed a one-track 
path. Her career (“as good as 
my father’s”) was "sacred 
ground and synonymous with 
who I was”. Working met her 
“financial, emotional, intellec- 
tual and self-esteem needs". 

“Through my twenties I con- 
centrated on work. I worked at 
work, flirted at work. Occa- 
sionally, I dated at work. I loved 
work and felt a puffed-up pride 
at having to spend a Saturday at 
the office; it made me impor- 
tant.” Her account may sound 
a bit extreme, but she is the 
product of American corporate 
culture which is probably more 
demanding and work-obsessed 
than the British equivalent. 
Nevertheless, we all know peo- 
ple whose work is their life and 
they are proud of the fact 



Pr o fessional jugglers: 20-something Clare Gamer, left; and 30- something Diane Coyle Photograph: David Rose 


In her early thirties, 
McKenna's road began to nar- 
row. Her self-esteem was “in 
the toilet from frying to be 
eveiytbing to everyone and 
ending up being nothing to my- 
self”. Sbe bad “indigestion in 
my soul” and was experiencing 
“a subtle but consistent atro- 
phying" of the importance of 
other aspects of her life. By her 
late thirties, she had a son and 
her life was becoming increas- 
ingly unsatisfactory. She found 
herself faced with an ali-or- 
notbing choice between 
“meaningful work” or “some 
1950s home fantasy". She re- 
sented the choice, “but there 
it was”. When she finally de- 
rided to walk out of the office 
door, she immediately felt a 
“non-person”, her whole iden- 
tity collapsed and in the first 
week without a paycheck she 
became “worthless instantly”. 
Not a pretty prospect. 

Brenda Barnes, who re- 
cently resigned from her job as 
president and chief executive of 
Pepsi-Cola’s North American 
operation to spend more time 


with her family, is an extreme 
example, but an example nev- 
ertheless of “the system that 
creates these idiotic choices", 
says Miss McKenna. Some- 
times only a grave illness stops 
us in our cracks, sometimes the 
way we work can be "fatal”. 

Her answer is to change the 
present rules for success, ie 
Rule 1: Work comes first, above 
all personal or family concerns. 
Rule la: If you're a man you can 
break rule 1 and be a great guy: 
if you're a woman and you 
break rule I, you're not serious 
about your future. Rule 2) Long 
hours are a requirement... She 
advocates four-day weeks so 
that we can live more balanced 
lives, citing research which 
shows that most people can cut 
20 per cent of their salary and 
maintain their lifestyles. But she 
rejects the term “downshift- 
ing”, implying as it does a 
diminution and suggests that we 
must leant not to pul "all our 
eggs in one briefcase”. 

She points out, quite right- 
ly, that one of the most potent 
barriers to leaving a career 


path, even for a year or two. is 
the fear of not being able to re- 
turn. Women fear they will end 
up taking what Miss McKenna 
calls “Mommy Track" jobs - 
repetitive. lower-status work - 
which in turn cause stress. ’ 

So bow convincing is she? A 
porous work environment in 
which we could come and go. 
be enriched, rich and fulfilled 
at any one time sounds won- 
derful. But. sadly to me and 
most of my contemporaries, the 
idea of putting up our bands 
and demanding a four-day 
week or refusing to work long 
hours would be tantamount to 
career suicide. If we decide to 
lake a few years out. can we se- 
riously expect to hop back on 
the same rung of the ladder? 

I wish your were right. Miss 
McKenna, but ! fear you may 
be leading us down the Mom- 
my Track before we are even 
Mommies. 

‘When Work Doesn't Work Any- 
more' by Elizabeth Ferle McKen- 
na is published by Simon & 
Schuster this week. £14.99. 



Elizabeth Perie McKenna, 
author of the “wake-up 
calf to Americans women 


Young women are being sold a 
pup by Elizabeth Rsrie McKen- 
na and similar backlash authors, 
writes Diane Coyle. And it is 
such a seductive argument to 
put to people who are working 
incredibly hard compared to 25- 
somethings a decade ago, when 
l was in the early stages of my 
career. 

It gpes as follows: you are an 
ambitious professional woman 
who wants to get to the top in 
your chosen career. You will ac- 
complish this but at the expense 
of your personal life and, es- 
pecially, having a family. In a 
decade's time, when your bio- 
logical clock is winding down, 
you’ll regret your choices. Es- 
cape from this unfair dilemma 
by opting out of the rat race on 
your own terms now'. 

Enough of this is true to 
make it seem a valid argu- 
ment. A lot of professional 
jobs make unacceptable de- 
mands on family life (for both 
women and men). A lot of 30- 
somethings (both female and 
male) are stressed and unhap- 
py. Men are expected to do it 
ail, too, these days, work 10 
hours and then go home and 
change nappies. 

It is true to say that the de- 
mands of work have increased. 
Career-track jobs not only de- 
mand long hours in the office, 
they follow their victims every- 
where, all the time, thanks to 
pagers and mobile phones. 

The logic fails, though, in 
claiming that there are only two 
choices, and that only women 
have to make them. The world 
of work is imperfect, but it is not 
an cither/or place. You do not 
have to either be a brilliant suc- 
cess in your career or stay at 
home with the kids, your self- 
esteem draining away. And be- 
cause the world is a subtler 
place than that, there is no need 
to demand utopian change in 
the workplace. 

Now. I'm no Nicola Horlick, 
running my large household 
like a small business and doing 
a high-powered City job on the 
side. But I do have a demand- 
ing job that I love and a husband 
and son whom I also love. 
When my son was a baby, I 
dropped off the career track for 
three years to work from home. 
Then I scrambled back on. 

This is nothing special. Lots 
and lots of mothers work. We 
"career women" have to make 
sacrifices. You miss some of 
those incredibly rewarding mo- 
ments in a child’s develop- 
ment. You also miss some 
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incredibly important meeting 
at the office. Does this mean.t 
isn't worth trying to find- a 
compromise in the imperijel 
world that we face? AbsolUe- 
ly not. J 

Obviously, this is not mg| 
essarily easy. You need lut^/ 
if you have children who 
sick or you need to sle« 
hours a night, it will 
much harder. You need tt 
prepared to pur up with 
perfections and with be)jg 
slightly shambolic in all anas 
of your life. You have to wijrk 
hard and be organised. >j»u 
have to give up things Ixe 
nigbtdubbing, or leisurely d^s 
shopping or catching the lat< st 
movies. What I miss most of 11 
is time to myself, because there 
are constant demands frrin 
both home and work. i 

I don’t think any woman i>r 
man who works would op 
changes that made the 
place less rigid and the chor- 
es therefore less difficult Ttis 
will happen, sjawly. For one 
thing, the public culture) is 
changing the further behind v» 
leave the harsh Thatcher era. 

More important there ka 
shortage of young people. Our 
population is ageing. In the bl- 
est year for which figures au 
available, the number of 16 o 
25 year olds in Britain fell ly 
78,000, and the number of 15 
to 30 year olds has faifcmjv 
180,000 over three years. 
fore long, employers will bz_ 
forced to make work more ® 
tractive to those starting out m 
their career. 

But altering working pat- 
terns would not prove a 
panacea. When there are choic- 
es, there is bound to be a n|ed 
for compromise. How mlcb 
better lo have the choice of tv- 
eral ways to be able to fill ylur 
time, and to have a stab at a top- 
flight career even if it presorts 
you with some difficult ddqn- 
mas, than not to have the 
tion at aU. 

Ms McKenna says we Qjj 
to redefine success, tp. 
equating it with an all-at 
mg, high-flying career that lbs 
been designed to suit m >. 
She ignores the old feminist t- 
sight that it has been desigr d 
to suit men because it is sued >. 
We women should still want U 
Still. I wish Ms McKenna ^ SI 
in her personal effort toad* I 
a lower profile and spend m s 
time with her family. 


Diane Coyie is economics etnfr 
of 'The Independent' 


Down with homophobia, up with zips: meet the new, improved gay man 



JOHN 

LYTTLE 


If the jig is up for the 
nutters, then the 
intricate minuet may 
also be over for all the 
outsiders addicted the 
role of witty, artistic 
and emotionally 
sensitive sexual 
outlaw ... 


Shall we wrap our Lips around the New, Im- 
proved Homosexual? The discussion is 
overdue. True, there have been sightings, 
rare as Bigfoot but not as attractive, since 
the Stonewall riots 28 years ago. But each 
glimpse has been shrugged off, yea, even 
by gay politicos - especially by gay politi- 
cos; well, their job is to demand change, 
not dream the individual who might come 
after change. Now here we are at the be- 
ginning of the end of something and instead 
of rejoicing, I instead hear my people dutch 
their beads and cry out, “What's to become 
of us?" 

Let me explain. Every day of the Iasi 
couple of weeks seemed to bring a new ad- 
vance for those who think pink. So many 
advances that Jeremy Paxman detected a 
... breakthrough- First there was Lisa 
Grant receiving the go-ahead from the Eu- 
ropean Court Of Justice lo proceed with 
her discrimination case against South 
West Trains far not affording her girlfriend 
equal status with heterosexual partners. 
Then the European Court of Human 
Rights deemed the UK's unequal age of 
consent wrong, prompting the promise of 
an early parliamentary vote. Meanwhile, 
William Hague wrote to Tory gay group 


Tortile, thanked them for their activism, 
best wishes, big kisses on the bottom. 
Michael Portillo, or a pod version of 
same, stood before Conservatives and 
told them that other people's sex lives did 
aoi require judgment. Michael Howard re- 
peated the message. You waited for him 
to choke - well, wished - but no. Neither 
did Peregrine Wirsthorne. Asked about im- 
migration rules being, ahem, bent so gay 
tnea could bring lotcy into the country. Per- 
ry languidly waved gay marriage through 
and noted that times have changed, ie that 
nutters had better recognise the jig is up. 

What else oould explain the Daily Mail 
editorial throwing in the towel? Throwing 
down the gauntlet is more the Mail thing, 
but they had read the nines: the queers are 
coming. And coming. And coming 

Anyhow, as Victor Meldrew and EMF 
might shout, unbelievable. Not that there 
isn’t some distance to travel. Pension, in- 
heritance and adoption issues continue lo 
fester and the Hate Crimes Bill doesn't 
mention queer bashing. Stiff, shouldn’t the 
kicked around and put upon be just a bit 
overjoyed? But I see no parties, no club 
nights on the theme of embracing the glo- 
rious future. Instead 1 fear the conse- 


quences of identity crisis and what the bur- 
den of responsibility might do to even the 
most muscular back. For if the jig is up for 
the nutters, then the intricate minuet may 
also be over for all the outsiders who en- 
joyed playing the somewhat addictive role 
of the witty, fashionable, artistic and emo- 
tionally sensitive sexual outlaw- tragic he- 
roes of their own lives who often sneered 
at poor breeders from a subculture and sen- 
sibility that didn't exactly encourage you 
to ... I'll say it, shall I? ... grow up. 

That Millie Jackson has a point when 
she warhies about “the freedom of my 
chains". Remove the forces of repression 
from your life and who are you if not the 
outline - the consciousness - shaped by 
those titanic pressures? That’s Ihe ques- 
tion currently looming into view and forc- 
ing bqyz to lie down in darkened rooms with 
whale song tapes and a stiff man: if we're 
gelling it together, why do we feel as if were 
falling apart? Ray no heed to the previously 
reiterated goal of full integration and as- 
surances that “we’re just the same as you"; 
it’s u gay man’s right to change his mind 
and Calvins on a hourly basis, and that was 
propaganda anyway and doesn't count. 

Gay men have been caught psychical- 


ly unprepared. Partially because we thought 
the Pride march would be longer (as, in 
terms of attitude, rather rhan law, it still 
could be). And because - shocked faces, 
everyone - we perhaps never really ex- 
pected the breakthrough or wanted it Why 
else haven't we thought through the af- 
termath of being on the inside? 

For instance, what might assimilation 
mean for the urban scene? When ghetto 
walls crumble do bqyz continue to be boyz, 
or is a bargain (imconsciousfy) struck 
with the New Millennium and, oh dear. 
New Labour? A bargain apparently con- 
ditional on the spring cleaning of gay sex- 
uality, partnership rights and marriage 
would seem to cany the covert message of 
down with homophobia, up with zips. I only 
ask: how can a boy continue to palm off 
eveiy sexual encounter as a celebration of 
self in the twisted face of a hostile society 
when society just ain’t that hostile? Hram? 

This is what happens when you publicly 
insist you're no different from anyone else 
while secretly believing you’re terribly 
special indeed. It’s a contradiction that re- 
ally couldn't be helped. It's such a great ex- 
cuse for foul behaviour - for blaming 
everyone else for your bad days - and now 


. . % 

gay men are apparently expected to be nie 
and as ordinary as advertised, fa this 1 e: 
New, Improved Homosexual the bre 
iJ c ?® h - asks f ? r ’ lhe pseudo-beterbsej- 
al. Straights ticking off the boxes on ie 
demand list might very well think' >. - 
Theyve certainly been encouraged ta 
And it might well be, unless the N?K 
unproved Homosexual isn't chewed cw r. : 

I ne repercussions are enorinousuiKL :l! 
upset queens arc off in comets, quatinffit 
i neresa on mure tears beingsbedover; K 
swered prayers, never thinking to ask t >t . 

what heterosexuals might do for iis| 1 " 

™Slu do for hetemsanakand 1 

mg we might bring t 0 the pam, if we < 

like victims even in victi 7 , 
who better to illuminate the suddenly hak ■ 

eraS eP M°a Car » nS ’ com P ai ® on ^ 
erance? May 1 Suggesl ^ vexjf 

* ess nn S a >ns woo and fatR 
e ^ rCl5 ^ , ‘- “What’s to? 
comeofus? is “What became of osT#! 

events i is ovettakerfff 
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Umbria shows the civilised way to cope with calamity 
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The series of 
earthquakes in Italy 
recently has not only 
damaged priceless 
church art but also 
forced thousands from 
their homes. In one of 
the worst-hit towns, 
volunteers are eager to 
help, while the country’s 
notorious bureaucracy 
has been slow to react 

Mnifo is the sort of small 
Umbrian hill town you might, 
in happier times, have wanted 
to stop at for coffee and a gen- 
tle stroll before driving on to- 
wards the more obvious 
pleasures of Urbino or Assisi. 

Perched above the plateau 
of Colfiorilo with a good view 
of the rolling Appe nines, it 
has pretty undulating streets, at- 
tractive stone houses and a 
couple of little bars kitted out 
with the statutory public tele- 
phone and tobacco counter. 

Or at least it did. Since the 
first of the seemingly endless se- 
ries of earthquakes to have hit 
central Italy, on 26 September, 
jftiiiifo has become a ghost 
town. At least half of its build- 
ings have cracked or crum- 
bled. The streets are strewn 
with rubble and broken roof 
tiles. The two roads leading in 
have been half-blocked off with 
metal barriers and. flapping 
pieces of red and white tape. 
The only sound to break the 




eerie silence is the squeak of 
loose shutters creaking in the 
crisp autumn breeze. 

A weather-beaten notice 
taped onto one of the metal 
barriers explains, in convolut- 
ed bureaucrat ese. that the place 
was officially evacuated on 1 
October. In fact, the citizens of 
Annifo bolted as soon as dis- 
aster struck, not daring even to 
gather up their most basic pos- 
sessions before leaving. The 
guts of their lives have literal- 
ly spilled into the streets: a 
bright pink loo-brush in the rub- 
ble, or a half-empty box of de- 
tergent, “for a fragrant hand 
wash'’. Some of the detritus has 
been gathered up as an offer- 
ing beneath a small wall shrine 
to Jesus, Mary and Joseph: a 
lamp, a dock, a pink telephone 
and a toy rifle. 

The life of the town has re- 
assembled at the bottom of the 
hill, on the municipal football 
pitch which has now been con- 
verted into a neatly laid-out tent 
dty. About 250 people live in 
the navy blue government-issue 
tents, watched over by a group 
of Neapolitan finance police- 
men taking a break from their 
usual duties and prodded with 
food, drink, basic dothing and 
hygiene by a dutch of volun- 
teers. 

This must be one of the best- 
dressed refugee camps in the 
world: these people may be 
homeless and traumatised, bat 
they are also wearing Stefanel 
autumn colours and brand- 
new Timbeiiands. The showias 


i„ AnHS: The nibble was once the bathroom 



pasta i* perfectly ai dente. hot the future is ful. of uncertain* for the peep* of Annifo. Top teffc A Madonna statue on a shatter^ stmet 



may be a bit ropy (only three 
to go round, and water that re- 
fuses to get hot when it is 
needed), but the food would 
not disgrace the tourist dining- 
rooms of Spoleto or Gubbio: 
pasta perfectly al dente , with 
flesh tomato sauce and parme- 
san, followed by a salad of 
white beans and tuna fish, all 
washed, down with a rather 
tasty Friulian white. 

The most striking about 
these earthquakes is bow out of 
place they seem. Umbria, with 
its green rolling hills, pretty 
white stone buildings, awe- 
some artistic heritage and great 

food, is one of 

the most 


by some careless child? “We 
worked all our lives to build this 
house." said a glum Ghiseppa 
Acerrini as she surveyed the 
wreckage. There are strange 
forces at work here. Even the 

hiQs have moved: we can see vil- 
lages in the next valley that were 
always hidden from view in the 

pasL“ 

By Italian standards, this is 
a medium -sized disaster. The 
tremors that shook the north- 
east in 1976 killed more than 
1 , 000 people and razed entire 
towns. In the Naples hinterland 
four years later, the death toll 
was almost 3,000. In Umbria 

and the 

Marches, by 


ly shaken off its brick pedestal 
until, this Tuesday, it eventual- 
ly toppled over - just as a 
crane was moving into position 
to shore it tip. 

Recovery from these events 
is going to be slow and painful. 
First the tremors have to stop. 
Then everyone will have to 
hunker down for the bitter 
Umbrian winter; already con- 
tainer homes with decent heat- 


ing systems are being brought 
in to the area. It will be sever- 
al years before everyone is re- 
housed — and even then many 
hill-top communities may be 
abandoned altogether and re- 
built down in the valley. 

Already, one sees two very 
different Italys at work in the 

recovery process. The first is an 

Italy of tremendous solidarity, 
spontaneous generosity and 


practical common sense - the 
Italy of the volunteer forces. 
The second is the creaking 
machinery of state bureaucra- 
cy, which is already showing 
sluggishness and political pow- 
er-play as it gears up to help the 

region get back on its feet. 

One ominous sign is a pro- 
posal by the state electricity 
company to install a 150,000- 
volt transmission station near 


Nocera Umbra. Natural beau- 
ty and human habitation do not 
seem to have made any im- 
pression on the planners, and 
neither does the manifest risk 
of future earthquake damage. 
“Unfortunately this is die way 
the state always behaves,” 
sighed one art restorer in As- 
sisi. “We’ve learnt nothing in all 
these years about how to look 
after our beautiful country." 


the most 

civilised places PHOTOGRAPHS contrast no 


on earth. There 
is something 
awe-inspiring, 
even perverse, 
about, such a 
natural calami- 
ty occurring 
here - under- 
lining the grim 
fact that de- 
spite the erad- 

ication of war, 
poverty and 

plague in these parts, human 
progress has done precious lit- 
tle to protect itself against the 
unpredictable ravages of earth- 
quakes. 

What can one feel but in- 
comprehension at the sight of 
a house belonging to an elder- 
ly peasant couple in Colfiorito, 
the epicentre of many of the 
tremors, with its front upped off 
and the dining-room furniture 
knocked off Miter, exposed to 
the elements like an outsize 
doll’s house capriciously jolted 
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more than a 
dozen people 
have died, and 
the damage 
has been rela- 
tively isolated. 
Ob, but what 
damage. The 
media atten- 
tion may have 
been focussed 

on the Basilica 

of St Francis 
in Assisi, but across the entire 
landscape one comes across 
half -crumpled medieval towers, 
churches reduced to empty 
shells and picturesque holiday 
villages flattened into dust 
The pretty town of Nocera 
Umbra, on the road to Urbino, 
has been abandoned and its 
great bell-tower sheared off 
on one side. In Foligno, an un- 
fashionable valley town, a pret- 
ty bell tower above the town 
hall., complete with Ghibelline 
crenellations, was progresave- 
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We’re treating paedophiles like medieval outcasts 
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Imagine a group of people who are forced 
to find somewhere else to live whenever 
the neightans find out who they are. Who 
are subject to zoning laws which exclude . 
them from certain areas of the country. 
Who are excluded from a wide range of 
occupations and may find it difficult to get 
any kind of job. Who have to register with 
the authorities under pain of imprison- 
menL A group driven eventually to live like 
vagrants, driven from parish to parish like 
paupers for whom no one wanted to be 
responsible under the Poor Law. 

Unthinkable, surely, in late 20th- 
century Britain? Except when those con- 
cerned are paedophiles, perpetrators of 
crimes so repugnant that their convictions 
are never spent Many of them have served 
their time, but cannot pay their debt to 

society and face a life as medieval outcasts. 

Robert Oliver has been hounded out 

of five English towns since his release from 

prison, after serving eight years of a 15- 
year sentence for his part in the killing of 


14-year-old Jason Swift Now he has 
nowhere else to go and has surrendered 

himself at Brighton police station, tele^ 
vision set under one arm andallhiswondiy 
possessions in a carrier bag. 

The police don’t know what to do with 
him Tf he chooses to go out, afl they can 
do is follow him around, make sure he 
doesn’t go near any children and protect 
him from the lynch mob. 

Now, The Independent is totally against 
lynch law and vigflantism. But we have to 
admit that while we are not in the mob, 
we could be accused of inciting the crowd 
from the sidelines. We helped to expose 
the terrible crimes of chad abusers in care 
homes. We campaigned to have the voic- 

r .. I I An A we lent OUT 


the exchange of infonnation beween 

agencies so needed to detect and prarart 

child abuse. Nor should we shrink from 
considering seriously more drastic mea- 
sures, such as surgical or chemical cas- 

tration or literal life sentences. 

But it cannot be right that paedophile? 
are driveu into a kind orsubhuman tan- 

. .ir Hf-snair m the cut- 


protect children. But even^cy^ 
Sost ambitious rhetonc of 

lifs" were, to be realised, pacw>p®“ 
would still exist and children woul 

“l^t^mattar wbere^ 

■instincts, even of hbcrals, ^e 
^.“^it^tion-noiiiallytbe 


to take ies P°“!! riUty e 'prison* not the 

“d helped to ch^^exetasive 

^ P ,a « tebest en- 


ter. Nor is a policy consisting entirely of 
negative sanctions likely to succeed. 

It is time to stand back and examine 

the nature, extent and caus^ofsraial pre- 

occupauon with children. The first point 
to be made is that most abusers are re- 
nted (or step-related) to the children they 
molest Predatory, calculating strangere- 

xhe focus of most popular fears - merare, 

although that is not to say we need not 
diuiuu^u rtf the main 



auuica- 

es of the abused beard. And we lent out . . * at is not to say we neeu dui 

weight to the NSPCCs campaign for a second, one of the main 

national register of child sex offende . of chfld abuse is physical or sexual 

This is a field in which we are prepared c f us ^° #Iw offender’s own childhood, 

to consider measures from which cwilUb- 
ertarians have traditionally shrunk. The 
register is a snail step towards improving 


causes of child abuse is pnyau-« 
abuse in the offender's own chfldtoodL 
Both points suggest that the best policy 
of prevention is to strengthen families and 


first refuge Ql hangers, ult* 

SestsSSs 

cnrrnresses the sex drive, i-asi yen , 

K^ughtfarequi^seco^^ 

Ldsexofendersin Californian^ 

one or the other but since tbenfae hangr 

flogger lobby has been ®^ enouS J' h ^ 
^Jesting, at the very least, an absence 

of instant results. remain 

So the liberal orthodoxy must remaw 
dominant. Offenders should be encouraged 


will be oqjensive- few who will always 

me *T eS Mfmedical intervention can be 
be a threat ISa*** £ ^ op*® avail- 

showo to to be locked up 

S^KSSSii. 

must decide. Robert Oliv- 

The real t^aTtoctuld- 

er is whether or m> ^oiis doubt, 

ren. If he is. or rf *«e “*“^,_ ecia ty 
he should not hav ^ n of ^ noSlsen- 

as there are seven ^ 

teD cetomn).lf he 'sn ^ ^ 

protected. cannot be treal- 

SEiK* 

^StyCadeariy defined agent,. 
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Superstate perils 

Sin David Rowlands (letter. 14 
October) trots out the old 
mantra that anyone against 
European integration is xeno- 
phobic. 

\Yhv is it xenophobic to 
prefer "that one’s own country 
is governed bv its own parlia- 
ment? In a fully “integrated” 
Europe the former independent 
nations will receive central di- 
rection from Brussels and 
Frankfurt by unclectcd officials. 

Oh well, the European Par- 
liament should be given real 
power to address the democ- 
ratic deficit, says the federalist. 

Mv vote will be reduced by 
a factor of at least 10. given the 
EL' population of 400 million 
and would be counted in among 
German CDU voters, Spanish 
Partido Popular, French Paru 
Socialists and so on. 

What do 1 know of the po- 
litical traditions and concerns of 
these parties, or they of mine’ 

1 do not understand why so 
manv continental parties have 
the word “Christian" in their ti- 
tles: it seems bizarre from a 
British perspective. How can I 
participate in political debate 
when 1 don't understand the pa- 
rameters? Even more so if 1 do 
not speak all the requisite lan- 
guages. 1 am trilingual and 
married to someone who has 
just acquired dual nationality. 
We are on good te rms with our 
neighbours, an ltalian'Gennan 
couple, but we have no plans to 
knock a hole through our walls 
and share everything. 

Why does Mr Rowlands 
feel so strongly about a feder- 
al Europe? Is it the dream of 
constructing a powerful hloc to 
stand up to the US and the Far 
East and the rest of the world? 
Isn't this just good old-fash- 
ioned power politics, with a 
country called Europe aggres- 
sively "exerting itself on the 
world stage? Why did the Eu- 
ropean Parliament, a year or so 
ago, call for Europe to have its 
own nuclear weapons? 

PETER GARDNER 
Oxford 

Football fans abroad 


letters 



Sir. 1 am alarmed at Tony 
Blair’s insistence that he is en- 
titled to an explanation of the 
events in Rome last Saturday 
from the Italians. 

The chief objection on this 
side of the divide appears to be 
the refusal of the host country 


to accept lock, stock and beer 
barrel the transportation of 
the traditional English Saturday 
night to their streets. Further, 
the nanny-statism that masts on 
wet nursing people, sheeplike, 
through football matches in 
this country has not yet trans- 
ferred itself abroad. 

Free expression is still al- 
lowed at sporting occasions in 
Italv. This does require people 
to turn up early to a game, at 
least attempt to have some un- 
derstanding of where they are 
going (a tiny bit of knowledge 
of the language, perish the 
thought, can help) and be 
aware of the items that may not 
be acceptable for carriage mto 
the ground (anything you can 
throw or light a fire with). In re- 
turn they are allowed to create 
a bit of atmosphere and enjoy 
a lively and trouble-free expe- 
rience. Step out of line, how- 
ever,and the carabinieri have 
but one tactic - quell it as swift- 
ly as possible with a show of 


force. It may be right, it may be 

wrong but it works for them. 

As a football lover who in- 
tends to travel to France for 
next year’s competition I find 

the whole thing disturbing. The 
Italians are normally the most 
amenable of people, particu- 
larly where the British are ; con- 
cerned. The French are _ likely 
to take a much harder Une. 
mjchaelkuun 
Woking Sumy 


Loyal workers 
Sin Hamish McRae is too dis- 
missive of the value of loyalty 
at work (“How to survive the 
arrival of the disloyal work- 
place”, 15 October). 

He is right to draw attention 
to the vast mergers now being 
planned across Europe, and 
probably correct to predict a 
doomy future for the employ- 
ees whose redundancy will rep- 
resent an “efficiency saving . 
But companies cannot really 


flourish in the longer term if 
they are staffed by anxious sur- 
vivors constantly looking over 
their shoulder. Nor ran the boss 

simply send a memo round in- 
structing employees to be loy- 
al". . 

Senior managers earn loy- 
alty, as McRae implies, by 
training and developing their 
people. Loyal staff, like loyal 
customers and loyal investors, 
support competitiveness and 
quality. Loyal employees de- 
velop a network of contacts and 
invaluable experience that 
would be lost if they chose to 
walk. 

Financiers and accountants 
are unable to place a monetary 
value on loyalty, trust and 
morale, which is perhaps why 
these qualities get overlooked 
in discussions about the logic of 
mergers and acquisitions. 

JO GARDINER 
Campaign Manager 
The Industrial Society 
London W1 


Prison reformed 

Sir The media reaction to the 
delayed Chief Inspector s report 
on Parkhurst prison C iail 
regime condemned as ap- 
p2ing”. S October) would right- 
ly cause public concern if radical 
action had not taken place. 

Since 1992 the reports of the 
Board of Visitors indicated 
grave concerns oveT the treat- 
ment of prisoner/patients fa the 
Health Care Centre. 

The Governor’s absolute pri- 
ority after the escape had to be 
security. In addition he was 
faced with budget cuts, down- 
grading to Category B status and 

demoralised staff. The prison- 
ers treated fa the Health Care 
Centre remain, by the nature of 
their medical condition, very de- 
manding. placing great strains on 
the skills and humanity of man- 
agement and staff. 

During 1997 the restruc- 
turing of the Health Care Cen- 
tre has begun to take effect. The 


care shown to prisoners who arc 
at risk of self-harm has reached 
a hish standard. I am sure mat 
the Chief Inspector will find 
considerable change for the 
better when he next visits. 
RICHARD GULLY 
Binstead, Isle of Wight 
The writer is a member of 
Parkhurst Board qfl'isilors 


•War’ in Ulster 

Sir: Thomas Sutcliffe’s column 
of S October gave the impres- 
sion that the “war” between the 
SAS and IRA was a failure. 

Just before this offensive 
started the non-aligned and 
Unionist population were hav- 
ing to get used to increased vi- 
olence. They saw the security 
forces as impotent. When the 
security forces hit back against 
the IRA’s “active service units” 
IRA attacks, while not slopped, 
were certainly scaled down. 

There were much-regretted 
innocents killed fa these opera- 


tions but they were far fewer than 
Oiere would have been if the ERA 
had been allowed to have the nm 

of the province, as they had up 
until then. In a history of 
bungling the Thatcher govern- 
ment came up with a scheme 
that, to a large extent, worked. 

In a world fa which all killing is 
bad, it was a necessary evil. 

Thomas Sutcliffe’s SA5/IRA 
“war” was a far better “re- 
cruiting sergeant" for the se- 
curity forces of Northern 
Ireland than the ERA. I speak 
from experience. 

DR CLYDE 
Fife 

Sir. The week in review: The 
Queen need not apologise for 
the massacre in Amritsar (nor 
Derry nor anywhere else); but 
Tony Blair should not shake 
hands with Gerry Adams be- 
cause of the blood on them. 
THOMAS HUTCHISON 
McFADDEN 
London Wll 


Cannabis not so sof| 

Sir. Andreas Whittam Smith 
i 14 October) quotes from the 
journal Science in fas defence 
of the recreational use of 
cannabis. 

On 27 June two relevant pa- 
pers were published: one 
showed that the em oti onal 
stress in marijuana withdraw- 
al was caused by corticotrophm 

releasing factor, the agent re- 
sponsible for the symptoms oi 
opiate, alcohol and cocaine 
withdrawal, the second that 

tetrahydrocannabinol (the ac- 
tive ingredient fa marijuana) re- 
sults in the same key 
biochemical event that seems to 
reinforce dependence on oit 
er drugs, from nicotine to hero- 
in, namely the release of 
dopamine fa part of the brain s 
“reward” pathway. 

The journal concluded mat 
“contrary to the popular view 
fliaf marijuana is a relatively be- 
nign drug, new evidence sug- 
gests its effects in. the brain 
resemble those of ‘hard’ drugs 
such as heroin”. 

Dr MARTIN HEATH . 

Public Affairs Officer. Brighton 
Division, British Medical 
Association 
Lewes, 

East Sussex ^ , 

Life of Caimcross 

Sir. There is no truth whatev- 
er in your reviewer’s assertion 
(“The Enigma Spy" . 7 October) 
that “other hands" wrote the 
autobiography of my brother, 
John Caimcross. Every word 
(except what appears in quo- 
tation marks) was written by 
him before his death, including 
the mistaken reference to Sir 
William Strang. The work of 
editing did not involve fresh 


editing aiu uui lutuurt. 
writing, but only the additional 
material from various drafts*. 1 
left behind. 

Sir ALEC CAIRNCROSS 
Oxford 

Hanging on 

Sir. When telephone callers are 
caught in one of those ca- 
cophonous queues with a dis- 
torted musical pacifier, why 
are they not updated as to its 
changing length? At least then, 
there would be some sense of 
progress - or a rational decision 
to ring off. 

GERARD M BLAIR 
West Linton, 

Beebleshire 


- ■ 7T7Z fables from the media world 

When the TV boys are " -SCS STiSS: 



MILES 


The world of television is a roys- 
lery to many people, especial- 
ly to those who work in it, so 
today I am bringing you some 
extracts from a work I have 
recently come across which 
seems to shed some light on it. 
It is called Fables from Media 
World, and that is just what it 
is: a series of simple, sometimes 
iifuwfr-w rather beautiful fables about the 

jy j j, ■» jvT people who live in the strange 

Ivl [SI vJ 1 W IN world of film, television and 
radio. 

Here are several little tales 
from this unusual collection. 
See what you think. 

The Lady who Walked to India 

Qncc upon a lime there was a 
lady walking into her local vil- 
lage in Burma carrying a very 


colourful parasol just as a film 
crew from Europe was shoot- 
ing a sequence for a TV senes 
us be caSted Around the Pacific 
Rim with Michael Palin Agaui 
But a Bit Further Away From J™ 
Cen tre Than Last Tunc. /The 

assistant director noticed her 
and persuaded the director 
that she would look good pass- 
ing behind the shot they were 
shooting. 

“OK," said the director, 
“but for God’s sake tell her not 
to look round at the camera. 

“She says that is fine, said 
the translator, “but she wants 
to know how far to 

“Till we fell her to stop, said 
the director absently. 

The first take was fine, and 
the film crew packed up ready 
to move on to the next location. 


It was only then that the sound 
man noticed that the woman 
was stOl walking, five hundred 
yards down the road. 

“Shouldn’t we go and tell 
her to stop?" he said. 

“Not time,” said the direc- 
tor. “Anyway, she'll realise.” 

But the lady had more 
moral sense than the director. 
Three months later, she 
reached the border of India, 400 
miles away, where she died 
soon afterwards. 

Morui When the TV boys are 

in tom, leave your coloured 
parasol at home. 

The Man in the Shop 

Once, there was a man fa a shop 
buying flower seeds. Everyone 
else in the shop was a film crew. 


filming the shop, for this was 
where Rupert Brooke had once 
bought a tennis racket before 
the Fust World Whr, or perhaps 
where Ted Hughes had once 
bought some black ribbon to tie 
round his arm when a pet had 

died -anyway, it was for an arts 
documentary which you almost 
certainly didn’t see, and the man 

buying the seeds was filmed in 
the background because he 
looked very authentic. 

“What’s this for?" he said- 

“It’s for a documentary on 
Siegfried Sassoon," said the 
PA. 

“Ah!” said the man with the 
seeds, who had never heard of 
him. “And when is it coming 
out?" 

“In January,” she said, for 
RAs are always female- 


T’U watch it," he said. 

And so he did. But his bit 
had been cut out. 

Morab If the people that run 
TV companies realised that every- 
one in the world has switched on 

at least once to see themseh'es on 
the tdty, and always been let 
down, they would realise why 
nobody in the world ever trusts 
them on bigger mailers. 


The Man Who listened 
to Noises 

If you have ever made a tele- 
vision programme outside, per- 
haps about sheep in the Welsh 
hillsides, you will know that 
every now and again, just as the 
director is about to shout 
“Action!", the sound man will 
say (quietly), “Sorry, aeroplane 


coming.” This means that the 
noise will make it impossible to 
film for at least five minutes, by 
which time the sun will have 
gone in again and the sheep wUi 
have moved. 

Well one day a TV director 
was having this trouble when be 
said fa his exasperation, “Why 
can’t I make a bloody pro- 
gramme about a sound man 
who has constant trouble with 
aircraft noise? Then at least we 
could go on filming when a 
plane comes over!" 

This was overheard by a 
senior TV executive, who 
thought it would make a rather 
good off-beat programme to 
film a story based on the 
troubles of a sound man. So 
they wrote the script and got the 
adore (and a different director 


from the one who had had the 
idea, for which he never gpt 
paid or the credit) and went 
back to the Welsh falls, which 
are gratifyingly full of fow- 1 
flying aircraft, to do the story, 
which was to be called: Sorry, - 
Aeroplane Coming. . 

They set up the first scene, 1 
fa which the actor playing -tite 
sound man arrives in fas car, but 
just as a plane came in sight and 
the scene was about to be shot, 
the real sound man put" up fas 
hand and told them to stop. •' . 

“I’m sorry." be said, as the 
plane screamed overhead, “but 
I’m getting sheep noise.- /. . 

Moral Well at least someone 

in TV has still gpt standard*. 

More fables from ifcfe fetid 
of media sooat 
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The Lord Chancellor puts 
the lawyers on trial 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

IN PLACE OF 
LEGAL AID 


There is a brilliantly simple 19th century ear- 
wig 

nom each end; tfs obvious that each is daim- 
mg ownership. Underneath the beast is a 

hranoomi onfl . . 
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5°* Stoo, The drawing 

graphically illustrates a great truth about lit- 
igation - that the lawyers never lose. It's a 
great truth which nevertheless is about to 
be turned on its bead. One criticism of the 
Government is that it hasn’t made many en- 
emies. That may now change. A hard 
choice is on its way. Tbmorrow Lord Irvine, 
the Lord Chancellor, takes on one of the 
fflost entrenched vested interests in the coun- 
try - his own profession. 

He will outline in a speech to the Law 
Society in Cardiff a genuinely radical reform 
to the legal system, in its own way the biggest 
since legal aid was first introduced by the 
Attlee government. It will extend across 
much of the civil justice system the revolu- 
tionary principle, tentatively and experi- 
mentally introduced by his predecessor for 
a small part of it, that lawyers should only 
be able to pick up their fees from litigants 
if they win their cases. 

Conditional fees, often known as the “no 
win, no fee” system, are in essence a simple 
idea. The lawyer isn't paid if he loses a case 
for damages but increases his charges by 
helping himself to a percentage of the pay- 
out to his client if he wins. That way he cov- 
ers the costs for the cases he loses. It 
should make litigation much more plausi- 
ble for the growing group of people who 
aren’t poor enough to qualify for legal aid 
Tmt aren't rich enough to meet the costs 
themselves. It should indeed discourage many 
of the more frivolous cases; but it may well 
bring lawyers quite a lot of new business from 
those on middle incomes who shrink from 
the costs of litigation. The public will sure- 
ty like the idea that lawyers at last have a pow- 
erful built-in financial incentive to perform 
well But while it may be simple it isn’t un- 
controveisiaL The Bar Council, now surety 
the most formidable trade union in Britain, 
is marshalling its forces. The Law Society can- 
not be far behind. 

What this is about, of course, is the spi- 
ralling legal aid budget. The principle that 
no-one should be excluded from going to 
court for damages by poverty is incontro- 
vertible; but legal aid is a hungry monster. 
Since 1990-91, it has increased by 115 per 
cent, from £682m to £1.477bn. Ninety per 
cent goes on lawyers' fees. Since 1993-94, 
it has gone up by 22 per cent in a period of 
7 per cent inflation. Legal aid has become 
for lawyers rather what bousing benefit has 
become for landlords. It pays up relentlessly 
whatever the standard of service and the 
chances of a case succeeding. Suddenly, “no 
win, no fee" looks a much more attractive - 
alternative. And Irvine will couple this 


with the new fast-track, fixed-cost regime 
5^ courts ’ recommended by Lord 
^ItwbKbwflJdetCTpaidbythehoiirbar- 
nsters from spinning cases out as long as they 
wanL 

The Bar Council’s objections have so far 
been unpersuasive, to put it mildly. In a let- 
ter to Lord Irvine, Robert Owen QC, the 
Council’s chairman, uses the peculiar ar- 
gument that the amount by which lawyers 
increase their fees for winning cases will be 
be feed according to their assessment of hew 
risky the case is. But since most clients won’t 
be able to asses that risk themselves, they 
may have the wool pulled over their eyes and 
end up paying their lawyers more than they 
deserve. Never mind that this problem could 
be reduced by capping the fees increase; or 
that when a leading silk starts warning that 
lawyers may be paid too well, it strains 
credulity to breaking point Is Mr Oweirre- 
alty saying that lawyers are such sharks that 
they can't be trusted to administer the sys- 
tem properly? And if he is, then shouldn’t 
be looking a tittle more rigorously at the pro- 
fessional ethics of his colleagues? 

There are, of course, potential problems, 
identified rather more cogently by the Le- 
gal Action Group than they have been by 
the Bar Council. One is that in cases of med- 
ical negligence actions - one of the princi- 
pal deterrents- against incompetence by 
surgeons and physicians -you need to spend 
around £5,000 on medical examinations, ex- 
pert reports, and so on, before anyone can 
even make a sensible judgement about 
whether it's worth bringing a case at all. If 
the client has to meet those costs, the poor- 
est NHS patients, who are every bit as vul- 
nerable to medical negligence as the better 
off, wouldn't even get to first base. Another 
is the problem of insuring against defeat in 
all kinds of cases. Even if the risk of defeat 
would be much less than it is under the pre- 
sent system, paying the other side’s costs 
when that happens is still a daunting 
prospect for litigants, especially poorer ones. 
But instead of bleating, in tones of rather 
unconvincing altruism, about this problem, 
perhaps the legal profession should consider 
meeting those costs themselves. After all 
these wiH be cases they have already assessed 
have a good chance of success; for them lit- 
igation is a business proposition. Why 
shouldn't they pay some of (he up-front costs 
themselves? Irvine will keep an open mind 
tomorrow, he won’t rule out the possibili- 
ty of keeping legal aid for some of these 
costs. But he will need a lot of convincing 
that they can’t under the new regime be met 
by the lawyers themselves. 

Certainty if the reform means that poor 
people can’t bring cases that they have every 
chance of winning, then it will have failed. 
Lord Irvine w2I make it clear tomorrow that 
he has not intention of allowing poor liti- 
gants with good cases to fall through the net 
But equalty there is ho reason why those who 
qualify for legal aid shouldn't have to con- 
sider the same question as those who pay 
for legal action out of their own money; has 
my case a good cbance of succeeding? 

This is a lot tougher than anything the 
previous government attempted on legal 
aid. But it goes with grain of its ideas about 
welfare reform. The public, if not the 
lawyers, will probably accept it because they 
don’t believe, as they would have of the pre- 
vious one, that this government is cutting 
for its own sake.lt is possible, in the long 
run and within the long term public spend- 
ing remit laid down by Gordon Brown to 
imagine saving from legal aid being spent 
on hospitals, or schools. Lawyers should re- 
member that before they embark on a fight 
to the death. 


Cyberpets can school us in the 
limits of virtual reality 



SUZANNE 
MOORE 
TAMAGOTCHIS 
FOR PARENTS 


At a meeting the other day 1 
noticed a high-flying academ- 
ic fiddling around in her bag. 
“She is probably being paged by 
someone incredibly important,” 
I thought to myself At the end 
of the meeting she admitted 
that what she had in her bag was 
a T&xnagotchi, a Japanese cyber- 
pet. “I’m just looking after it” 
sbe said, “I’ve promised to 
keep it alive”. 1 recognised the 
air of desperation in her voice 
for I too am suffering from 
Tamagotchi fatigue, from sleep- 
less nights caused by this bleep- 
ing thing in my bed. My 
daughter sleeps peacefully 
while her virtual puppy de- 
mands to be fed or played with 
or given medicine and I won- 
der how to contact a virtual vet 
to have it virtually put down. 

Hunagatchi means “love- 
able egg”; for the uninitiated, 
they look like key-rings with a 
tiny LCD screen in the middle. 
On screen the virtual pet is 
hatched as a baby - Bebitchi 
(Babesy) and the goal is to keep 
tt alive as long as possible till 
it becomes Oyajitcbi (Gramp- 
sy). You can buy puppies, kit- 
tens, chickens and dinosaurs. 
Dinosaurs are harder to keep 
alive because they need to have 
their vests on before they go to 
•bed, Ybu wouldn’t want to be 
responsible for their extinc- 
tion now would you? Tb lead a 
happy and healthy life Tkm- 
agotchis need to be constant- 
ty fed, exercised, cleaned up and 
given medicine. These things 
defecate, play hide and seek 
and can be naughty enough to 
require discipline. Unfortu- 
nately over-disciplining can 
also kill them as a zealous col- 
league reports: “Sure I had one 
but I beat it to death." When 
they die they grow little wings 
and float upwards. Presum- 
ably to cyber-heaven. 

1 am afraid that have be- 
come so callous that I have let 
ours bleep away all night only 
to be woken up by hysterical 
sobbing because the bloody 
thing bad not turned into an ao- 
geL Instead it had died in Its 
own excrement, because if you 
do not dean up the screen each 
time it produces a streaming 
turd, then the stuff piles up and 
foe pet dies. Imagine if you can 
foe sheer horror of it alL A dog 



Japanese shoppers elated to find Tamagotchis for sale in a London store 


may be for life and not just for 
Christmas but let me warn 
prospective owners, a Tam- 
agotchi goes on for ever. Yes, 
they may be cute, a ooveity 
even; but think about foe re- 
sponsibility, broken sleep, foe 
constant attention and ask 
yourself are you ready for this. 

Obviously we all think we can 
handle it. This latest craze, de- 
scribed to me as “Japan’s revenge 
on tbe Western world'' has swept 
through our schools and play- 
grounds. Tamagotchis are now 
sensibly banned from most 
schools, which means that moth- 
ers now have to baby-sit these cy- 
ber-pets while their kids are at 
school They are no longer cult 
objects but cheap and freely 
available. While selling for ex- 
tortionate prices on the black 
market in Japan, you can now 
buy them for a fiver in Oxford 
Street- For those who are less 
mainstream, I am informed, 
that alternative drug addict Thm- 
agotchis are available that you 
can inject with heroin to keep 
happy . For the truty stressed out 
there are even Tamagotchi 
creches where, for a fee, one per- 
son can look after a number of 
the tittle beggars. 

So this is virtual reality. Not 
as we have been promised, 
some William Gibson version 
of cyber-space in which our 
identities form and fuse ac- 
cording to our desires, but 
something much more mun- 
dane. We have the technology 
... and what do we do with it? 
We make kooky little digital 
representations foal we pretend 


are alive so that we can look af- 
ter them. We make technolo- 
gy that needs us, whose whole 
function is to reassure us that 
without our tender loving care 
it will not survive. Then we give 
it to our children who are much 
more adept at programming it 
than we will ever be. While 
many of ns cannot programme 
our videos, five year olds have 
no problem in working out 
how to care for their Cyber- 
pets. 

We used to buy children real 
pets in order, we would solemn- 
ly declare, to teach them about 
life. And death. And if we 
were unlucky sex. In my case, 
a backyard full of dead rodents 
of various descriptions has 
taught my children that ham- 
sters and mice don’t always live 
very long but you can soon get 
another one. Cyber-pels also 
die regularly but can immedi- 
ately be re-born. The mourning 
process can quickly be rircum- 
vented by simply hatching out 
another one. Though in Japan, 
bereavement counselling has 
been set up for those who ap- 
pear to take the loss of 3 Tam- 
agotchi very seriously indeed, 
children seem remarkably re- 
silient - perhaps because they 
realise that foe only way to kill 
a Tamagotchi for good is to 
drop it in foe bath. 

A recurrent fear about the 
digital revolution or the infor- 
mation age or foe wired world 
is that we will no longer be able 
to tell fantasy from reality. We 
wiH inhabit an entirety mediated 
world in which face-to-face so- 


cial interaction will be min- 
imised. Electronic communities 
will be fbnned by those who will 
never meet. Such a future ap- 
pears to us as impoverished, 
impersonal, introverted. 

However foe technology 
foal we grab at gleefully in the 
present is incredibly domesti- 
cated, chatty and casual. Mo- 
bile phones are not used for 
terribly important and urgent 
conversations but as a way of 
being constantly “in touch”. 
Malty mobile phone users treat 
their phones as a child would 
treat a TkmagotchL They recog- 
nise their special ring, they 
lovingly recharge foetr batter- 
ies, they don’t leave home with- 
out them. 

Tbe idea that somehow 
technology gets in foe way of, 
or replaces, real relationships 
is patently untrue. It supple- 
ments them. It facilitates them. 
It points to a fundamental wish 
to connect more rather than less 
with other people. Tamagotchis, 
after afl, are so popular because 
the desire to nurture remains 
strong. They are not animals 
and they are not babies but they 
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are a responsibility; they make 
their owners fee 1 needed, for a 
while anyway . 

Children I am happy to say 
soon tire of foe whole pre- 
tence. In between attending to 
the constant demands of virtual 
pets they live on a diet of tele- 
vision programmes, most of 
which feature Rolf Harris res- 
cuing animals, or communing 
with photogenic vets mAnimal 
Hospital. Such pet propagan- 
da is finely balanced between 
life and death, for every cat 
that dies of a neurological dis- 
ease, some mangy dog goes on 
to find a new caring owner. 
Kids soon work out that virtual 
pets are one thing but they 
would like a real puppy for 
their very own. The virtual pet 
is no substitute. Instead of a 
key-ring that bleeps they would 
prefer, as my daughter says, 
“something that breathes”. 
You see, children grow up so 
fast these days - perhaps 
because they realise early on 
what many adults have yet to 
learn; that you can’t, in foe end, 
cuddle a concept, however 
much you try. 



Can you say the unsayable when the government is your client? 
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: -There is nothmg that rfles the 

new deputy director at Demos 
more than to ask whether the 
think tank has become too 

ck^tofoeLaixwrgcwtTnnTei^ 

“Why would you think that 
, demands Ian Christie WeU- 

| foraarteA there is the fact that 
* - j; tfp Mil lean 



e* 4. 

. . ' . y : 
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polfcv unit. Can yon have Big 
Wea^and be Labour /awes at 
the same time? Shouldn’t a 
think tank be out there plough- 
ing a lonely furrow? 

J -That is the wrong view. 


During their heydey in the Sev- 
enties and Eighties, foe right- 
wing think tanks weren’t 
ploughing a lonely furrow. They 
were having dinner the whole 
time with Mrs Thatcher and 
Keith Joseph- Demos doesn’t do 
that," says Mr Christie. “Speak- 
ing personalty I’ve never been 
to a new Labour luwie party. I 
wouldn’t know what the made 
of a Terence Conran restaurant 
looks like. None of us at Demos 

live in Islington. But there is no 
point in ploughing a lonely fur- 
row. The point is to be influ- 
ential So if we are influential 
vrifo tbe Government, we are 
absolutely delighted.” 

Demos is not alone in being 
so delighted. The Institute for 
public PWicy Reseat* isits flunk 
tank stablemate on the centre 
left, and soon it is faxing me a 
list of people who have gone 
tom the institute into govern- 
ment. There are seven names on 

the list but there may be more. 
It’s the kind of thing that shard 
to keep trade of these- days. 

More surprising, perhaps, is 
that the Adam Smith Insonite 
is also pleased to be influential 
with the new government™ 

insiimie-snewslen"?^^ 
“After IS years of 
SS^thaConservauve 
gtwernraent, the obvious ques- 


tion is 'How will the Adam 
Smith Institute adapt tb work- 
ing with a Labour government?’ 
The answer is ‘smoothly'.” 

Director Eamonn Butler 
immediately starts dropping 
the names of Labour ministers 
who are attending the institute’s 
new lecture series, “Achieving 
Labours Aims”. Can this be the 
same institute that once advo- 
cated tbe virtual a bo li ton of 
government? “We prefer to 
think of ourselves as promot- 
ing tbe values of a free society,” 
says Mr Butler. “Our job is to 
work with foe politicians of foe 
day. If governments change, 
then we have to work with 
them. There are many things in 
the Labour manifesto one can 
agree with. So mudi is in the the 
presentation of policy. We have 
to work with everybody.” 

A few years ago such a 
statement would have shocked 
bat this is the new age of bendy 
centrist politics and so it only 
brings a laugh or two. “There 
is a lot of cross dressing now be- 
cause the political centre has 
moved so much to the right," 
says Tessa Keswick of the Cen- 
tre for Policy Studies, which was 
set up in 1974 by Mrs Thatch- 
er and Keith Joseph. She,^ai 
least, is not pretending to be in- 
fluential with Labour, though 


sbe does think there are areas 
where the two might have in- 
terests that overlap. 

All of thfa very in- 

teresting viewing for the tikes 
of Lord Harris of High Cross, 
who ran what was the most in- 
fill ental think tank of them all 
in foe Eighties, the Institute for 
Economic Affairs. “The IEA 
started with a wholly academ- 
ic board and we were principally 
concerned with foe economic 
systems of a free society. We 
then became quite acceptable," 
he says with masterful under- 
statement But he stresses font 
foe IEA was never keen to be 
part of foe inner circle of the 
day. “You’ve got to pursue the 
analysis with vigour and ig- 
nore what politicians say.” 

This is perhaps the toughest 
lesson for think tanks like 
Demos and IPPR. After all, 
bofoaretnoyoungtohaveever 
been dose to power before. The 
IPPR, in particular, does not 
see its links with Labour as a 
conflict of interest. 

Director Gerry Holtham 
points out that ftsrale has always 
been more towards solving spe- 
cific problems than speculating 
on big ideas. He even talks 
about what it was like to be in 
opposition and compares foe 
rote of a think tank to that of the 


civfl service. “Before tbe ejection 
we asked ourselves, will our 
function have to change a lot 
when Labour win? Surely, we 
thought, they will have civil ser- 
vice that will do a lot of the pol- 
icy analysis that we in tbe past 
have done. But these last few 
months have shown us that it is 
not true. There is scope for our 
problem-oriented approach 
simply because foe civO service 
is working on the current agen- 
da and doesn't have foe capac- 
ity to deal with the future.” 

Demos sees things differ- 
ently. The think-tank was 
founded onty in 1993 with foe 
goal of breaking through the 
traditional boundaries of left 
and right, and lan Christie has 
□o desire to change this. He is 
full of plans: a big new area for 
Demos will be foe environment 
and future work will be much 
“crunchier” (i.e. aimed at pro- 
viding specific solutions). In- 
dependence is key. 

“Many of our publications 
could be adopted by the 
Tories," he says, gesturing to- 
wards the pamphlets on display 
along the windowsill of 
Demos's distinctly nntrendy 
basement offices near Fleet 
Street “We want to be influ- 
ential with the Conservative 
party. It's no good to this coun- 


try have a Conservative party 
that is as intellectually bereft as 
the Labour party was in the ear- 
ly eighties. Part of wfaat Demos 
is about is to give a home to 
conservatives who want to re- 
think what they are about.” 

Geoff Mulgen agrees. “The 
Ibries are very important to us. 
Don’t get aligned. That’s what 
stops thinking.” Such a state- 
ment would cany a bit more 
weight, of course, if h wasn't be- 
ing delivered by an adviser to 
Ibny Blair, and many onlookers 
are watching to see what hap- 
pens next. “If you’ve sold your- 
self as a think rank that is 
independent then you lose some 
of your legitimacy once you 
take the inside brack," says co- 
founder Martin Jacques. “This 
is dearly a problem for Demos.” 

Yesterday Demos sent 
round a press release clarifying 
Geoff Mulgen’s role. It said be 
was taking leave from his post 
as director but that he would re- 
main involved in Demos’ work. 
It is a compromise but still a 
tough line to walk. Tbe job of 
an exceptional think tank is to 
think foe unthinkable and say 
foe unsayable and to care about 
little else. After all, politicians 
come and go but a great 
thought can last forever. Or at 
least that's foe idea. 
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In die same way, by 
having a BUPA Breast 
Screen we can detect the 
most minute signs of 
cancer that can affect one in 12 
women today. The BUPA Breast 
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Professor 
George Forrest 


William George Grieve 
Forrest, ancient historian: 
bom Glasgow 24 September 
1925; Fellow, Wadham 
College, Oxford 1951 -7$ 
(Emeritus); Wykeham 
professor of An dent History, 
Oxford University 1977-92 
(Emeritus); Fellow, New 
College, Oxford 1977-92 
(Emeritus); married 1956 
Margaret Hall (two 
daughters); died Oxford M 
October /997. 

George Forrest taught Greek 
history at W3dham College, 
Oxford from 1951, appointed by 
the man who became his deep 
friend. Maurice Boh ra. In 1977 
he look up the Ancient Histo- 
ry Chair, but will be remem- 
bered especially as a thrilling 
undergraduate tutor who 
taught many of today's classes 
stars. “Why," I asked, “was he 
such an exciting teacher? 1 " “He 
made the fragmentary come 
alive." said one. “He made 
you see connexions.” 

His writing ranged through- 
out Greek history. The Delph- 
ic oracle had been excavated by 
the French and interpreted as re- 
ligion; no one had sifted its his- 
tory and politics. Forrest’s 
articles on that are still the ba- 
sis of Delphic history. In his 
books, The Emergence of Greek 
Democracy ( 1 966) and A Histo- 
ry of Sparta 1 1968), he brought 
crucial journalistic qualities - 
clarity, accessibility, fair-minded 
debunking - to Greek history, 
without selling scholarship short. 

He preferred people to 
ideas, making imeUecmal history 
exciting by doing it through 
personalities, and arguing that 
Greek democracy - therefore 
everyone’s democracy - was 
not designed: it came about by 
accident. (Some of his pupils 
have spent their lives arguing the 
opposite, but this is still the dom- 
inant view in America.) His 
hallmark was, “Don't believe 
anything anyone says. FfTiy did 
they say what they did?" He was 
the first (with Moses Finley) to 
defend Athenian democracy 
against the dominant upper-das 
academic establishment, who for 
centuries mainly parroted Pla- 
to’s attacks on it hook, line and 
sinker. ("Of course they were stu- 
pid; look - they killed 
Socrates"). Forrest lack-started 
a radical rc-apprecialion of the 
astonishing Athenian experi- 
ment 1 government effectively by 
referendum, lasting 200 years); 
an appreciation whose details 
are only being filled in today. 

His work was powered by- 
profound knowledge of sources, 
fierce democratic feeling, and in- 
extinguishable political enjoy- 
ment. Even on his deathbed he 
roust have adored the spectacle 
of Toiy politicians trying to be- 
come the caring society. The last 
news conversation 1 had with him 
was on Gadaffi’s conspiracy the- 
ory about Princess Diana's 
death. Riddled with cancer, only 
on fluids (and barely on those). 


he roared with laughter. “If 
Gadaffi*® righT, he said, “itTl be 
the only plot MIS thought up 
that ever worked.” 

George Forrest did some- 
thing to his friends which made 
them unwitting members of an 
international confederacy: a 
band of people who loved him 
and his wife Margaret, the 
supreme beauty of her Oxford 
generation. (Forrest carted her 
off, against all competition, in his 
scarlet sports car lily Christine.) 
You could take the pair of them 
into the lowest Cretan dive and 
they’d be instantly at home, re- 
membered fondly by the estab- 
lishment for years. “How’s your 
friend?” they’d say. "That Geor- 
gakL What a lively boy! What 
nicked eyes'" (A big Cretan 
compliment - or it was, in the 
Seventies.) “Why did you like 
him?”, I asked an English sculp- 
tor. “He was so personal," he 
said. “When he talked to you, 
there was always a bidden little 
barb. He was endearing and 
wicked. Underneath he was sen- 
timental; on top he was a hard- 



Forrest: democratic feeling 


headed Scot And there was that 
enormous sense of fun.” 

Forrest was proud of being 
Scots and knew the best fields 
to steal frozen turnips from 
when hungry. His father William 
Forrest was a brilliant journal- 
ist who covered the Spanish Civ- 
il War and Second World Whr 
for the Afews Chronicle. George 
himself was in the second wave 
of the Normandy Landings, a ra- 
dio operator ( in v Weather”) in 
the RAF. Breakfast on the day 
was a nightmare. 

“The Americans brought 
food we hadn’t seen for years.” 
he said. “Wb went along the line 
with our plates, our eyes getting 
bigger as the mound grew. 
Then the last chef dipped a la- 
dle in his pot and poured straw- 
berry jam over the whole bloody 
lot. Couldn't eat a thing!” For- 
rest loathed unnecessary things: 
jelly on bacon, water (he pre- 
ferred gm). or showing off. He 
was a tolerant, conservative 
communist: from strawberry 
jam to pretension, he wasn't go- 
ing to forbid what disgusted 
him. But he did, very quietly, 
find it hugely funny. 

He loved Greece in all its 
forms and shadows. “Ancient 
Greece, modern Greece: on 
both he would come out with a 
quiet one-liner that changed 


everything and made you see dif- 
ferently" said an Athens-based 
journalist. His love affair with 
modern Greece began at the 
British School at Athens in the 
Fifties. When the junta ap- 
peared in 1967, he was a key fig- 
ure for Greek intellectuals. 
Several would have been im- 
prisoned, maybe tortured, but 
for his tireless letter-writing. 
Greece in exile beat a track to 
the door of his chaotic \fedham 
room. He knew where and how 
to protest and could be relied on 
to do it, and stop British acad- 
emics visiting the country. Af- 
terwards, he was deeply loved as 
a phfiheliene who’d really come 
across for Greece, and got an 
honorary degree at Athens; but 
you’d mainly find jhim in the tow- 
est-life tavemas, with Margaret’s 
wit, grace, beauty and humani- 
ty giving his wickedness and 
crumpled off-dun jacket (he 
bated slickness of every kind) 
their perfect foil. 

He loved Whdham and all 
connected with it, deeply. His 
central table, rampant with books 
and epigraphical squeezes, re- 
vealed itself out of term as a bil- 
liard table. Only he knew the 
secret of its mystic slope. He also 
knew every story to the discred- 
it of every Wadham-made 
ambassador and politician. Un- 
failingly courteous, kind and loy- 
al, he delighted in pomposity. 
Even in extremis, he had a gift like 
the lock of champagne for ap- 
preciating human failings. He 
once broke his ankle at a moun- 
tain festival on the island of 
Chios. No one wanted to leave; 
everyone, down to the donkeys, 
was hopelessly, as he put it. pie- 
eyed. Eventually we persuaded 
a policeman and his friend to dri- 
ve the three-hour roller-coaster 
into town. En route , the police- 
man disagreed with his friend 
about how to put tapes in the cas- 
sette-player. They stopped; they 
argued; the car was on an out- 
side bend above a precipice m the 
dark. Forrest, now in real agony, 
but with his collector’s delight in 
idiocy, leant over and chuckled. 
“Magnificent incompetence,” he 
whispered. 

As a student stuck on cham- 
ber music, 1 refused to coun- 
tenance the idea that Verdi was 
the man to love. “Come round 
and listen, ducks,” he said, and 
through a summer night played 
his entire collection of early 
records acquired by cigarette- 
barter in post-war Berlin. There 
was Galti-Curci singing “Caro 
Nome” over 1930s crackles 
and George pouring endless 
drinks that said, in triumphant 
silence, “See?” He’d find some- 
thing funny on a lima to Hades, 
some hitherto unknown idiocy 
in Elysium. In his last conscious 
hours be made effort after 
generous effort to respond to 
the many people desperate to 
talk to him. Wherever George 
Forrest has gone, he’ll still be 
giving people something new to 
think and laugh about. 

- Ruth Fade/ 



Delubac: pert, scubrettish leading lady Photograph: Hutton Getty 


Jacqueline Delubac 


Jacqueline Basset (Jacqueline 
Delubac), actress: born Lyon 
1910; married 1935 Sacha 
Guitry (marriage dissolved); 
died Paris 14 October 1997. 


“I am 50 today. Jacqueline is 25. 
What could be more reasonable 
than that I make her my better 
half?” So said Sacha Guitry - 
actor, dramatist, film-maker, wit 
and. for 60 years, the epitome 
of Parisian boulevardier 
panache - of his marriage to 
Jacqueline Delubac in 1935. 

Delubac was the third of 
Guitry's five wives and pro- 
tegees. The first was Charlotte 
Lyses, then came Yvonne Print- 
eraps, who might be described 
as the French Gertrude 
Lawrence. Then, in fourth po- 
sition. Genevieve de Ser&tilie, 
and. last, Lana Marconi . Print- 
emps apart, the career of each 
of these actresses was entirely 
predicted on Guitry’s patron- 
age. As soon as be had divorced 
them, they were, professional- 
ly speaking, finished. 

So it was with Jacqueline 
Delubac. whose filmography 
abruptly tails off in the Fifties 
after their estrangement. Un- 
like either de Sdreville or Mar- 
coni, however, she was more 
than just a chic stooge. Even if 
one cannot abide Guitry's flam- 
boyant urbanity and nasally 
whinnying delivery, it is possi- 


ble to enjoy the dozen featheiy 
comedies in which they co- 
starred (and all of which he 
directed) for their pert, 
soubrettish leading lady, with 
her near-supernatural vivacity, 
her deliciously retrous&g nose, 
her oddly flapping lips - you 
have to see her deliver one of 
Gu '’try’s mots to know what I 
am talking about - and her 
charming artlessness. Never at 
a loss forwords, Guitry himself 
evoked her appeal thus: “You 
turn up from the provinces - 
and you look it -just a year on, 
one wonders if you were born 
in La Villette or Montmartre 
and. IS months after that, 
you've become so indelibly 
Parisian one begins to suspect 
you might be a foreigner." 

In fact, it was in Lyon, the 
capital, as it were, of tne French 
provinces, that she was born - 
into a family which had 
amassed a fortune from the 
manufacture of artificial silk. 
From her earliest youth, how- 
ever, her resolve was to become 
an actress; and. by the mid-Thir- 
ties, she had gravitated to Paris, 
where she appeared in a revue, 
impersonating, quite unimag- 
inably, Josephine Baker. Pos- 
sibly realising that there was no 
future in so patent a misdirec- 
tion of her talents, she arranged 
to have herself introduced to 
Guitry, who immediately cast 
her in a new play. Villa a ven- 


dre, and, slightly less immedi- 
ately, married her. 

Thereafter, she was his glam- 
orous foil in a series of now clas- 
sic movie comedies. In Bonne 
Chance (1935) she played his 
gambling partner. In Faisons un 
rive ( Let's Dream Together , 
1936). a seamless confection, as 
airy, hollow and insubstantial as 
a bubble, perhaps, but an 
amorously chiselled one. she 
has a knac^ all her own of “wit- 
tirising” an ostensibly innocuous 
line of dialogue that makes one 
regret she never played Wilde or 
Coward. (“My darling,” she 
pointedly asks a philandering 
Guitry at the breakfast table, 
“will you please give me a direct 
answer to a direct question? Do 
you or do you not want butter 
on your toast?”) And in Mon 
Pere avail raison (Mv Father Was 
Right, 1937), a self-styled “light 
tragedy” which, on stage, had 
featured Sacha's own father, 
the great Lurien Guitry, she so 
persuasively captured the style 
of the original that Guitry absent- 
mindedly remarked to his di- 
rector of photography, “I love the 
way you lit that scene between 
my father and Jacqueline”. 

Jacqueline Delubac, in 
short, never put a foot wrong. 
Except, alas, in the circum- 
stances of her passing. She 
died, at 87, as a result of injuries 
sustained in a traffic accident 
- Glbert Adair 


Adil £ar$ani 


Adil pu^ani, politician: born 
Fusbc-Bardha, Albania 4 May 
1922- Deputy Prime Minister 
of Albania 1965-62, Prime 
Minister 1982-91; married 
(two daughters); died Tirana 
(3 October 1997. 


The political career of Adfl 
ni, Albania’s last Stalin- 
ist prime minister, spanned the 
entire period of Communist 
rule in his country, which was 
inaugurated fa 1944 with the de- 
parture of the German occu- 
pying forces and ended in chaos 

in 1991. 

During all but four of those 
47 years Qargani held high of- 
fice. But despite his presence in 

the highest echelons of the 
Communist hierarchy, he was 
never considered oue of the 
strongmen of the Albanian 
leadership. Indeed, the lack of 
any perceived challenge from 
QaTfani was one of the main 

reasois for his political longevi- 
ty at a time when Enver Hox- 
ha, the paramount leader, 
periodically purged the lead- 
ership of potential rivals. 

Like Hosha and the major- 
ity of the future Communist nil- 
. ing dlite, Qaigw was a Tbsk, a 
southern Albanian. His road to 
the top began, as in the case of 
almost all of his fellow-leaders, 
during the Second World 'War, 
when he joined the Communist 
Party within a year of its foun- 
dation in 1941. He served as a 
divisional commissar - or po- 
litical commander - in the 
Communist guerrilla array. 

In the decade after the war 
Qa xqanTs rise through the ranks 
was slow and unspectacular. It 
included stints as a deputy min- 
ister and minis ter of trade and 
industry. More importantly in 
a re gime that was run not by the 
government but by the Com- 
munist Party - by then renamed 
the Albanian Workers’ Party 
(AWP) - he joined the ranks of 
the ruling Politburo in 1956. 

Nine years later he became 
deputy prime minister. His job 
was primarily to ensure that the 
economy continued to function 
somehow through the ideolog- 
ical twists and turns ofHoxha’s 
foreign policy which brought 
first a rift with the Soviet Union 
in 1961 and then with China in 
1978 - the two Communist gi- 
ants that bad successively un- 
derwritten Albania's economic 
development for three decades. 

Cargani bad next to no ex- 
perience m foreign affaire or se- 
curity matters when he was 
catapulted into the post of 



prfanfc pliant 


ofW82. His promoaonfot 
lowed the death, in mystenous 

^Ltan^QfHotha^ 

^comrade-in-ams-sD^P- 
parcnt rival - Prime Minister 
Mehmet Shebu. 

rararaj was a pliant associ- 
ate dori^ what turned out to 
be the final phase of Hoxba s 
m 3 And following 
Hoxha’s death in 1985, there 
was no surprise when the top 
job of AWP leader went to tfie 
head of state, Ramiz Aha, an 
ideologue and politician, rather 
than to the more technocratic 
administrator Carqaiu. 

Known to many Albanians 

as “Tho-Tao”, the name of an in- 
competent but harmless bear in 
a popular Japanese cartoon 
series, Cartjani battled ineffec- 
tively to arrest Albania’s eco- 
nomic decline through the 
1980s. In the late 1980s there 
was a period of cautious open- 
ing to the rest of the world to 
encourage trade; but it was too 
little, too late. Meanwhile, the 
revolutions of 1989 in much of 
Eastern Europe set an example 
that the more ruthlessly re- 
pressed Albanian population 
eventually followed from the 
end of 1990. 

Following pro-democracy 
student demonstrations in De- 
cember that year Carqani was 
given an extra job as leader of 
the Democratic Front, the um- 
brella-group of COmmunist- 
controlled social organisations. 
He replaced the 70-year-old 
Nexhmije Haxha - widow of the 
late dictator -who had resigned 
on grounds of her advanced 
age. to be succeeded, somewhat 
improbably, by £argani, who 
was then already 68 years old. 

But age was not the only 
thing that began to count 
against Qargani. He remained 
an orthodox Communist who 
could not cope with the changes 
unleashed in Albania. One of 
his last acts as a leader was to 
address a rally in February 
199 1 at which he denounced the 

inn M Hnvha" 






enemies of Albania could have 
committed". 

Electoral defeat came for 
the AWP in March 1992 at the 
hands of the Democratic Par- 
ty, led by Sali Berisha. 
did not feel at home in Alba- 
nia’s new democratic environ- 
ment Worse was to come in 
1994 when he was put on triaLy 
along with Ramiz Alia, for V ' 
abuse of power and was given 
a five-year suspended sentence. 

His poor state of health saved 
him from actual imprisonment 

During his final months 
Car^ani lived through dramat- 
ic changes in Albania -starting 
with the collapse of high-risk 
pyramid investment schemes 
and an uprising against Berisha’s 
increasingly authoritarian ad- 
ministration. But by then the ail- 
ing (^anjani took no part in 
shaping Albania’s turbulent po- 
litical life. With the collapse of ~ 
Communism he became littlel? 1 
more than a relic of the past 
- Gabriel ftjrfios 
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BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


BIRTHS 

BELL: lb Kjlhkm (4), a sister; to Julie 
( n£e Raines) and Michael, a daugh- 
ter, Maria Ann Danyeb. on 9 Oc- 
tober, at Lewisham Hospital Many 
thanks to all who helped during 
pregnancy and at the birth. 

LAURENCE: On 14 October 1007, to 
Rosanna (nee Uoyd-Roberts) and 
Robert, a son, Hugh Jonathan Isaac, 
a brother tor Charles. Catherine 
and Henry. 

DEATHS 

FELLING; On Hiesday 14 October is 
Cambridge, Hcnrv Mathura Pelting, 
LittD. FBA, fellow of Si Johns 
College. Cambridge, sometime Col- 
lege Lecturer in History, Emeritus 
Reader in Recent British History. Fu- 
neral Service on Wednesday 22 Oc- 
tober at 1130am in the Chapel of St 
John's College, Cambridge. 

TEMPROS: Hector, horn 3 September 
1W6, died lb October 1997. Dearest 
Hcdtor, you have been much loved 

and wiU he sorely mined, 

THOMAS: Brian Frank Warren, died 
peacefully on 13 October. Mudt- 
kwd husband at Kniij and ievidg fa- 
ther lo Sue, Andrew and Kate. He 
be greatly missed by his wife, dtfldten, 
grandchildren, family and friends. 
Funeral service at Canford Crema- 
torium, Canford Lane, Wcsttauiy- 
on-Trym, Bristol, at 2.30pm on 
Wednesday 22 October. Flowers c/a 
R, Davies & Son, 63 Westbwy Hill, 
Westbuiy-on-Trym, Bristol. 

WORMALD; Hazel, beloved daughter 
of Joyre and the late Arthur, on 14 
October 1997. Peacefully . at the Roy- 
al Maisden Hospital alter an illness 
bravefy borne. Many thanks to all who 
helped care for her. Cremation at 
Kingston on 23 October at ll.JQam. 
Donations to MacmtUan Nurses, c/o 
‘C.RJ5. Funeral Service, 177 King's 
Road, Kingston, KT2 5JG. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr J. M. Brunt 
and Miss H. M. A. Otlq 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween John, son of Dr Rod Brunt, 
of Bath, and Mrs Patricia Mitchell, 
also of Bath, and Henrietta, elder 
daughter of Mr Tbm Otley, of Marl- 
borough, Wiltshire, and Mrs Kate 
Noble, of Bath. The marriage wOI 
take place in Sydney, Australia, on 
8 November 1997. 

Birthdays 

Mr Stephen Bishop-Kovacevicb, 
concert pianist, 57; Mr Harry Car- 
penter. journalist and boxing com- 
mentator, 7 1 Mr Sydney Chapman 
MP. 62; Mr Alexander Cooke, Hon- 
orary Consulting Physician. United 
Oxford Hospitals, 98; The Earl of 
Dalbousie, former Governor- 
General, Rhodesian Federation, 83; 
Mr Alan Gamer, writer. 63; Sir 
Ralph Gibson, a former Lard Jus- 
tice of Appeal, 75; The Right Rev 
Ronald Goode hild, Assistant Bish- 
op, Exeter, 87; Mr Johnny Haynes, 
footballer, 63; Mrs Atm Jones, ten- 
nis player, 59; Lord Kflbracfcen, 
writer and journalist. 77; Mr Michael 
Lard MP, 59; Sir Cameron Mackin- 
tosh. producer of stage musicals, 51; 
Mr Arthur Miller, playwright, 82; Mr 
Bernard Thylor, former chief exec- 
utive. Glaxo, 62; Sir Simon Hickey, 
High Court Judge. 56. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Nathan Field, actor and 
playwright, baptised 1587; John 
Wilkes, political reformer and jour- 


nalist. 1727; Qaude-Henri, Comte de 
Saint-Simon, economist and social re- 
former, 1760; Elinor G(yn, novelist, 
1864; Baroness Karen Bliren flsak 
Dinesen), writer. 1885; Nathanael 
West (Nathan Wallenstein Wein- 
stein}. novelist, 1903; Jean Arthur 
(Gladys Georgianna Greene), ac- 
tress, 1905; Rita Hayworth (Mar- 
garita Carmen Cansino), actress, 
1928; Montgomery Gift, actor, 1920. 
Deaths: Sir Philip Sidney, poet, sol- 
dier and courtier, died of septi- 
caemia 1586; Frfidfiric- Francois 
Chopin (Fryderyt Frandszck), com- 
poser, 1849. On this day: under the 
Treaty of Dunkirk, the city was sold 
by Charles □ to the French. 1662; 
Charles U escaped from Cromwell's 
army across the F-n giish Channel, 
1651; the republics of Czechoslova- 
kia and Yugoslavia were formally es- 
tablished, 1918; in the United Slates, 
A1 Capone, bootlegger, was sen- 
tenced to 11 years in jail tor income- 
tax evasion, 1931; the first nuclear 
power station in the world was 
opened at Calder Hall, 1956. Today 
is the Feast Day of St Anstrudis or 
Aiistrude, Saints Eihelbert and 
Elhdred, St Ignatius of Antioch. St 
John die Dwarf, St Notbebn, St Rule, 
St Seraphino and The Ursulme 
Martyrs of Miienriennes. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 5,49pm. 

flitted SjMgQgMK 8181-343 Federa- 
tion nrsyaagoe**; 0 IS 1 -ZIC 1263. t/trioa of 
l^att inti Progressive 5pupfpes:OI7U5lA 
1663. Reform Synagogue of Great Britain: 
01*1-4494731. SpuMt oarf FWtHP»tseJ!ews 
Owmsakw: 8171-2W 2573. New London 
SjneogK (MwortiV. D 171-328 1026 . 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS Changing of the Guard 

The Princess Royal Cototwl-in-Cbicf, The Household Cbv&ljy Mounted Rcgi- 
Thu Royal Logistic Corps, visits Vauxhall mcni mounts the Queen's Life Guard at 
Barracks. Dtdcou Oxfordshire- Horse Guards, 1 lam. 


LAW REPORT: 17 October 1997 


The transfer of special waste was not by a ‘carrier’ 


Vhere a company 
transferred special waste 
rom the producer's 
1 remises to its own site for 
lisposaJ, it was not a 
'carrier" within the terms of 
he Control of Pollution 
Special Waste) Regulations 
980 since It was not 
transferring the waste to 
mother person, 
hanks & McEwan (Southern Wfete 
ervices) Ltd v Environment Agency; 
Queen's Bench Divisional Court 
Lord Justice Auld and Mr Justice 
■nan Smettey) M October 1997. 


The Divisional Court allowed 
the appeal byway of case Slat- 
ed of Shanks & McEwan 
(Southern Waste Services 
Ltd) against their conviction by 
justices of two offences of un- 
lawful failure as carriers of 
special waste to complete 
their part of a consignment 
note as required by regulation 
4(5) of the Control of fttllution 
(Special Waste) Regulations 
1980, contrary to regulation 
16; and unlawful failure as 
such carriers to take reasonable 
measures to prevent the con- 
travention by another of section 
33 of the Environmental Pro- 


tection Act 1990, contrary to 
section 34< I )(a J of the Act, 
David Lamming (Barker Goalee, Ip- 
swchl for ike appellants; Martin 
Gather (Legal Services Manager; En- 
wownent Agency, Peterborough) for 
the respondent. 

Mr Justice Brian Smedley said 
that the appellants had been 
engaged tty United Overseas 
Ltd (“UOL") to co Ilea from 
their premises and to dispose 
of certain flammable waste 
material which, it was not dis- 
puted, fell within the definition 
of “special waste" in the 1 980 
Regulations. 

UOL had not told the ap- 
pellants that the waste was 
special waste, nor had they had 
prepared a consignment note 
for the benefit of the carrier 
and the local regulatory au- 
thority as required for special 
waste by regulation 4(1). 

The appellants’ driver took 
the waste 10 one of the appel- 
lants' own disposal sites, 
which was not one to which 
special waste was normally de- 
livered. However, a chemist 
employed by the appellants 
found that the waste W3S 
special waste and diverted it to 


a properly licensed site. He no- 
tified the regulatory authority, 
and UOL later pleaded guflty 
to having failed to prepare 
the requisite consignment note, 
and to an offence contrary to 
section 34{l)(a) of the 
Environmental Protection 
Act 1990, of having failed as 
producer of the waste, 10 take 
reasonable measures to prevent 
the contravention by 
another of section 33 of the 
Act 

The appellants argued that 
although they were contracted 
to transfer the waste for dis- 
posal they were not the carri- 
ers of the waste. The phrase 
“the carrier” was defined in 
regulation 4(5) as “any person 
who transfers special waste 
from the premises at which it 
is produced to another person 
for disposal”, and the appel- 
lants were transferring the 
waste not to another person but 
to their own disposal site. 

They submitted that if there 
was a lacuna in the 1980 Reg- 
ulations it was for Parliament 
or the Secretary of State, not 
the court, to amend them and 
fill the gap- That had in fact 
been done by the the Special 


Waste Regulations 1996 which 
had replaced the 1980 Regu- 
lations from 1 September 1996. 
Under those regulations the 
carrier was defined as a “per- 
son who collects the waste . . . 
and transports it to another 
place”. 

Those submissions were 
correct, and the justices had, ac- 
cordingly, erred in convicting 
the appellants of the first of- 
fence. 

Section 34 of the 1990 Act 
and the Code of Practice issued 
thereunder in 1991 applied to 
a variety of people concerned 
in various ways and stages with 
controlled waste. The duty im- 
posed by section 34(l)(a) on. 
inter alia, the carrier, was to 
“take all such measures ap- 
plicable to him in that capaci- 
ty as are reasonable in the 
circumstances to prevent any 
contravention by any 
other person of section 33”. 
Section 33 prohibited, inter 
•\7.u unlicensed disposal of 
W8a C, 

T ze appellants argued that 
the Hiain of responsibility 
.or wvste was forward look- 
in and that the duty on 
as carriers of the waste 


did not extend to the pre- 
vention of a contravention of 
section 33 by a person from 
whom they had received the 
waste, but to exclude from, 
thar duty a contravention by. ^ 
any persons who bad had -ft 
earlier control of or contact . 
with the waste was a wholly 
artificial way to interpret the 
section. It was also argued 
that if no actual offence had 
been committed under sec- 
tion 33, then there could be 
no breach of section 34, but 
the section could not be in- 
terpreted in that way. 

However, in the present 
case, no offence under section 
33 had actually been commit- 
ted because the appellants' 
chemist bad been vi gilan t 
and had diverted the waste to" 
a licensed site. In those cir- 
cumstances one had to askin' 
what respect it was alleged 
that the appellants had uav 
lawfully failed to take all rea- 
sonable measures to prevent 
an y contravention by any oth-'. 
er person of section -3i A 
conviction under section; 
34{l)(a) could not therefore be- 
justified. 

* Kate O'Honfbff. Barister. . 
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BSkyB chief 
Chisholm makes 

£6.8m in a year 


U?’ ** end of * e month. enabling its 

5 he ? d 0f BSkyB * ■* Kriben 10 pay 10 view ^e- 
-.aTmost doubled his ofic films. The satellite broad- 


- aTnrtost doubled his 
remuneration last year 
taking home a total of 
£6.8m. As Cathy Newman 
reports, that makes him 

one of the highest paid 

executives of a UK 
quoted company. 


Mr Chisholm, who is to step 
down ai the end of the year due 

to poor health, made £5m by ex- 
ercising 1.8 million phantom 
share options. He also received 
a bonus of £l-3m to add to his 
basic pay of £302^575. 

Over the past two years, the 
ebullient BSkyB boss has 
earned a total of £10.7m. The 
money paid to Mr Chisholm is 
set to cause controversy with 
shareholders, particularly as 
the company’s share price has 
underperformed in the last few 
months. 

Other high pay awards in the 
media industry that have upset 
investors include WPP's chief 
executive, Martin SorrelL who 
made £2. 8m last year. 

A BSkyB spokesman de- 
fended Mr Chisholm’s pay 
package, saying it was dosely 
linked to the perfo rmance of the 
company as 75 per cent of his 
salary last year derived from 
phantom share options. 

It also emerged yesterday 
that BSkyB was poised to sign 
a pay-per-view film deal with 
Whrner Brothers, the Holly- 
wood studio which has just 
agreed terms with On Demand 
Management, a consortium of 
cable companies. 

BSkyB is expected to clinch 
a deal with Warner and other 
Hollywood studios before the 


raster had originally hoped to 
tie up an exclusive deal with 
Lanier, but it now looks set lo 
share the film rights with the 
cable companies. 

A BSkyB spokesman said: 
“BSkyB has signed pay-per- 
view deals with a significant 
number of studios, the majority 
of them for exclusive pay-per- 
view film rights." 

BSkyB is certain to have 
negotiated an exclusive agree- 
ment with Twentieth Century 
Fox, which is owned by News 
Corporation. Rupert Mur- 
doch's News Corp has a 40 per 
cent stake in BSkyB. 

Meanwhile, cable industry 
sources said that On Demand - 
the group representing Telewest 
Communications, NTL, General 
Cable and Diamond Cable 
Communications - was close lo 
agreement with two other 
studios, Sony, and Paramount 

In return for Hollywood film 
rights, the cable companies will 
be obliged to carry various 
“vanity channels” owned by 
the studios, which will ral»» up 
valuable capacity on the ana- 
logue cable network 

As part of the Warner deal, 
for example, cable operators wDl 
have to offer subscribers CNN, 
owned by Varner, free of 
charge. BSkyB will not be faced 
with the same problem, as satel- 
lite subscribers who have a dish 
already get CNN for free. 

The studios are likely to re- 
ceive roughly half of the rev- 
enues from film pay-per-view. 

Separately, General Cable 
announced yesterday that it 
was to take a £35m charge to 
reorganise the business and re- 
focus on telephony. The com- 
pany said it could not make 


money from cable television 
because of the conditions 
imposed by programmers such 
as BSkyB. As a result, the com- 
pany will in future only sell ca- 
ble television packages to users 
of its telephone sendees. 

David Miller, finance direc- 
tor of General, said: “We’re 
chasing our tails trying to sell ca- 
ble television as an end in itself. 
Although today we sell TV and 
telephone, tomorrow we wiD sell 
access through which you can 
buy pay-TV, near rideo-on- 
deraand and so on." 

Around 15 percent of Gen- 
eral's subscribers take cable 
television without the telephone 
service. As a result, Mr Miller 
said he expected the company’s 
pay-TV penetration to fall. 

Construction of the cable 
network will be frozen. General 
said, which would lead to 
around 50 redundancies out of 
a workforce of 1^00. Investment 
in analogue equipment will also 
cease, but the company expects 
to launch its digital TV service 
towards the end of next year. 

In addition, the company is 
to raise its prices. New cus- 
tomers will have to pay £45 for 
basic and premium services. 
Existing subscribers will con- 
tinue to be charged £38 a month 
for premium channels. 

In a similar move to curb 
losses Tel ewes t, the second 
largest UK cable company, cut 
1,400 jobs last August and said 
it would delay the completion 
of its network for two years. 

Mr Miller said General bad 
notified BSkyB that it would be 
dropping Sky News. The service 
is to be replaced by the BBC's 
new 24-hour channel although 
Mr Miller added that no con- 
crete agreement with the BBC 
had yet been signed. 

Outlook, page 25 



Phantom share options pay off for Sam Chisholm, who almost doubled his remuneration last year 
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Former Mercury chief 
bids for Racal Telecom 


Break-up looms as white 
knights desert Redland 
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Duncan Lewis, the 
former head of the 
Mercury phones 
company and senior 
Granada executive, is 
planning a return to the 
industry by launching bid 
to buy Ratal's 
telecommunications 
business. 

Chris Godsmark, bittiness 
correspondent, reports 
on the future of one of 
the UlCs largest 
telecoms networks. 


Racal in effect raised a far- sale 
sign over its telecommunica- 
tions business this summer 
when it appointed Merrill 
Lynch, the US investment bank, 
to hunt for potential partners or 
buyers. At the same time Gold- 
man Sachs was called in to 
carry out a similar review Of 
Ratal’s data products division. 

The deadline for bidders to 
enter the ring expired on Friday 
and Mr Lewis is understood to 
have put in a proposal, backed 
by Schroder Ventures, the ven- 
ture capital arm of the merchant 
banking group. - 

Mr Lewis, who resigned as 
chief executive of Granada’s 
meefia business last year, was not 
available for comment yester- 


day. However, his plan is under- 
stood to be a management buy- 
in, where he would join with 
other former colleagues to buy 
Racal Telecom outright. 

If the Lewis bid is successful 
it would be a high profile come- 
back for the executive, who left 
Granada after a simmering row 
with Charles Allen, the group's 
chief executive and Gerry 
Robinson, chairman. Since his 
departure Mr Lewis has been 
working on business projects 
and, apparently, enjoying a car 
reer break. 

There had been speculation 
that he would return to Cable 
ifc Wireless to run its combined 
telephones and cable TV em- 
pire, C&W Communications. 
Instead Dick Brown, CAW’S 
chief executive, chose another 
Granada executive, Graham 
Wallace for the top job. . 

Before joining Granada Mr 
Lewis, a former BT manager, 
moved to Cable & ‘Wireless 
where he rose to become chief 
executive of Mercury, now part 
of C&W Communications. 
During his nine month reign at 
Mercury he slashed costs there 
, cutting some 2,000 jobs. 

The Lewis bid is thought to 
offer several hundred million 
pounds for Racal Telecom, 
which had sales of £260m last 
year and, with profits of £43m, 
accounted for most of Racal’s 
£70m earnings- In terms of 


sales, Racal Telecom is more 
than twice the size of Energis, 
the telecoms group which Na- 
tional Grid is to float this year 
with an estimated price tag of 
around £lbn_ 

It was Ra cal’s 1995 deal to 
buy British Rail’s telecommu- 
nications operation, BBT which 
catapulted Racal Telecom into 
a leading player in the market 
Apart from supplying Rail track 
and train operating companies 
with phone services, it also has 
extensive private networks and 
claims to be the biggest con- 
tractor to the Government 

RacaJ yesterday confirmed 
that the deadline for bids had 
closed, but insisted a sale was 
just not the only route to boost- 
ing the telecom's businesses 
prospects. “We’re looking at all 
the options. Don’t assume that 
there will be an outright sale. 
Don’t assume anything," a 
spokesman said 

Sir Ernest Harrison, RacaTs 
long-standing chief executive, 
launched the Merrill Lynch re- 
view after a series of damaging 
profits warnings at Racal which 
have dented his reputation as 
the leading defender of share- 
holder value. 

At the time he indicated 
Racal Telecom was coming un- 
der increasing competitive pres- 
sure from rival telecoms groups 
which would depress its profits 
in the future. 


The chances of a white 
knight bid for Redland, 
the building materials 
company under siege 
from French group 
Lafarge, are looking 
more remote after some 
of the industry’s biggest 
players indicated 
yesterday that they were 
not interested in buying 
the whole company. 
Though it is early days, 
Redlancfs best defence 
may be to break itself 
up, writes Scmeena Ahmod. 

Investors in Redland expecting 
a white knight to counter La- 
farge’s £1.7bn hostile offer, 
made on Monday, for the roof- 
ing and aggregates company, 
may be disappointed after com- 
ments yesterday from some 
heavyweight players in the 
building industry. 

A source at Tarmac, the 
UK’s largest aggregates com- 
pany, said yesterday that it was 
‘‘pretty unlikely" that the com- 
pany would bid for any of Red- 
land. “It is hard to see us as a 
contender,” said the source. 

Analysts said that Tarmac 
would probably have to issue pa- 
per to buy Redland's UK and 
US aggregates business, valued 
at around £lbn. The company 
has high net debt and is still 


working through last year's as- 
set swap with WImpey. 

RMC said yesterday that it 
had an “open mind" about 
Redland's aggregates business 
and was watching the situation 
“closely.” 

However a source at the 
company indicated that RBB, 
Redland's roofing business was 
not a consideration: “1 doubt if 
we will extend in that direction. 
We already have our hands 
full.” 

Pioneer' the Australian 
budding materials group also 
appears 10 have ruled out a foil 
bid. Though the group has a 
roofing business in Australia 
and the USA and said that its 
strong balance sheet could fond 
expansion. Pioneer yesterday 
said that it did not consider roof- 
ing as its core business and that 
the German shareholding in 
RBB, 43 5 per cent owned by 
Braas, could be a problem. 

“That is another element in 
the attractiveness or unallrac- 
tiveoess of Redland,” said an in- 
sider. 

Hanson is also believed to 
have ruled itself out as a full bid- 
der. Blue Circle, the cement 
company whose name has also 
cropped up as a potential bid- 
der is thought to feel that buy- 
ing Redland, its customer, 
would alienate other cement 
users like Thrmac. Lafarge bos 
two weeks from Monday to 
post its offer document. 
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Stock Exchange tramples on ‘snake in the grass’ deals 


BT set 
to talk 
to MCI 
bid rivals 


British Telecom looks set 
to start talks on the 
future of MCI, its US 
partner, with the two 
rival bidders seeking to 
buy the company. 

Chris Godsmark, Business 
Correspondent, reports 
on BTs change of tactics 
after GTE confirmed a 
$28bn all cash takeover 
approach for MCI. 


BT is expected to ask MCI as 
early as today to lift a gagging 
clause in their merger agree- 
ment which prevents the two 
companies from discussing a 
link-up with rival suitors. A 
letter drafted by BT*s advisers 
will ask MCI to drop the clause, 
a step winch requires the formal 
agreement of the two compa- 
nies. 

The latest twist came after 
GTE, one of the largest US tele- 
phones companies, threw its bat 
into the takeover ring with a $40 
a share approach for MC L the 
long distance giant. The GTE 
offer is some $2bn lower than 
the $30bn unsolicited for MCI 
launched out of the blue earlier 
this month by WorldCom. How- 
ever, GTE’s bid is in cash, 
whereas WorldCom is pro- 
posing to pay MCI investors 
entirely in shares. 

BT declined to comment 
on its decision to lift the merger 
clause. However, the move will 
be seen by analysts as a clear 
sign- that the UK group bas ad- 
mitted defeat in its attempt to 
buy MCI, but would be keen to 
join a three-way alliance ol 
some sort with GTE. 

MCI’s board is expected to 
meet today to discuss the rival 
offers from WorldCom and 
GTE. Since the unsolicited ap- 
proach by WorldCom on I Oct- 
ober BT has insisted it cannoi 
enter into discussions untr 
MCTs board decided whethei 
to recommend the bid to it* 
shareholders. 

Like WorldCom, GTE alst 
made dear yesterday that it wa: 
keen to maintain the partner 
ship wiLh BT. including tin 
Concert joint venture in the in 
ternational business commun 
ications market. In a conferena 
call to US analysts last nigh 
Chuck Lee. GTE’s chairman 
said the company was “preparer 
to enter discussions" with botl 
BT and MO and nothing woulr 
be ruled oul 

Analysts emphasised tha 
BT could determine MCI’s fu 
ture if it joined in discussion; 
Mark Lambert from Me nil 
Lynch said: “From having beei 
marginalised, BT are back in 
pivotal role. GTE want BT 
support because it would be 
blow to WorldCom’s hopes 
They've certainly got a bette 
hand than ihey did yesterday. 

BT shares soared 24.5p t- 
471 as dealers digested th 
prospect of the company rece ! 
ving $5.6bn in cash for its 20 pe 
cent stake in MO if the GT) 
bid went through. 

But analysts cautione 
against speculation that BT 
would mount a multi-billio 
pound share buy-hack operatio 
with the money. Jim Ross, fror 
stockbrokers Hoare Goveti 
said BT may want l o buy a slak 
in a merged GTE-MC1. “Th 
big missing piece in the jigs® 
is how BT could get itself in 
volved in a GTTE-MCI dea 
For shareholders rhar's the cru 
dal question,” he said. 
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The Stock Exchange made 
final adjustments to its order- 
driven share trading system 
yesterday in preparation for 
Monday's launch. Tom Stevenson, 
financial editor, assesses the 
changes introduced after the 
mixed success of the system's 
dress rehearsals. 


The Stock Erohange took a detiavc step 


Monday. It said it would change the 
rules in a bid lo stamp oat so-called 
‘‘snake in the grass” traders who have 
caused havoc in test runs of the new au- 
tomated system by deliberately in- 
putting orders at ridiculous prices. 

A snake in the grass trade works by 
inputting a buy order for a stock at a 
very low price in the hope that a rival 
firm will make an error and acciden- 
tally input a matching sell order. The 
computer anicmatkally deals when buy 
and sell orders match, regardless of 
how dose to the prevailing market 


source: 


yesterday to ensure there is an orderly price the orders are. 

market when order-driven trading In an attempt to counter that 

transforms share dealing in foe Gty on threat, the Stock Exchange said yes- 


terday h would “treat as a potential reg- 
ulatory abuse” the entry of an order 
that was more than 20 per cent away 
from the current market price unless 
it was entered with foe prior approval 
of the Exchange. 

Garin Casey, the Exchange's chief 
executive, also moved to ease concerns 
that keyboard errors could lead to firms 
being exposed to much larger trans- 
actions than they expected. Starting on 
Monday, the order book will only ac- 
cept orders for ten tunes the normal 
market size for any given share. 

Mr Casey said foe potential risk to 
member firms of putting in enormous 
orders by, for example, slipping in an 


extra “O’ for outweighed those occasions 
when a finn would want lo input a very 
large order. He added that the limit 
was only an interim measure and said 
il would be kept under review. 

The Exchange also warned yester- 
day of foe dangers posed to firms of 
tistng “at best” trades where orders are 
placed with no restriction on the exe- 
cution price that would be acceptable. 
It said firms should use “limit orders” 
to avoid having a trade executed at a 
disadvantageous price, even if it 
steered clear of a snake in the grass. 

Yesterday’s adjustment marked 
the final changes to the Stock Ex- 
change’s SETS order-driven trading 


system, which from next week will ol 
fer an alternative to foe quote-drivei 
telephone-based system in force sina 
Big Bang in 1986 did away with floo 
trading. Initially its will only apply u 
the FTSE 100 index of leading slocks 
but there are plans to roll it out to tin 
next 250 shares as soon as possible. 

All eyes will focus on the success o 
foe automated trading project, whici 
has tied 300 firms directly into foe Stod 
Exchange and represents the bigges 
change to foe way shares arc traded >1 
1 1 years. The credibility of foe Stod 
Exchange, tarnished by previous fail- 
ures such as the ill-fated Taurus com- 
puter system, hangs in the balance. 
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WH Smith snubs Waterstone and 
announces its own break-up plan 


Troubled retailer WH Smith has 
dealt a double blow to Tim 
Wat erst one’s restructuring 
proposals by rejecting his revised 
plans and announcing its own 
blueprint for the future. This 
includes demerging the 
Waterstone’s bookselling 
business, selling Virgin-Our Price 
and revitalising the core high 
street chain. Nigel Cope, City 
Correspondent reports on an 
apparent change of heart. 


WH Smith's plans for a break-up come just 
two months after Jeremy Hardie, the WH 
Smilh chairman, ruled out such a course 
of action. At the time of the company’s foil 
year results in August he said: “We have 
no plans for a break-up ... What you don’t 
do is thrash about changing things.” 


However, he denied yesterday that 
there had been any volte face, saying that 
plans to reshape the Smiths portfolio had 
been under consideration for several 
months. “This is not the kind of thing you 
do on the hoof. It has been going on for 
a considerable period of time.” He ad- 
mitted that Mr Waterstone’s intervention 
had acted as “a spur and a catalyst” that 
had pushed foe board to act 

Mr Hardie said the Smith board, bad 
been unanimous in its rejection of Mr 
Whterstoae’s proposals, saying they were 
not in foe best interest of shareholders. Mr 
'Vfeterstone said he was “genuinely , sad- 
dened” by his second rejection in a fort- 
night and that he had no plans to put his 
proposal to shareholders. However, he 
added that if shareholders thought after 
time that they supported his “vision” for 
WH Smith he would be willing to discuss 
his proposal again with foe board. 

WH Smith share’s rose 3.5p to 405 .5p 
on the news, though the proposal met with 
a mixed reception from analysts. Nick Bubb 


ofSodete Generate Strauss Tbmbull said: 
“It looks likes Tim Waterstone is dead in 
the water. It was always obvious that 
Smith’s would steal bis best ideas and pul 
them into practice themselves.” However, 
another analyst described Smith's plans as 
“woolly” and “unfocused.” 

The key parts of the strategy are to de- 
merge the TVfcter&one's business into a sep- 
arate quoted company. This should be 
completed by nest Spring with analysts 
putting a value of around £300m on foe 
business. 

The music operation inducting the Vir- 
gm-Our Price business and the Wall divi- 
sion in the US win be sold. Analysts said 
Virgin-Our Price could be worth around 
£15Qm with Virgin having options to buy ft. 

Smiths will then concentrate on three 
business, its core WH Smith chain which 
accounts for 30 per cent of sales and op- 
erating profits and which it hopes to revi- 
talise; foe cash-generative news distribution 
business, and the international and UK 
travel interests. 



Looking to the future; WH Smith’s finance director Beverley Hodson (left) and group chief John Lawrence 

Handover at the branch in Holbom, London, yesterday 
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£5m pay-off at BZW boosts f 
support for strike at Barclays 


dramatically since news of a nmourea^m ^ 

departing chief executive of BZW, union leaders darned yesterday. 
Thousands of staff at the bank arc due to stage foe stoppage in 

szsgsss££S£s££Sx 

that the walkout - to be foUowed by another day-long stoppage 
on Monday - would close branches all over foe country. 

Officers of both foe Banking Insurance and Finance Union 
and Barclays staff union UNiFJ, which together claim a mem- 
bership of 40,000; believe that some employees may choose to 
go sick instead of being seen to join the strike. This was a tactic 
employed by hundreds of cabin crew in a recent strike at British 
Airways. Management last night declared its confidence that most 
of itsZOOO branches would remain open, although the bank con- 
ceded that there would be an impact in some areas. 

- Some Cement •- 


BTR pays $585m for US firm 


BTR. has made its first big acquisition since announcing its intention 
to concentrate on engineering and embark on the wholesale dis- 
posal of foe rest of its businesses. U is paying $585m (£36 lm) 
for Bride Electronics, a US supplier of uninterruptible power 
supply systems. Ian Strachan, chief executive of BTR said; "This 
acquisition of Exide Electronics represents a major step forward 
in our strategy to focus on higher-growth engineering businesses 
where we enjoy leadership positions. The deal should enhance 
earnings nexryear.” However, foe shares shed another 2p to 234_5p. 


Ofgas warns of MMC inquiry 


Household gas suppliers were threatened with a Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission investigation yesterday by the industry 
regulator, Clare Spotriswoode. if they failed to sign up to a tough - 
new code to curb dubious doorstep sales tactics. The plans by 
Ofgas. the gas watchdog, would for foe first time put a legal oblig- 
ation on gas suppliers in the emerging competitive market to train 
staff properly and keep records of sales approaches to customers. 
Tbe changes to companies’ operating licences need support from 
90 per cent of foe industry, though British Gas last night signalled 
its support. Ms Spotriswoode said if 90 per cent of suppliers did 
not sign up, she would call in the MMC. “If it doesn’t work we 
will undoubtedly take this to foe MMC.” The legal marketing 
curbs follow repeated concerns about doorstep sales practices 
in trial competition areas in the South of England. 


Medeva shares rebound 


Shares in Medeva recovered some of their recent losses yesterday * 
after foe drug company announced its drug for hepatitis works 
better than the competition. The shares, which have slumped from 
330p since April on fears that its leading product for hyperactivity 
might be hit by competition, rose 9 per cent to 245 ^p. On a trial 
of 90 patients, Hepagene achieved a 72 per cent success rate com- 
pared with 51 per cent for foe best existing drug Engerix-B. Analysts 
said sales could reach £150m. 


Rise in traffic at P&O 


Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation said passenger volumes 
on its femes rose by 12 per cent in foe third quarter to 4.15 rnflB nn, 
while freight traffiewas up 18 per cent at 408,620 vehicles. Tburist 
vehicle traffic rose to 554,068 in foe quarter from 452,183 a year 
earlier. P&O said ferry .traffic in the quarter was “strong across 
all routes” and added that in the year to date, passenger traffic 
was up by 9 per cent, tourist vehicle by 13 per cent and freight 
traffic was up by 20 per cent. 


McGraw-Hill to buy Micropal 4 


The McGraw-Hill Companies, foe financial services and publishing 
group, is to buy Micropal, the leading provider of mutual funds 
data. Mkropal will be merged into Standard & Poor, the -financial 
services arm of McGraw-Hill known for its credit rating services. 
The terms of foe deal were not disclosed. Standard & Poor will 


— omuumu cl ruui wuj 

combine Micropal s software and database expertise with its own 
analytical skills and distribution networks to provide “a onestop 


shop global solution,” according to Mark Adorian, Micropai’s 
managing director. No job losses are imminent at Micropal. 


Chilean spirits tax in dispute 


The EU Commission said it would ask the World ’Bade Organ- 
isation to rule whether Chilean tax on spirits violates world trade 
rules. Imported whisky faces 70 per cent tax, vodka and other 
spirits 30 per cent, while the local Pisco spirit is only liable 10 25 
per cent tax, the Commission said. The EU recently wonasim- 
flar dispute on discriminatory spirits tax rates in Japan and has 
also filed a complaint against Korea. 
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Pro sales grow world-wide ^ 


Prudential Corporation said sales from Us businesses around the 
world continued to grow in the first nine months of 1997 with 
sales of angle premium life, pension and investment products 
nsing 14 per cent to £5.7bn and sales of regular premiums i* 
creasing 8 per cent to £406m. Excluding fo e of a 

pound, single premium sales rose IS per cent and regular pre- 
miums 1 1 per cent. 6 *'• 
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Nothing to fear from the competition bill 



OUTLOOK 

ON CBl FEARS OF 


ANTI-CARTEL LAWS, 
THE AMERICAN 
DREAM. AND SAM 
CHISHOLM'S PAY 
PACKAGE 


Adair Turner, director-general of the Con- 
federation of British Industry, has a re- 
curring nightman:. He is woken at five in 
the morning by the sound of a sledge - 
hammer ootning through tbe frontdoor. He 
goes downstairs in his pyjamas to discover 
a team of official-looking types rifling 
through his papers. When he protests, he 
is warned that failure to answer their ques- 
tions may result in cri minal prosecution. 
They prepare to leave, clutching several box- 
es marked Monthly Industrial Trends Sur- 
vey. As they walk out, taking care to put 
the door back on its hinges, their leader, a 
surty fellow called Bridge-man. turns and says 
the CBI has been abusing its dominant po- 
sition in tbe supply of fatuous economic re- 
ports for far too long. Later that day it is 
fined 10 per cent of its turnover. 

The CBl docs not much care for the 
Govermenfs new Competition BiUL which 
was published yesterday and gets its sec- 
ond reading in the House at (he end of 
the month. It thinks the powers it contains 
arc draconian, parts of the legislation 
unenforceable and the costs of compliance 
totally unreasonable. 

Tills is quite a turnaround. It was only 
a few months ago that the organisation wel- 
comed with open arms the Government's 
determination to sweep away the anachro- 
nislic and ineffectual mechanism of the Re- 
strictive Trade Practices Act and put UK 
competition law on a modem footing based 
on Articles 85 and S6 of the Treaty of Rome. 

As the fine print of the Bill has emer- 
ged, however, the business community has 
become more and more frantic. A horri- 


ble vista is conjured up of companies be- 
ing subjected to the double jeopardy of 
regulation by London as well as Brussels, 
of consumer organisations pursuing busi- 
nesses relentlessly through the courts, and 
of over-zealous antitrust officials plunder- 
ing their way across tbe industrial landscape 
in a never-ending orgy of dawn raids. 

Reform competition law by all means, 
but do we have to be so heavy handed? 
You bet. By coincidence, on the very day 
the Bifl was published, the Restrictive Prac- 
tices Court finally got around to making 
orders against 13 companies operating a 
price-fixing cartel in ready mixed concrete 
- nine years after the case commencedL 

In its tirade against the Bill, the CBI 
has largely missed the point that the leg- 
islation is actually about deterrence, not 
punishmenL The fbrro-fiUing nature of the 
existing legislation has made it simple for 
any executive with half a brain and a smart 
lawyer to draft a way around its provisions 
and the OFTs lack of teeth has meant that 
cartels only got their comeuppance when 
the boys from Brussels came calling. 

The new legislation has swiftness of ac- 
tion and stiffness of penalty on its side - 
which should be enough to deter all but 
the most dedicated cartels. Moreover, busi- 
nesses themselves will be the beneficiaries 
as much as consumers, since cartels do not 
discriminate between categories of victim. 

The Bill, as it was first drafted, may not 
have been perfect in all respects and there 
will be further amendments as it passes 
through its parliamentary stages. But the 
CBI’s argument that the Bill should be 


made more, not less, prescriptive in the 
contentious area of abuse of dominant po- 
sition, for example, sits oddly with its gen- 
eral philosophy on regulation. 

The DTI may yet find that its latest es- 
timates of compliance costs arc stiU too 
low, but the benefits which should flow 
from more effectively regulated markets 
should far outweigh these concerns. Well 
run businesses should have nothing to fear 
from the legislation. The CBI ought to be 
applauding, not sniping from tbe hills. 

How to export 
the American way 

The London me d ia scene will soon be wel- 
coming a new addition to its ranks - 
Robert Forbes, one of the four Forbes 
brothers who own and run the Forbes mag- 
azine publishing empire. He’s here to 
spearhead the launch of a new interna- 
tional edition or Forbes , one of the US's 
top business publications. Normally such 
a move wouldn't warrant much more than 
a footnote in the national press, but be- 
cause of what Forbes stands for. it perhaps 
has a wider significance. 

Over the years, Forbes has prospered on 
an unrelenting diet of optimism and pro- 
business, pro-frcc market idealism. Edito- 
rially it doesn't pull its punches, but it also 
represents the American dream and the 
American model as perhaps no other busi- 
ness publication quite docs - the belief that 
individuals should be allowed to prosper 


from their own enterprise, deregulation and 
generally rolling back the frontiers of the 
state. Above all it is a publication about en- 
trepreneurs and businessmen for entre- 
preneurs and businessmen. 

For Forbes to go international, then, is 
somehow symbolic of the triumph of the 
American model. Everyone now believes 
in free enterprise, free capital markets, flex- 
ible labour practices, sound public finances 
and an independently determined mone- 
tary policy. Furthermore, from Paris to Tim- 
bucktu, we all look jealously across at the 
success of the American enterprise econ- 
omy, particularly at the cutting edgss of tech- 
nology. Where are the European versions 
of Bill Gates, Steve Jobs and Andy Grove? 
Where on the Continent doesprivate sec- 
tor job creation compare with the US? 

Britain took to the chase a bit before 
the others but there is little doubt that the 
businessman's view of the world, which the 

US economy so much epitomises, is emerg- 
ing triumphant from the chaos of the post 
war years just about everywhere. America's 
most successful export these days is not the 
automobile or tbe PC, but its own free mar- 
ket economic model In its own small way, 
Forbes is aiming to ride the wave. 

Sam Chisholm is 
unique indeed 

Such are the joys of monopoly. With news 
of the £6.8m Sam Chisholm drew last year 
in salary, bonuses and phantom share op- 


tions, the American -style executive remu- 
neration package seems to have arrived in 
Britain with a vengeance. Quite a lot of peo- 
ple earn this sort of money in the City, and 
the number of entrepreneurs taking that 
size of wonga out of their companies each 
year probably runs to the thousands these 
days. But for a humble chief executive run- 
ning somebody eise's company, this is some- 
thing of a record. For someone running a 
business which is to all intents and purposes 
a monopoly, albeit a newly created one, it 
is completely unheard of. 

So why is it that no one is goiDg to be- 
grudge too much Mr Chisholm his bar- 
row load of dosh? In part it is because 
BSkyB is so much his own entrepreneurial 
creation. It may have been Rupert Mur- 
doch who provided the original idea, the 
risk capital, the vision to gel the enterprise 
off the ground and then drive through the 
all important merger with British Satel- 
lite Broadcasting, but it was Mr Chisholm 
who made it happen and turned tbe com- 
pany into the success it is today. 

Furthermore, to the extent that BSkyB 
has a virtual monopoly of subscription tele- 
vision in Britain, this is only so because 
it got there first and then, as all clever or- 
ganisations do, defended its position vig- 
orously with regulators and in the markcL 
This was a franchise won, not delivered 
on a plate. In other words, Mr Chisholm 
is a special case. Some remuneration com- 
mittees will no doubt try Lo use Mr 
Chisholm’s earnings as a new benchmark 
for executive pay. They should expect the 
wrath of their shareholders if they do. 


Albert Fisher chairman to step down from executive job 


Stephen Walls is 
stepping down from his 
executive duties at 
Albert Fisher, the under- 
performing food group. 
And, with the company 
poised to sell its seafood 
operation and return 
cash to shareholders, he 
could soon leave the 
company altogether. 

Nlgd Cope reports. 


Mr Walls, who has been chair- 
man of Albert Fisher since 
1992. said yesterday he would 
reduce his role to a non-ex- 
ecutive position once the dis- 
posal of its seafood operation 
and capital re-structuring were 
complete. 

It has been expected that 
his role would change since 
Neil England joined as chief 
executive last November. But 
though Albert Fisher said it ex- 
pected Mr Walls to stay on for 
some time, it is understood 
that there are moves within the 


company to seek a replace- 
ment as non-executive chair- 
man. 

Mr Walls earned £400,000 
in the year ended 1996 but said 
yesterday that his pay would be 
“drastically reduced" as he 
expected to spend only four or 
five days a month with the 
company. 

The company dismissed 
suggestions that it was looking 
for another chairman as “com- 
pletely unfounded." . 

It also denied that there 
had been any deterioration of 


relations between Mr Eng- 
land and Mr Wails. “You can 
tell if people don't get on. 
They get on fine." 

It is understood that Albert 
Fisher received around 40 ex- 
pressions of interest in its 
seafood operation which it 
pul up for sale in August after 
the rebuttal of a bid approach 
from Chiquita Brands of 
America. 

It has now reduced the 
□umber of interested parties 
to a shortlist and a deal is 
expected to be announced in 


December. Analysts say the 
business is worth around 
£100m. 

The capital re-construc- 
tion is expected lo follow 
shortly with analysts saying the 
company could seek authori- 
ty to buy back up to 20 per cent 
of its shares. 

This could be worth around 
£60m. Mr Wills said the 
Chiquita bid - approach and 
adviser fees had cost £1.9m. 

He was speaking as Albert 
Fisher reported flat pre-tax 
profits before exceptional 


items of £40m for (he past 
year. 

Mr Walls said the strength 
of sterling had cost the group 
£3m in lost profits. Net mar- 
gins improved from 2.9 per 
cent in 1996 to 3.7 per cent. 
Tbe dividend was unchanged 
at 3.75p. 

Neil England said that 
Albert Fisber had been stock- 
piling prawns to offset (he 
possible impact of a new EU 
ruling on imports. 

He said the EU had 
banned imports of prawns 


from India and Bangladesh for 
reasons of hygiene which had 
caused prices to rise else- 
where. He said he was hoping 
for a lifting of the ban but 
warned that a continuation of 
the dispute could affect the 
group's seafood operations if 
supplies were not built up. 

Mr England also warned 
that food distributors should 
start increasing their prices 
for premium fresh produce to 
offset the possible negative ef- . 
fee ts of El Nino, the unusual Stephen 
weather system over tbe Pacific. 



T&N backs 
£1 .Sbn bid 
from Federal 
Mogul 


T&N. the UK car parts maker, 
yesterday backed a takeover bid 
from Federal Mogul after the 
US rival upped its cash offer 
from £l.25bn to £1.5bn. 

However, several of T&N s 
big institutional shareholders 
have yet to accept the revised 
offer which is equivalent to 
260p for each T&N share. One 
large institutional shareholder 
said yesterday: "We don't feel 
T* this reflects the true value with- 
in T&N and we are reserving 
judgement on accepting the 
offer." 

.Another said: "There is a 
long way to go before the deal 
finally goes through. We are 
comfortable with the situation 
but of course we would be 
happier with a higher offer.” 

Sir Colin Hope, T&N's 
chairman said yesterday that he 
had held talks with many of the 
other car parts groups includ- 
ing US group Dana Corpora- 
tion but no other offer had been 
forthcoming. However analysts 
believe T&N is likely to con- 
tinue lo hold talks with other 

* 



Takeover talks: T&N chairman Sir Colin Hope (left) with Dick Snell, chairman and 
chief executive of Federal Mogul, yesterday Photograph: Jason Bye 


rivals in on attempt to flush out 
a higher bid. 

The Federal Mogul bid will 
also face an investigation from 
the US and European compe- 
tition authorities due to the 
combined group's dominance in 
engine bearings. Dick SnelL 
chairman of Federal Mogul 
conceded the group would have 
to sell some of its US engine in- 
terests but said Federal Mogul 
had no intention of disposing 
of anv other businesses. 


Sir Colin will stay with the 
group in a new- role as in- 
ternational adviser. In addition 
he is likely to receive a payoff 
of around £320.000. equivalent 
to his salary last year. Sir Col- 
in and T&N* s directors stand to 
make a profit of nearly £3m on 
share options. 

Federal Mogul plans In fund 
the deal, which will more than 
double its size, by issuing 
around $S« xhn of new equity ac- 
cording to analvsls. 


Federal Mogul is likely lo 
make substantial redundancies 
in the US and Europe but 
hopes to retain a large propor- 
tion of T&N's senior manage- 
ment. It expects to reap S KJOrn 
of cos! savings from the deaL 
The deal marks the latest 
stage in the consolidation of the 
worldwide car parts industry in 
response to manufacturer's de- 
mands to cut costs by using low- 
er suppliers. 

- Andrew Yates 


Offer price regime to cut 9% off bills 


Household electricity 
bills are set to fall by 9 
per cent over the next 
two years in a new price 
regime unveiled 
yesterday by the 
industry regulator. 
Professor Stephen 
Lfttiechild. 

Chris Godsmork t business 
correspondent, reports a 
package which has 
already stirred up 
controversy. 


Tbe electricity watchdog. Offer, 
the final price formula for 
the 12 regional electricity com- 
panies (RECs) and two Scottish 
power groups would knock £24 
off an average domestic bill of 


£270. between 1998 and 2t»00. 
The reductions, which vary be- 
tween the different companies, 
would come in two stages, with 
a 6 per cent drop from next 
April followed by a further 3 per 
cent the following year. 

Professor Utilcchiid also 
stuck by a plan to place an over- 
all cap on customer bills lor the 
first time. The current price 
regime allows the RECs to 
pass flue iuaiions in their gen- 
erating bills v..i “• * consumers. 

The price <a>nlroK envisage 
an 8 per cent fall in the cost of 
wholesale power bought by the 
RECs. of which 4_5 per cent 
would come v-.hen high-priced 
long-term eoal contracts expire 

next April. 

The regulator uIni confirmed 
that he would alien, i tu RECs 
to pass £500m through in hills, 
a figure included in the overall 


price control, to cover the cost 
of introducing domestic com- 
petition next year. Professor 
Liltlechiid has already watered 
down his original price propos- 
als after admitting they would 
have slashed profit margins *> 
far that few outside companies 
would want to take part m the 
competitive market A previous 
formula suggested a ("percent 
cut in newer bills in just one year, 
equivalent to a drop of £32. 

The RECs. some of which 
had threatened to take the issue 
to the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission, were studying the 
final package last night. Some 
had complained the previous 
plans would would plunge their 
supply businesses, the adminis- 
trative and hfflin" arms which ac- 
count tor around 7 per cenl of 
customer hills, into httfny losac*. 

The regulator admitted that 


some suppliers would make 
losses if they failed in cut their 
costs, hut said he did not believe 
they had a case for the MMC‘. 
“My main aim wasn't to avert an 
MMC reference.... Some 
I RECs) were very insistent that 
this price would he loo low. 1 
don't share those views.” he said. 

Shares in the two privatised 
generators rose sharply as Offer 
confirmed that it had hacked 
away from more direct curbs on 
their wholesale power prices 
charged to the RECs. National 
Power shares ended 14.5p 
higher at 565 -5p. while Power- 
Gen jumped by 7p to “JW. 5p. 

Separately yesterday, the 
Electricity Pool, the wholesale 
power market, agreed to press 
ahead with a review of its struc- 
ture. uhicit consumer groups 
claimed was 3 pre-emptive 
move l« » av v rt an MMC inquiry . 
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Takeover bids, real and rumoured, boost second liners 


market report 



DEREK PAIN 


STOCK. 

market 

reporter 

OF THE YEAR 


The stock market is mesmer- 
ised by the tantalising prospect 
of a frenzied takeover spree. 

After merger Monday, 
when deals estimated at £67bn 
were on offer, the market has 
cast around, seeking Likely 
victims. 

With many companies cash 
rich and their management 
prepared to chance their arm 
there is talk the City’s cor- 
porate community is in danger 
of being overwhelmed by the 
activity. 

Takeover bids, real and 
rumoured, have in recent 
weeks provided a spur for 
non-Fdotsie shares wi th th e 
FTSE 250 index and the FTSE 
SmallCap index hitting new 
peaks. 

There is also a distinct im- 
pression many second and 
third liners offer better invest- 
ment value than their peers. 

Yet, although the two 


indices have climbed to new 
highs, they still lag a long way 
behind Footsie. 

Since the start of the year 
Footsie, including dividends, 
has risen a remarkable 31 per - 
cent; the 250 index has man- 
aged a 13 per cent gain and the 
SmallCap 123 per cent 

Much of yesterday’s 
takeover speculation was 
among supporting shares. 
BICC, in late hectic trading, 
surged 213p to 208p, highest 
for six months, on excited talk 
of a bid today. The Italian 
Pirelli group is the name in the 
frame. 

English China Clays, up 
14p to 2903p, was another 
tipped for action with Rio- 
Tinto rumoured as the pre- 
dator. 

T&N rose 25p to 256p as 
US group Federal Mogul 
lifted its offer to 260p; not high 
enough, some argue, to scare 


off a counter bidder. WH 
Smith, planning a break-up, 
edged ahead 33p to 405-5p. 

Little engineer Wldney 
jumped 9.5p to 45.5p after a 
sharp advance forced the ad- 
mission it was in bid talks. 

Among Footsie con- 
stituents EMI had an early 
spin, up 15p, on renewed spec- 
ulation of a Seagram bid, but 
by the dose the gain had been 

cut to 3p at 6133p. 

BT, on the bid mania en- 
gulfing the American tele- 
phone industry, led Footsie 
with a 24L5p gain to 471 -5p. 
Ladbroke managed a lOp can- 
ter to 307 .5 p and Vodafone 
10-5p to 3573p. 

BAT Industries softened 
43p to 5963p after agreeing 
terms with Zurich Insurance. 

Norwich Union, wh ere 
whispers of a Lloyds TSB bid 
are often heard, enjoyed an- 
other busy session, dimbing 6p 


Royal & Sim Alliance fell 7p 
to 624.5 p on profit worries. 

potva:, up 143p to 
565ip, and POwerGen, 7p to 
7593p. enjoyed Soci6t6 
GSu^rale Strauss Turnbull 
backing. SBC Warburg put 
an 800p target price cm PG. 

Coach builder Henlys 
motored 25p to 3%p- Talk of 
major contracts is in the air. 


Stagecoach, which saw anaiyas 

on Wednesday, and Cowie 
are thought to be near placing 
orders. The company is also 
believed to be dose to clinch- 
ing a Rur Eastern acquisition. 

Capita, a management 
group, rose 24p to 3133p on 


Share spotlight 

than price, pence 

250 



m j j a s _o_ 


software provider hit by a 
profit warning last month, 

rose 20p to 245p after winning 

an RAF contract worth £6m. 

Jarvis, the construction 
and rail maintenance group, 
advanced 31p to 3183p; it is 


UGcU — 

Government for the takeover 
of the Pastime maintenance 
company. 

Medeva introduced a little 
comfort into the drugs sector, 
gaining 20.5p to 245-5p after 
offering optimistic projections 
for its hepatitis drug. 

Newsquest the newspaper 
group, made a disappointing 


d&ut, reaching 2525p fro m a 
250p placing. 

Property developer TO* 
gins touched a 115P 
tCT confirming it intends to 
resume dividend paym«iK* 
Coffee Repabtic frothe 1 ! 

6p higher to 26p. Its pstde^ 

since coming to nttfeet. .via 

reverse takeover of the Anon 
preperiybusmeffijisalmhwuh 

French Connection to run a 
coffee bar at the fashion 
chain’s Covent Garden store. 

Metals russia, which ar- 
rived on Wednesday, rose a 
forther9pto793p.lt supplies 
steel from the former Soviet 

Union to Asia. 

Chemical Design fell 20p to 
90p; the shares have collapsed 
120p in two days on a prom 
warning. Titon, a ventflation 
group, fell 14p to 923pafter 
warning profits would be 

below expectations at around 

£lim. 


T AK1 N Gj^TOCK. 

jsssga. 

aSssr 

Usinor Sactior group ^ 12 
per cent. 

the acquisitive ow^ 
t„ reflect d»eiBt^>|- of 

Mvent years and lifted its 
profits forecast to£9.6m for 
the year just ended and 
SSfor the comnt year. 

Bariows, the property^? 

which paid £43 An fw Rob- 

inson earlier this JWheW 

at 55p. Stockbroker Suther- 
lands is looking for 12-month 
profits of £1- 75m agamst 

£Um. 
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Win a luxurious weekend break for 2 


Copthome Hotels has teamed 
up with The Independent to 
offer one lucky couple a special 
weekend away - two nights at a 
Copthome Hotel of your 
choice (there are currently 12 
in the UK to choose from). 

You will soy in the luxurious 
comfort of a Connoisseur 
room, and enjoy fell English 
breakfast, a complimentary meal 
for two (Including a botde of 
wine) plus a free botde of 
champagne to celebrate. 

All Copthome Hotels are of 
four star standard, each with its 
own individual charm and highly 
regarded for quality and 
comfort. 
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COTTHORNE 

To enter, simply dial die 
number below, and leave your 
answer to the following 
question, 

Q: How many Copthome 
Hotels are there in the UK 
alone? 

0930 563 585 

Up to 50 * off at Copthome 
Hotels. Quote “in dependant 
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BAT Industries 

yesterday unveiled a. 
£500m windfall for its 
shareholders front the 
planned merger of its 
financial services amt 
with Zurich Insurance of 
^ Switzerland, but warned 
r investors they face a 
dividend cut next year. 
Lea ftuerson reports on 
Uie break-up of another 
British conglomerate. 

BAT Industries, the tobacco 
and financial services group 
which yesterday announced the 
appointment of former chan- 
cellor Kenneth Clarke as non- 
executive deputy chair man wai 
receive a £500ra net cash pay- 
ment from Zurich Insurance, 
the Swiss company which is 
merging with its financial 
services arm, BAFS. 

BAFS owns UK insurers 
Eagle Star and Allied Dunbar, 
which yesterday lost its chief 
executive Steve Melcher in an 
p “unrelated" departure. Allied 
also announced a fiirther£7&n 
provision in its third-quarter re- 
sults to cover its liabilities in the 
pensions mis-seliing scandal. 

Following the merger with 
Zurich, BAPs tobacco arm will 


float separately as British Amer- 
ican Tobacco, beaded by current 
chief executive Martin Brough- 
ton, taking the UK quoted 
tobacco sector to three. An im- 
minent deal between BAT and 
cither GaOaher or Imperial is ex- 
pected by some analysis. 

Zurich will also take on 
£800m, or around 20 per cent, 
of BAT’S debt, the companies 
said in a joint statement yester- 
day. The new insurance giant, 
which will boast 1342m of funds 
under management, is to be 
called Zurich Financial Ser- 
vices Group (ZF Group) and 
wiD be managed by Rolf HQppi, 
tiie head of Zurich Insurance. 

BAT shares will be replaced 
by shares in both British Amer- 
ican Tobacco, and Allied Zurich 
pic, which will hold 45 per cent 
of the ZF Group. Zurich In- 
surance shareholders will own 
shares in Zurich Allied AG, 
which will hold the remaining 
55 per cent of the ZF Group. 

“This is very good for BAT 
and an excellent deal for Zurich 
shareholders," said Trevor 
Moss, BAT analyst at Flemings, 
yesterday. BAT’S share price 
rose immediately after the an- 
nouncement, peaking at 61 9p. 
It closed at 596 -5p, 4.5p down 
on the day as investors fo- 
cused on comments from Lord 
Cairns, seen as preparing shar e- 


PSBR on target but 
strong pound savages 
industry confidence 


^Government borrowing 
this year is likely to 
meet Gordon Brownes 
ambitious target, the 
latest figures su gge st. 
Meanwhile, businesses 
pleaded .for relief from 
the Bank of England in 
the form of no more 
increases in Interest 
rates, reports Diane Coyle, 
Economics Editor. 


Days after the Chancellor 
^ found an extra £300m for the 
crisis-lorn NHS, new figures yes- 
terday showed that the public 
sector borrowing requirement 
(PSBR) jumped to £3.1bn last 
month, far more than expected. 

But City experts shrugged 
off the September increase as 
the result of special factors. 
Most highlighted instead the 
surprisingly low growth in 
public sector spending. 

“Despite slightly disap- 
pointing September figures, the 
underlying trend in the PSBR 
continues to show a fairly spec- 
tacular improvement from a 

^ year ago as spending feUs short," 

said Adam Cole, an economist 
at City firm James CapeL 
Separately, the quarterly 
survey of business from the 
British Chambers of Com- 
merce (BCC) highlighted the 
■ gap between the fortunes of in- 
dustry and services. The strong 
pn^pwt has "savaged" manu- 
facturing export activity, the 
BCC said, taking confidence to 
a five-year low. Both export or- 
ders and overseas sales had de- 
teriorated in the latest quarter. 

“We don't want to sec fur- 
ther increases in interest rates 
w hich would fuel further rises 
jp *e»ting. That’s the critical 

% -i ■ 


point," said Ian Peters, deputy 
director-general of the BCC. 

On the other hand, services 
reported the highest levels of 
optimism since the late 1980s 
and record levels of investment 
and employment. Their one 
problem was the worst recruit- 
ment difficulties this decade. 

David Richardson, the BCC 
president, indicated that the 
Government should have 
raised taxes on consumers to 
reduce the need for higher in- 
terest rates to slow down the 
economy. Yet yesterday’s 
PSBR figures showed that even 
without extra taxes government 
borrowing is shrinking fast. 

The Government has bor- 
rowed £S.6bn since 1 April, the 
start of the financial year, com- 
pared with £15.7bn at the same 
stage last financial year. Exclud- 
ing privatisation receipts the cu- 
mulative total has shrunk from 
£19.4bn to£10.4bn. Analysts all 
said Mr Brown would at worst 
meet this year’s £10.9bn target, 
and could do even better. 

Central government expen- 
diture fell sharply last month. 
Departmental spending picked 
up modestly during the month, 
taking it to a level just over 1 
per cent higher than a year ear- 
lier. Not only is this well with- 
in the Treasury’s forecast for 
annual spending growth of 1.7 
per cent, but expenditure dur- 
ing the first six months of the 
year also remains 1 percent be- 
low the previous year’s leveL 

The comparison has been 
helped by some preelection ac- 
counting which classed the sale 
of Ministiy of Defence housing 
and the student loan book as 
negative spending. However, 
rapidly felling unemployment 
and very restricted growth m 
public sector pay has helped 
keep the lid on spending. 


holders for a dividend cul 

BATs 1996 dividend of 26p 
would have been around 20 per 
cent lower under the proposed 
payout polities of ZF Group 
and British American Tbbacco, 
the companies said. 

The board of the ZF Group 
will be drawn from the boards 
of Allied Zurich pic and Zurich 
Allied AG. Mr Huppiwifl chair 
both the board of fee ZF Group 
and the board of Zurich Allied 
AG. Lord Cairns, currently 
BATs chairman, will act as vice- 
chairman on ZF Group’s board, 
vice-chairman of the board of 
Zurich Allied AG and chair man 
of the board of Allied Zurich pte. 
MrHuppiwiUbevk»-<±airman 
of Allied Zurich pic. 

The newly formed British 
American Tbbacco has a bri ght 
future, according to analysts. 
“There will be increased trans- 
parency for investors”, said Mr 
Moss, who reckons this should 
buoy up the tobacco's company 
value. BAT is also well posi- 
tioned in high growth markets 
such as Africa, the Middle East 
and Latin America. 

On the financial services 
side. Zurich will be able to 
piggyback on the distribution 
network of Farmers, BATs US 
insurer. Other areas of overlap 
include general insurance and 
reinsurance- 


Bank may 
seek fraud 
statements 


The Bank of England is consid- 
ering forcing senior directors of 
banks to sign an annual state- 
ment confirming that adequate 
systems and controls are in 
place to prevent securities fraud 
within their organisations. The 
proposal is the latest in a series 
of suggestions from regulators 
designed to prevent the sort of 
tystematic fraud fiat caused die 
collapse of Barings in 1995. 

The idea, which was floated 
in an essay in the Bank’s latest 
•Financial Stability Review’, 
would see the chief executive 
and chief financial officer of 
banks promising that Banking 
Act requirements and policy 
guidelines had been complied 
with. The proposal would 
closely mirror a system in New 
Zealand where false or mis- 
leading disclosure statements 
incur potentially severe civil and 
criminal penalties. 

The idea of the disclosure 
statement comes after a similar 
controversial proposal by the 
Securities and Futures Autbo- 
rity. It suggested a new rule im- 
posing a direct duty on senior 
executive officers to take all rea- 
sonable steps to ensure their 
firm's employees act in a way 
which avoids seriously damag- 
ing its reputation. 

That proposal caused a 
storm of protest because it ap- 
peared to imply a reversal of the 
burden of proof. The SEA sub- 
sequently modified the sug- 
gestion so that the onus of 
proving misconduct remained 
with the regulator, as at present. 

The Securities and Invest- 
ments Board also put out a 
consultative paper in July on the 
responsibilities of senior man- 
agers. SOB suggested that every 
firm should have to prepare a 
statement setting out its man- 
agement structure and definite; 
where responsibilities rested. 

- Tom Stevenson 


Loss your businsss 
n an instant-or 

ve it over lunch. 



In the smoke: Kenneth Clarke, who is joining BAT as non-executive deputy chairman 


The Government has 
rejected most of the 
criticisms levelled at its 
Competition Bill by the 
Confederation of British 
Industry by pressing 
ahead with sweeping 
new powers to clamp 
down on cartels. 

Michael Harrison reports. 


The BiU, published yesterday 
and due to receive its second 
reading in Parliament on 30 
October, will give the Office of 
Bair Trading powers to fine 
companies 10 per cent of their 
turnover, forcibly enter pre- 
mises unann ounced and re- 
move documents from firms 
suspected of operating cartels. 

In addition, the legislation 
will introduce a blanket ban on 
abuse of dominant market 
positions by large companies 
and give consumers new rights 
to pursue and obtain damages 
againgi companies engaging in 
anti-competitive behaviour. 

The CBI had condemned 
the legislation as “extreme” 
and draconian, warning it gave 
the OFT powers only paralleled 

by those that Customs officers 
can use to bust drug gangs- 

The employers organisation 
had urged the Government to 


limit fines to a maximum of 
£lm. make the test of abuse of 
dominant position modi more 
specific and redraft the legis- 
lation so that consumer bodies 
could not appeal against deci- 
sions reached by the OFT 

But the Bill, in its final 
published form, contains few of 
the modifications called for by 
the CBI. The powers of the 
OFT have been slightly 
modified to prevent it launch- 
ing surprise daws raids and 
removing original documents 
without a warrant issued by a 
magistrate. 

The Bill also goes some 
way to avoiding the "double 
jeopardy" of firms having to 
seek approval for some business 
agreements from competition 
authorities in both Brussels 
and London. 

However, the BiU contains 
none of the fundamental 
changes sought by the business 
community. Officials said that 
the director-general of Flair 
Trading, John Bridgeman, 
would have to issue detailed 
guidelines on how the system 
of fines would operate and 
how it would assess abuse of a 
dominant position. 

But the DTI refused to 
water down the OKI ’s powers 
ar guing that the legislation was 
designed to act as a deterrent 
Outlook, page 25 


The New Tudor Chronograph, 

around £1,000. 





Available in a choice of black or steel bezel, with either a black, white, red, green, 
silver or blue dial with either a leather strap or steel bracelet. Waterproof to fifty 
metres, scratchproof glass, with a Swiss made, self-winding mechanical movement 
A comprehensive range of Tudor models and further information is available from: 




Ring 0990 474747 
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WH Smith: At a glance 

Martet value: El .15bn, share price 405.5p (+35p) 

Five-year record ^ 

Turnover (Ebn) 

Pr*4ait profits (bo j 
Earnings per share (p) 

WvWeiKls per store (p) ; - Hi 'f- 
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WH Smith board 

under pressure 

Shareholders in WH Smith must 
wonder what has hit them in the last 
coupie of weeks. After years of inaction 
coupled with a pathetic untie rperfor- 
mance. iheir company has suddenly 
been causht up in a whirlwind of activity. 
Tim Wineislone deserves some credit 
fur acting as catalyst for Smith's de- 
merger plans even if Jeremy Hardie, 
Smith s chairman, insists a break-up was 
being, considered ail along. 

There is no doubt that Mr Water- 
stone's plans, which included a high level 
of debt and the sale of the Virgin-Our 
Price and US businesses, had funda- 
mental weaknesses. But the Smith plan 
has risks too. On the plus side it will 
mean a relatively unleveraged vehicle 
and the possibility of the proceeds of 
disposals such as Virgin Our Price and 
The Wall music operation in America 
being relumed to shareholders. 

But the real risk is in the demerger 
of Waterstones. For a start there is the 
risk of margin erosion as the buying 
power will be reduced and costs may be 
higher. Second, an independent Watcr- 
stone's would surely be a sitting duck 
for takeover. And if it fell to a mass- 
market player like Barnes & Noble of 
the US. it could he “dumbed down" and 
taken into head-on competition with 
Smith. However, with Waterstone's 
potentially valued at £300m or lOOpper 
share, buying it would be a big leap for 
Barnes Noble which would presum- 
able have to pay a premium as well. 

As ever, much depends on whether 
Smith can revitalise its core chain. 
Here is does seem os if Smith's man- 
agement has stolen some of Vtfcter- 
stones ideas. The decision to focus more 
on toxifc*. stationery and magazines does 
make sense, as does keeping the music 
ami video operation which still has a 
sizeable market share 

Whoever had the ideas first matters 
little to shareholders who stand to 
benefit anyway. Having been given an 
almighty prod by Mr Watcrstone and 
its own shareholders. Richard Handover 
and co will be under pressure to deliver 
shareholder value. . 

If they fail, it will not be long before 
someone else has another tilt at it - 
possibly hostile next time. With analysts 
forecasting fall-year profits of £140m. 


Smith shares trade on a forward 
multiple of just 12. That seems cheap. 
After putting up with all the shenani- 
gans of (he last few years. Smith's share- 
holders should not sell now. 

Uncomfortable 
time for DFS 

Life is looking less than cushy for DFS, 
the fast-growing sofa retailer. The 
market certainly frowned on yesterday's 
fall-year figures. Despite overall sales 
growth of 3S per cent to £254m in the 
year to August, DFS reported just 2 per 
cent like- for- like sales growth. Only two 
years ago the company was turning in 
underlying sales growth of over 8 per 
cent. Operating margins in the year 
were also sharply down, falling from 
15.8 per cent to 14.6 per cent, below 
the 15 per cent average for the furni- 
ture industry. DFS's share price fell 
30J5p to 570p. 

The company's rapid expansion 
southwards in the face of rising adver- 
tising and land costs is putting pressure 
on margins. Last year DFS opened six 
stores, taking the total to 44. Another 
15 to 20 are planned over the next three 


years. Land costs are soaring, partic- 
ularly in London where the group is 
expanding fast. DFS also spent some 
£lm on prime -time television ad- 
vertising on LWT and Carlton in the 
year to persuade shoppers in the South 
that there is an alternative to Ikea for 
sofas. 

Meanwhile, demand is not what it 
should be. Sir Graham Kirkham, the 
chairman, said the company had seen 
few benefits of building society 
windfalls. The hot weather in August 
also apparently discouraged furniture 
shopping. A glance around the industry 
shows that DFS is not the only one 
struggling. Maples has gone into re- 
ceivership and Airsprung is having a 
rotten time. The merger of H&C and 
Kings buzy may also increase pressure 
on DFS and fltea remains a strong com- 
petitor in London. 

There is no doubt that DFS is a 
quality player. Manufacturing on 
demand has meant stock levels at the 
group are falling, despite a 15 per cent 
increase in space, an impressive 
achievement. 

However, the group's quality has 
long been reflected in the company’s 
steep price-earnings multiple and the 
shares have marked time since hitting 
a 651p high at the start of the year. 


House broker NatWest Securities has 
reduced profit estimates next year 
from £47.5 id to £45 zzl That puts DFS’s 
shares on a forward earnings ratio of 
20 times. High enough. 

Ultraframe 
set for listing 

At first glance Ultraframe, the biggest 
conservatory roof maker in the UK 
which is coming to the market next 
week, looks like a decent investment 
It has a solid financial track record and 
a strong position in a niche market 
Demand for its products should show 
a healthy rate of growth over the next 
few years thanks to the continuing rise 
in the bousing market, with new home- 
owners more tempted to splash out on 
an extension. 

It is also moving into the higher 
margin commercial market rather than 
relying solely on domestic purchases. 
New products used in anything from 
fancy new buildings to swimming pools 
are also doing well. 

But while its short-term future 
looks assured. Ultraframe’s profit 
growth could well begin to slow with- 
in a few years. It has already cornered 
around 35 percent of the UK conser- 
vatory market which limits its ability to 
expand over here. And demand for 
conservatories will fall if the fickle 
housing market takes a tumble. 

Ultraframe's fortunes will then 
hinge on its overseas expansion plans. 
It hopes to take a large chunk of the 
US and Far Eastern market but, as 
always, competition is fierce and 
success is far from guaranteed. 

John Lancaster, the group's 
founder, and his family have also sold 
a huge chunk of shares, which should 
send out some warning bells to 
investors. 

Ultraframe will be valued as 
£136 .4m, putting the shares on a histor- 
ical p/e of 15.8 for the year to Sept- 
ember, a small discount to the building 
materials sector. Ultraframe’s placing 
has certainly whipped up plenty of 
interest from institutions, w hich should 
ensure the shares get off to a decent 
start But Investors should be wary of 
holding the shares in the long-term until 
the group shows evidence it can crack 
overseas markets. 
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Forget the EMU bust-up between Tbny Blair and 
Gordon Brown. I can reveal that the real rift in 
New Labour lies between Nigel Griffiths MR 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Com- 
petition and Consumer Affairs, and Austin 
Mitchell, the maverick MF for Great Grimsby. 

On Wednesday nigh t Mr Griffiths delivered 
the first ever Bernard Phillips Memorial Lec- 
ture to the Insolvency Practitioners Associa- 
tionfEPA), the trade body for Britain’s receivers, 
gathered in the Great Hall of Grays Inn, cen- 
tral London. 

Mr Griffiths was just launching into his plans 
for strengthening the DTTs powers to disqual- 
ify rogue directors when he mentioned Mr 
Mitchell, a former TV journalist who has eamt 
a waspish reputation as a critic of the insolvency 
and accountancy professions since entering Par- 
liament. 

**1 know we all have a soft spot for Austin," 
said the puckish Minister. “It’s a bog in the north 
of Scotland.’' 

How the gathered receivers laughed. 
Amongst them was the president of the IPA and 
host of the evening, David Sapte, who was re- 
cently appointed receiver to Sunday Business , 
Tom Rubjrthon’s failed venture. Also there was 
Chris Swinson, deputy president of the Insti- 
tute of Chartered Accountants of England and 
Wales, and possibly the largest man in a suit I 
have ever seen; and Ian Bond, a senior insol- 
vency partner with Coopers & Lybrand who is 
a fortnight away from retirement 

Mr Bond says that be has somehow fallen into 
the role of marriage broker for professional 
bodies. He is currently trying to negotiate a 
merger between two insurance associations, egos 
permitting. Perhaps he should turn his attention 
closer to home. As Mr Sapte pointed out, the 
insolvency profession, which has only 1,900 
licensed members in the UK, has no less than 
nine self regulating bodies. 

If Manchester- based car parts maker Turner 
& Newell does succumb to Federal Mogul’s bid, 
then TAN’S chairman Sir Colin Hope better 
learn some new tricks. The Americans, led by 
Fed’s chairman and chief executive officer 


inspirational toueby-feriy 

by200Z" Uanslated into Eng- 
DnrtVJ j U n;_ xjairv Audacious 

lish. this means its Big Hawy 

is to mcrease fa size by 

year 2001 ft also aims wadnew “Positive EVA 

or “Economic Added . , . , 

’ it wffl be fascinating to see whether the lads 

on TAN’S shop floor in Manchester will ap~ 
predate Fed’s “Core Ifctaee We are driven to- 
ward mastery in all we do." 

There have io be some compensations for all 
those hundreds of Labour MF5 w ^ohavcniboea 
invited to join the Government. Staart 
for Middlesbrough, is filling m the oddday each 
month with accountancy giant Ernst Ajifoung, 
which has just hired him as a “special advise^. 

E&Y senior partner Nick Land is deughtea 
Mr Bell’s “knowledge and experience on a range 


or subjects aneenng uk cwuwuij aw 
will be a great asset to the firm and our 
diems," says Mr Land. But bow will Mr Bell 
get on with the firm’s other two Parliamentary 
advisers? Step forward Christopher Owpe, Con- 
servative MP for Christchurch, and former Tory 
Minister David MeUor. 

Mr Mellor, an E&Y spokesman tells me, 
“adds a dimensi on we don’t have ourselves." 1 

hope this doesn’t have anything to do with wear- 
ing Chelsea football shirts to bed.... 


A former Independent journalist has popped up 
as die managing director of Europe’s first on- 
line auction house. Tim Jackson, who also used ^ 
to pen the odd word for the Economist, is head- “ 
ing up the launch of Quixell, which offers “the . 
thrill of the auction house from the comfort of 


your PC” 

Tim explains: “(The company) will enable you 
to buy computers and software using your cred- 
it card over the Wbrkl Wide Wbb. The m a in point 
is that the customer sets the price.” 

All you have to do is key into Quixell’s web- 
site and choose a product you want from its 
catalogue. When the relevant product is auc- 
tioned you enter your bid by phone. An auc- 
tion can last from three to seven days, then if 
you’re successful you gel the product shipped 
to you for an average postal cost of under £3, 
says Tim. 

“Typically we will be selling stuff at well un- 
der half the high street price,” he says. Private 
sellers can also flog their old computers and soft- 
ware via Quixell free of charge, be adds. 

Tim’s four collaborators on the project in- 
clude Alan Skea, the company's technical ex- 
pert who has worked for Credit Suisse First 
Boston and DE Shaw Securities. 


* 


A British head-bunting firm, Goddard Kay 
Rogers, is merging with an American equiva- 
lent, Pendleton James Associates, which has 
American Presidential connections. Mr Pendle- 
ton “Pfen” James is a former election adviser to 
both Richard Nixon and Ronald Reagan. 
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Other Spot Rates 
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King to join the Champions’ party 


Punters were left reeling 
by wins for six rank 
outsiders at Newmarket 
yesterday. 

But Desert King looks 
primed to join the top 
contenders expected to 
dominate tomorrow’s 
Champion Stakes, reports 
Richard Edmondson 

t 

The shape of tomorrow’s 
Champions Day card at New- 
market remained as constant as 
the contents of a lava lamp yes- 
terday as connections of two 
leading players stumbled over 
participation. If you want to 
place a shrewd guess on these 
matters, the essence seems to 
be that both Desert King and 
Xaar will augment already 
compelling fields in the Cham- 
pion Stakes and Dewhurst 
Stakes respectively. 

Aidan O'Brien, Ireland's 
leading trainer, would be non- 
committal when discussing an 


extra pint with the milkman, so 
his words yesterday about 
Desen King were as authori- 
tative as we can expect from 
Bally doyle. “It looks as though 
Desen King will be running in 
the Champion Slakes," he said. 
“I will have to confirm that lat- 
er tonight when I speak to 
owners Michael Tabor and 
John Magnier. If he runs, 
Kieren Ration will ride.” 

Tabor, though, is unlikely to 
see his dual Classic winner 
steaming across the Suffolk flat- 
lands. He is expected to be in 
New York at Belmont fttrk, wit- 
nessing the Breeders’ Cup au- 
ditions of his juveniles with D 
Vteyne Lukas. Santa Anita R*rk 


Tbnv McCoy, the champion 
jump jockey, moved on to 82 
winners for the term after a 
near 82-1 four-timer at Taunton 
yesterday and stayed on course 
to break his own record for the 
fastest 100 winners in a season. 


in California is anotbervenue for 
the partnership's Cup aspirants 
this weekend. Desert King him- 
self might still run in the Breed- 
ers* Cup Turf, especially as 
Tabors Arlington Million win- 
ner, Marlin, has suffered a ca- 
reer-terminating injury. 

Those behind Xaar arc get- 
ting a bit twitchy about the Faik- 
lands weather that has 
somehow found its way up to 
East Anglia. The chirpy little 
Nick Lees, clerk of the course, 
assures us the ground will he 
good all rouad come the big 
day. There is even a forecast for 
fine, warm weather tomorrow, 
which will be news to those who 
were fighting to keep their 


McCoys "ins came on Gray 
Pastel. Northern Drums and 
Mite Equal for Martin Pipe and 
Peter Bowen's Danger Baby. 
Last season McCoy hit the 100 
mark on 21 November. 

There was bad news at the 


gaberdines on yesterday. 

Nevertheless a grave caveat 
was isued from Camp Xaar. “In 
view of the uncertain weather 
forecast and the present de- 
scription of good to soft going 
at Newmarket, we feel it is only 
{air to warn punters that Xaar 
will not run if there is any ref- 
erence to “soft” in the going de- 
scription on Saturday morning," 
Grant Pritchard-Gordon, the 
racing manager to the colt's 
owner, Kbah'd Abdullah, said. 

Soft was also the description 
of punters' resolve at close of 
play at Newmarket yesterday 
following victories for a 33-1 
shot, three at 20-1 and two at 
16-1. San tillan a. at 6-1, was the 


track for Jamie Osborne, who 
was concussed after a fall on 
Royal Action. Osborne faces a 
rest of at least seven days and 
misses riding the fancied father 
Sky in the Charisma Gold Cup 
at Kempton tomorrow. 


relative hotpot in the Sevcrals 
Conditions Stakes. 

John Gosden's colt had not 
run since hurting hhnself in vic- 
tory at Sandown early last year 
and the relief of his team was 
evidenced by a flying dismount 
from Frankie Dettori. 

A superficial examination of 
this afternoon's card might 
have backers searching for the 
cutthroat, (hough it may tran- 
spire that the 28- runner nurs- 
ery handicap is not as complex 
as it seems. The dead ground 
and winds at Headquarters 
mean that whatever wins today 
will have to possess the capac- 
ity to come back and take a Ce- 
sarewitdi later in their career. 
GENEROSITY (nap 3.45) has 
already proved that he could get 
a job with the pony express. 

In the televised opener. Gos- 
den starts off Louis Philippe, 
like Santillana a son of El Gran 
Scnor, and there Is another in- 
teresting entrant in the San 
Siro debut winner Soltvus. The 
best option, though, looks to be 
Abreeze ('2.05), who is consid- 



FaJIon: set for Desert King 


ered to be one of Godolphin’s 
best juveniles. 

Fahris, who did not stay in 
the Cumberland Lodge Stakes 
last time, is back to a proven dis- 
tance in the Darley Slakes, but 
it is informative that animals 
that have finished behind him 
before reform to take on the pe- 
nalised topweight. Of these. 
Green Card (next best 235) is 
the most persuasive. 

Bollin Joanne will be fancied 
in the Listed Bcntinck Stakes but 
the one to follow here is Snow 
Kid (3.10), who has been as- 
sessed as Group Three standard 
by his jockeys. We find out to- 
day what sort of judges they arc. 


HYPERION’S 


T V TIPS 

NEWMARKET 

2-05: Sottvus is difficult to weigh 
up. His only run so far resulted in 
a victory, but that came in ao Ital- 
ian maiden race. Abreere has an ob- 
vious chance on his Sandown debut 
win, hut came home only seventh 
of eight runners on this track last 
lime oul It seems best to rdy on 
LUCAYAN INDIAN, who pul in a 
solid performance at Newcastle a 
fortnight ago. David Loder’s sta- 
ble has hit form of laic. 

□□□ 

235: FAHRIS won the Feildcn 
Stakes on this track in the spring 
but failed to fulfil Derby potential. 
He lias none the less proved a wor- 
thy contender on good company 
and may well outclass today's op- 
position. 

□CO 

3.1th Boltin Joanne will be popu- 
lar here. On her penultimate start 
she was ji convincing Doncaster 
winner from Almaty and Carmine 
Lake. The latter has since boost- 
ed that form at Loagchamp. Last 
time oul though, the mare disap- 
pointed favourite backers when 
only third at Newbury. SNOW 
KID is a three-year-old who could 
be up in taking this event. This cult 
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was second to the very useful Wiz- 
ard King over seven furlongs at the 
Curragh a month ago and has the 
pace lor this shorter trip. 

□03 

3.45: Obvioush a contest for pun- 
ters to be wary of, particularly with 
the runners likely to split into two 
or more groups. Perhaps middle to 
kiw numbers will hate an edge. The 
Glow Worm, drawn in the centre, 
can be expected to produce a 
Strong challenge. From stall foe. 
ROBORANT seems sure to be dan- 
gerous. John Dunlop’s yard is cer- 
tainly bring and the booking or 
Mick Kinanc appears significant. 


Four-timer propels McCoy towards century 


t 
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NEWMA RKET 

HYPERION 

1 .30 J AWAH (nap) 3.45 Roborant 

2.05 Lucayan Indian (nb) 4.15 Ahif 
2.35 Fahris 4.45 Green Jacket 

3.10 Snow Kid 

GOING: Straight Course - Good to Soft, Remainder - Good. 

STALLS: Far ada 
□RAW ADVANTAGE: Nona 

• Right-hand cowee with Im2f straight- 

• Cause « SW at town cm A 1304. Bus Hi from Cambridge and Newmarket staBons 
ADMISSION: Oub CT5. Grandstand & Paddock CIO: SWer Rng Q. CAR PARK: Free 

• LEADING TRAINERS: H Cecfl 45-187 (241%) J Golden 29-190 8 HHs 24-209 

(115%.) ft Ham on 23-343 (6.7%). L Cumanl 21-166 (12.7%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettori 53-363 (146%). M Hits 28-283 (08%). R HBs 34- MS 
(129%) J Reid 2>-273 (68%). T Quinn 21 -2B1 (75%) 

• Favourites: 217-671 1322%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Announcing (t30) (vtaorad) Zana. Moottiyeb 0*5) 


EQUITY FINANCIAL COLLECTIONS HANDICAP (CLASS 
C) £8,000 added 3Y0 1m 6f Penalty Value £6.212 

1 41002 KflJIA (USA) (17) (BF) Armed AI Maktam) L Ctiroi 9 7. _.LO«ttod7 

2 364620 WTHAK (USA) (44) (Hanxfln Ai Mataun) B 16k S 1 H HBa 2 

3 DOOOS ASSURED GAIC&E (T7) (Q (Peter A Head) C Qrttan 6 □ JUJKtaanett 

4 QM06 THOfMBV PARK (7) (D) lAppfeby Lodge Start) J Dutop 8 £ R Ffrenrt (3) 12 

5 350003 MSrHtPfflKOHCWSUTTWinjWracn Houston S ft J Raid 11 

6 33182 PRMCESS TOPAZ (20) (0) (Stepien Down) C Cyza 0 71 - —KDarteyS 

7 05041 ROYAL CASTLE (10) (D) (LadWsnslock] WR Han e fl &x) T Sprite 1 

B 3622(1 FOREIGN RULE (106) (D) (Ms Susan McCarthy) JJentas SO — - TQUrniS 

0 0202 RHBfBOLD{78) (E0tnw)T EfrJffngaai 8 C C Hrfter 10 

O 434332 DOVHWN STAR (4) (MctaalC Mftattey) P Ketewaya 7 KFVdon4 

11 60301 HURGAL DANCER (183) (GnaMCoopa)JW WatteS 4 -JCemflli 

C 0083 JAWAHD3)(P)&ieKAImriltuutAi!teb2h|KMM82 JtartnDaywS 

0 roan ANHOUHCIHG {18) (Grogs SDaetafcefJ Gooden 7 n JO MrAV 

» 0031 Z9ETH p3) (J E Mb) S Do* 7 O PDoa(7)9 

- 14 declared - 

Uawnumweght 1 ri W to True handicap uwgftt EbeG fat 31b. 

BETTING: 11-2 Ktao, Royal Castle, S-1 Jawah, 132 Mkhaft, 7*1 Hiomby Park, 0-1 Oovedoa Star, 
9-1 Mncasa Topaz, 10-1 Assured Gambia, 12-1 Foreign Rida, Hurgl Dances, Ztteth, 14-1 Where 
1996: Fbrainds 3 8 9 L Densi 11-4 iw (L Cunan) dawn (3) B ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Royal Casde e one of On* Hems slower horses and the ground court be a proMem as 
he flopped ai Itie good Id soft at Sandown in August Ha did beat the older horses in 
style at Redcar 10 days ago and was stayng an ageto at Goodwood on hre previous start 
when a length- fourth » Zbeth. for wtnch he is alowed 5ix It wcadd not be a sirpnse to 
see Zbeth go well again with her feather weight, but THORN BY PARK stays weB and 
has Royston Ffrench taking oft 3b with refpiar nder Tan Sprake on Royal Castle She s 
better in at the weights with Klkna. despite bushing in front of the fly when foixth to 
Lrffre at Goodwood and she also gat doeer u Jaseur leased down) at Ascot a week ago 
compared to their eerier encounter Mthak has a chance on form and it s nterestrig 
that the headgear is removed- Stuck to the mud at Ybric last tane. Mthtf< was previously 
second lo Sauaaito Bay on the Knavesmoe when ha was carried wide mo the straight. 
Soto Mo end Dance So Suite battled it out here yesterday so KBma, who spH the par 
last time, can stl be pven a dance Assured Gamble, with Mcfc Kinane taking over, is 
dosety mached wrth Mthak on Sandown running behind ttgh Intrigue: but the visor w* 
have to work tor the maiden Annouicing to tale a hand. Princess Topaz, second to 
Jaseur last month, has the same chance as Thorru^r Park on the Listed race form at Good- 
wood befwid Pentad. Hurgif Dancer has not run since Apri and Jawah'e second to_CW- 
drenfc Chocs at Nottnt ftam needs to be mproved upon. Selection: THOWBY BARK 

HOUGHTON CONDITIONS STAKES (CLASS B) 

£10,000 added ZYO 7f Penally value £6,454 

rahmss 

1 1 SOTTVUS(20} (D) (Scutena Ftencsl Sri) LQyraniS 3 JVtonerZ — 

2 V AflRHZE (USA) (iq(D)(BF)(GocWphni Based WSimor 91 .LOetoli 103 

3 01 LUCAYAN MDtAN (16) (Lucayiar Sbrf) D Loda 9 1 K Fatal 3 93 


2.05 


C4 


1.30 


4 ALFAIBi iA Sattahanfl J Ouricp 8 G -T tarn 7 - 

5 3 ASTBCttDffiR{27)(CLASdg»*r)WM»flC JRatoe » 

6 U3WSPHLPPE(USA)(P0Saii)JG<aden8t2 ..GHM4 - 

7 CtCTfl)CASTtEISaeedMaran a)CBrtt8 r67 -NJKtam6 - 

HETTBiG: 7-4 Abreeza, 94 L DCZ yanlrefcw, 5-1 Cloud Caatte, S-1 AFfatah. 15-2 Sottnia, 12-1 Luuh 
nappe. 14-1 Ariretoger 

1998: Outbct Tea 2 6 « M Hfc 94 |t tar (J Hfcl dawn (3) 6 rwi 
FORM GUIDE 

Abreeze was short o! arperience «i Ihe SomerviB Taitersai here, beating ordy one home 
SaeningyftKtarad by ha debut Sandown wai from Dark Mocn da nc a r (wuer on Wbtoes- 
dayL he may not cope with LUCAYAN INDIAN, who tooka sue to appreosie Ms tnp af- 
ter coming tote to beat Etoabub at Newcastle (6Q. Not sghted on hs debut at Newbury, 
Lucayan Indian can anpnve yet agaai and Ihe knee through O em o rvi o TaneraaO second 
Bmtang (beat Bhatxto at YorW grves Dodd Lodert charge every chance ot beattog the 
Godolphn coll Astrologer. Hard to PtSy Bue n the Newbuy race wtere Lucayan tod- 
an finished in the ruck, may need lo anprave to confrm the suspect supenonty. Sottna 
is out to go one better than SupCzi. who was second to Indhar tour years ago after wn- 
nmg n Italy: Al-Fstafi s a Caeiteon out ot the decent German- wtnrwig mare FAa Ardroes, 
wide Cloud CasMas an In The WtogstRy horn the ta r rdyot Liao and NeecfieGui Rom 
the stable ot group wnner Green la nder. Cloud Carte aaJd be smart but Ihe toeing s 
Louts PhMtppe a gang to need hts rtroduetton. Celacttoir LL1CWAN BOAN 

BARING INTERNATIONAL DARLEY STAKES 
(USTED RACE) (CLASS A) £17,000 added 1m 
If Penalty Value £11,169 

1 633314 FAHRIS P0) (CO) (Hamdan AI MafclcuTi) 8 rtartxry 393 RfflallB 

2 -3E642 PRQPBl BLUE (USA) (23) (Q (M J Legge) T MBs 4 9 Q TOutonSIC 

3 4«<S3 WEEPArUMJTE (7) lEd Vfeetoen (Hato^ & Stooge! Lkt) R HaEnshead 4 9 Q 

T_ MJKtoaneem 

4 WS14 AMDMBADU (USA) (34) Canton NUaktornlJ Dratop3ae — GCartar7 BtC 

5 133423 GRSNCARO(USA)(34)(PKLOi4SWbods3Bto IReldSIB 

6 0330 MUSALSAL (26) IkbkBuni AJ Uafcsun) B Hfc3813.. - MMb21E 

7 203031 FATBHJUy (U3A) (13) (litaWxm AI ktotrtxm) E Qurtop 4 89 LDrtorl412D 

BETTING: 54 Fahris, 4-1 Kusaisal, 11-2 taper Blue, 152 AoSd Altadu, 9-1 Fottfuly: 10-1 Wad- 
Minute, 12-1 Green Card 

1996 toraaa 4 9 0 fl Hurtes 92 (N CMaghan) *aan (5) « rai 
FORM GUIDE 

Musalsa). third to Benny The Dip at the Dante, ran m the Derby when he was Mchael 
H9 b pick over The Ry. He has had two ruts back seice Epsom and he Doncaster tried 

10 Faithful Son and Aiezal was a soutd effort on ground a bit too tost tar hen. as it was 

next rime to Germany The surface gives hen the chance to stene and Barry FBs' hors- 
es are n peak form at the moment But FAHRB reverts Ip Its best rp after taUng to 
stay to the Cumberland Lodge at AscoL He has the penalty to defy after the sa-lergth 
wet from Desert Story In the Select Stakes at Goodwood, but he Ehowed there that he 
can handle a M of cut to (he (pound Both Green Coni and Am id Afbadu take hm on 
agaxi after Goodwood with a 7to pifl, but they vrere comprehensively beaten Arrnd AL 
badu was in last place at one stage and txs Epsom win from Writer Romance was ltv 
der a more forceful nda so ha may do b«ter today. The ground looks a problem tor the 
Ay Fateful ly. and Weet-A-Mkurte is provmg hard to wn with. That tones Proper Blue, 
winner at the backend here last year and a strong second to Daresh Rhapsody ai Good- 
wood last tone Selection: RAFRS 

BEDFORD LODGE HOTEL BENT1NCK STAKES 
(USTED RACE) (CLASS A) £18,000 added 6f 
Penalty value £13.288 

1 OOOUO CROFT POOL {£) (C) (0) ICourwywdB Classes Lrvedl J Gicwj 6 9 5 G Carte 17 IE 

2 544X0 CRETAN OFT (20) (DHTQarie) N Lrnmodar 692 - JWaeverSBlTI 

3 SCC20 ISYBHTrVALEtmNE(2D)(TheVtoeronesi VSaane7 8C_ fl Cochrane 3 1» 

4 OTOS WFffl (19) (0) OockTi^J Guaidng Lto) R Kgram * 6 0 __ DODanohM4 86 

5 063500 HEVBt GOLF ROSE (12) (D) |Hewr Rasrg Cbbi T J teignon 6 6 11 .T Quinn 8 CO 

6 36600 OMAHA CTfr (20) lEren GibOy Ltd) B Giity 3 8 tl . M Fatten 15 99 

7 TTD 2 SNOW KH3 (27) (Ai Sa?eri| D loder 3 6 n LDrtori7122 

B 5-1336 SUPEHOR PRBUM (IS) (JC Rarscns) R Fahey 3 6 II . .. J Carrol 14 in 

9 E3-03 TVSY CRfflt (USA) (15) (Hancbr AI MaWoum) 8 Hrfxry 3 8 T 1 R HU 2 CO 

t) 20200 ZA-fll (44) (D) (Hamdan AI Uktoun) B Hfc 3 8 h KDariaylllJl 

11 221G3 ALMASI (14)^1) Hie Eauemat^nrempl CVM587 . SSanderaiS 95 

E G22Q BOllJNJOAHNEpg) W(BF)(L0dyV , Jfestorac*1TEasaty4e7 . .K Fatal 1 CO 
Q OOOO OARWGOESnNY0I)WlOarngDBsmyPar*ias|itftrie687 OHoMIOBOr 
14 50355 OWWAU»IABO)IDJOwiJ«)s487. JHKMB 97 


3.10 



C4 


2.35 


e 0202M PREM>5CA(14)(CP)(BBd) Wktor4 07. JRaM12S9 

e OBOffi WUJWOODFUJNSl(14)(D)IGHo««TtSpriOHHannc»i4B7. DBreffuaiBlE 
7 3CT32 PLAISm (7 AMOUR ( 1 *) (D) (BF) (M JdnUagtor)NCato^Bn3B6 _ 

*1 J IQnane 8 t5 

— 17 tiBC&nMl** 

BETTING: 4-1 Bo«n Joanna, 94 Snow KW, 6-1 RaWr tfAmour; Mdeood naw% 6-1 Hever Galt 
Rare, 9-1 Tljrey Creak, 14-1 Superior hereto*. 18-1 MmaaL Uy Brat IWaattoe, 20-1 Premia Ca. 
Cretan GB.2S-1 Craft Pool. 0mBhaCay.2Mn.SD-l DMna bma, Oaring Oeattoy, 68-1 RUB 
1996: Risson Revival (USA) 38 n W R Swnbum 20-1 (S Un Sureor) down (3) C ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SNOW KID loves tsoft ground and wt not be stopping with he seven- furlong stamina. 
He had the mstortune to come across the talented Wizard King last time and he is the 
choice lo wn this from stal seven. Ayr Gold Cup wnner Wldraod Flower has a fine 
rkaw to « and meets the An thkd Superior Premlurn (considered short ot peak fitness 
thwi) an 3t> better lams. She ran wefl with a welter burden n Bowden Rose's handcap 
tere iteri tone and meets PtoWr D’Amour (second) Alnasl (third) and Prands Ca (tawth) 
on roughly a stone better tenns. Wkhrood Flower hanefled the ground a Goodwood tost 
morah end has a fine chance today: TTm ground has come ngftt tor BotUn Joame. though 
staaeteea o ll p ut U ip.'nirdonatesteratilaceoverthemnimuTHoEverBngperiarmance 
and Dasrtng Btoe at Newbtvy last time, she meets Croft Pool (fourth) a pound better 
and Tipsy Creak (seventh) on the same terms Tipsy Creek ttabhed closer to Dashing 
Blue here neat time and the pacy colt could go dose it he stays the sixth furlong. Atoiasi. 
of course. toC8s a massive rest on these terms, but the race is made tar her late Ihrust 
end Seb Sanders lakes over from the female apprentice Graft Poof has a great dratr and. 
wtile the kip and ground coJd count aganst ten. he does reTsh the course with Its up- 
hN Nteh. Ze-bn is the type to show better town an thie gnxtod, and Daring Deedny is 
another who ctxid go wel at ba odds afar her return to action at Ascot behind Etoadkn 

Se t e c tto n: SNOW KID 



£7,564 


t 3Q2C AtCOMFCT(B91(BF)UDa4dAbtflMJcrinaon97 J Weaver 22 9 2 

2 063 THE GLOWWORM (3$ (Ms JUCabefijBtfb 91 .IIHOsIStn 

3 455MS KNTS BNAYE ftS) (D) (J K &n| B lleehan 8 1? X Fatal 23 BCD 

4 4BIH BUZZ (28) (Guy teed) C Thorrkn 8 11 Dean McKmm 19 Si 

5 644204 AFTER TIC RAIN (22) IK AMUto B Ffe B 11 — DHolend4 97 

6 SI NAUTICAL STAR (GS)(kk2ad«toxhope|J Ms 8 II J» Henry (3) 2S 99 

7 330212 ROfTSPET(98) (GeogaEKIeoi RHtenonSll - Dane OHeft 17 W 

8 31 NE8L(30)(D) (Hamden AitM,tMn|WR Hem Bit RHBtoll 98 

9 446 UQNSAJEH (USA) (3q(D)(ff){Qodcphn|5aaedbriSiaoor 8 D.-^-L Dettori « Ur 

D 0ID20 MASTBUIAC(USA)(2q(Ooresteriro)RAketusiB9 ..SSandeni 96 

II 00002 BEN RWNB (4^ (Anthcny Pye-Jeary) R Jcftnecr Ftou^ton 8 8 A My (3) 12 32 

B 0B0 TENSILE P6) ( 1 A 1 V 9wfcn) L Clanan 8 8 ..KDeriey3 83 

O 61 MISTER BENJAMIN (39) (Ms JlM Choy) S Woods B 7 .. N Day 18 99 

M 0401 N0BLEDEMAM)(USA)(43)PHtosAl3anlas)>*9-IRamsden87 . 

- - DOTtanohOilO 04 

C 443 CANADIAN PUZZLER (USA) (19) (The ttaphLeNs) F Hams 8 6 J Raid 13 07 

ft 304 LEGBID OF LOVE (B3) (5 J Beard) J Gtover 8 6 GCarierZ 96 

17 61 G^NHIOBnY(46)(D) (HRHPmcaFahdSahan) P(kfe85 T (brim 15 99 

ft 0036 ROBORANT £5) (Lad WMom) J Dutap 65 „HJMnems«i 

ft 3004 MPCTTA (9(9 (Mm G fttetordCtarV) M Bel B 5 HFantan20O3 

20 066 UBS5 WARF0RD (20) (P Rdsidscn) G Bdrtog 8 1 S Drowns 21 92 

21 3C6 ZBiA (20) IN S tfongl W Jajvs 8 0 JOrir*i20B 96 

22 34660 ALft FELLA (3^ (Ws OiWottoe* Kaiiiy) P Cob 7 C Cftuftar24 111 

23 6601 BLUE DE5BTT (9) (D) (Gecff Leetel G Letes 7 C 15e>) R Ftirtdl 0) 14 Ol 

24 543025 IRON IfOUNIWN (12) (Gftagcr Equtie Lid) N Cteajian 7 n . _PDt»(7)27 t» 

26 3030 HOOTHYEB (USA) (45) (HamcbnAlkbMoue) NGratam7 ii JLowa7B06 

26 000 PETAICpB) (AH Rcbnson)J Arnold 70 Martin Dwyers 90 

27 OXS333 LEOFBIC (19) (Iteen Racrg U Polgtoo 7 t> _NAdams26 86 

28 000 DUTCH LAD (38) (S Deteil M fenyAns 7 ft DWri^ig C5 

declared - 

Mnmum mag It 7st 70ft True handicap eeiF*. fetane. Lrofhc Tst ». Otdt M 7366. 
BETTING: 10-1 NetA RoboranLII-1 Generosky. 12-1 Monea)ain. 14-1 Nobte Demand. Mnelb. let- 
ter Beniamin. The G fcnv W ane, is-1 Ban Rlnnes, Ron's Pot, 18-1 Neuttcel Star. 20-1 others 
1996: Bold Wonts lCan| 295 MtfcB-i (E Durtopi down (I) 17 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

ROBORANT. shorl ot room or the Jrriy course tost tome when aftemplng a John Dun- 
lap -Mcfc Krone treble Star Etoadim and Mawared. should reksh the, test Staying promee 
was shown pmr to that close s»> ih to Outsourcing. 3r*d he shcnid reverse me form with 
Ron's Pot (second). Mtoetta ifaurth) and Kim 'a Brave (fifth). Generosity dto not win Hie 
a tW on shot at Hamriton. but he holds a fine chance oil 83 5ft on ho debut *rth to 


Chester House at Goodwood. Dick Hems «y Nab) timed Ihe tarmbote upsde down 
when reveretog debut form with Red Rabbit at Sandown. She a another here who looks 
on a decard mark. Momajem, a soft ground wnner at Chepstow won the nee on the 
unfavoured sale when fifth to Land A Hand at Doncaster. The Glow-Worm stayed on wel 
n third on the favoured side and mey meet on identical terms today Dual wnner Mas- 
ter Mac (cicumer ridden last time) is a threat baric with Seb Sanders, whte Ayr wnner 
Nautical Star and the meS-regarded sand wnner Mister Benjamin are Mutable. Noble 
Demand beat Ben H tones In tentrie ground at Tbric. so seems harshly treated w*n a 9ft 
rise, while Blue Desert may find das too lough oiler the seta wn at Mottnjham Cana- 
dian Puzzler and Legend Of Love have tfiapod with plenty of prorate n maidens, but 
a tog wQKftt n this ground may prove too much tar Ateonleigli Iron Mountain nas proved 
he stays wel and c another wtth a squeak with a good apprentice booked. 

Selection; ROBORANT 


\ A -ee l EBF SNA1LWELL MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £7,000 
1^- 1 added 2YO 6f Penalty Value £6^91 

1 6 DftjaSHAp^ffiewrPwtrgJB Mectan 90 .. - DHoBendl 

2 0 EffFELTIGSt (19) i>+3 Joan Uanm) Bob Jcnes 3 0 N Day 16 

3 0 aPIRE STATE (Iff) (IfesDJMesonlU'iXtopim 90 — . UHenry(3)14 

4 0 GOLDBt REPRMAND (75) IGecnje E K teo] R Kamcn 9 C . ..UJKtoanalO 

8 • MAQCHOHfillKG IMsAaBtonn) W!Acscn90 X Fatal 2 

6 00 MYTYS0N (IS) (HAMAnaoai KSfeh(i90 .... -.Martin Dwyer 18 

7 60 NAimCAl. WAJV&X, PS) (B ScfmCt-BM&t U Jcrrpms 95 .DOogaS 

g RUSH OfFiRaymcnd 1x64 RAkclud 9 0 .. . . jvteawwil 

9 23 SHAFT (26) (Hamdan AI kUtatmi J Gosdei 9 0 RHteO 

I) S0CETY KWG (R 5aceyl J Barts 90 — - JtkiionS 

11 SPLENDID EOLATION (USA) HotoQe La VfertlLCuran 9 0 KDetteyS 

C 6 SURPRISE fflESBIT HOI) (tfchamed Sutafl R Hmncn 90 DaneaNatl20 

ft 62 ATlJF(USA)pn)lGodctoto)Saredbn5ww?89 L Dettori T 

14 FAIRY ROCK (Jdvi C Grant) 3 H25.8 9 . . MHBs19 

8 HE77M HBGHT5/USity (XL Htat?WMs30)89 - R Cochrane 9 

ft JOCASTA(CJAHu$«)CVMa9 - .JRekf4 

17 RB8LESOALE (PE Cooper (Susan Abbott te0ig))JCtflcp 9 3 T0rim15 

ft SWWO ALONG (W G Bovffl C \V3l 89 — . ... SSmdcrsti 

ft TOFFOLUX iG C NeafiH H Cottngndge S 9 DOShcalT 

20 40 TOUCHANOVA(90)(ttsJeanUrie91AVtae83... GRSBgan(5)13 

- 20 dadared- 

BemNG: 94 And 4-1 Sheri. 6-1 Gotten Raprinmd, 8-1 Fairy Hock, 10-1 HAUartate. 1 1-1 DUiurti- 
ka, is-1 Swnfee P reeeaL 14-1 Jocasta, Sodotf King, SptentM Hobtton. 1 s-1 gam 
1998: Baked Alaska 2 8 9 D Hanson 33-1 (A Stewart] dawn (3) 22 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Two newcomer Btes (33-1 and 20-1) saw oH GodOpM enpeneoced crit Kuraart n tt*s 
test year Barry FMs has a fine to Godriphris rimer ms tme with Shloug fuuhng date 
beteid Atuf (prpped by Wfenda) r the Btoe Seal at Ascot Parry Kngs daughter FAIRY 
ROCK, who has a decent high daw and out of a mare who won as a luverfte. s the FOs' 
newcomer taken to beat Atari Rkrirard Hannon has rwa Golden Reprimand with Mck 
Kvune booked offer a ptooang first showing <rr Tamarisks race at Gtenous Goodwood 
and Surprise Present (Dane CTNatf) who took a stnmg pte m Crassteels race on the 
JiJy course (71) Shari, a close second to Sensory at Leicester, met a tanar m Flee! wood 
at Hayriocfc next tme - both over seven fwtaogs OMkustia was no: knocked about on 
hs debut at Goodwood behnd toeband wt* Darren Biggs won on Q4n here on Cam- 
bridgeshire day. so Nautical warning (adetxrf snth to Bemsha Swmg or ine^Y course) 
tacks the stable pick over Empire State Rlbblesdale would be an appropriate winner 
of the 12-hiriong Watf race at Royal Ascotnext year: and her hatl-MSei Tyid was a win- 

ner over sarm furiongs Swing Along * from a temSy of (uvertte umners. wfUe Ihe mar- 
ket may tel us something about SpienrM Isolation Selection: FAfiY ROCK 


4.45 


NEWMARKET CHALLENGE CUP (CLASS G) 2YO 
7f 


1 0 DOG WATCH 113} lUwHarongay'J Gisdm90 . .. - LDwtart3 

2 0030 GRSN JACKET (HQ (Ian Crowd] JDusCf 9 C --- - - . G Carter 1 

3 HIGHLY PLfltSED (USA) (t'^MOun AJ VJCW £ 9 0 . KFaBon 2 

-SiMired- 

BETT1NG: 54 Dog Wrick. T-4 Green JariN. 11-2 Highly PleasatL 
199& Scyaak 2 6 9 L Dencn 2-5 tar U Gcaeni Csim 3 nr. 

FORM GUIDE 

Give n the ground wi sut DOG WATCH who urfi hare marred from r-& debut nrth. 
beaten only seven lengths, to Shy Rod-ri at Nctiingharp i6l) Green Jarirot trim d 12 
to Castoo Ktog at Chepstow and *oa held m a toVS-vnch luserv Mte-wjifis. and new- 
comer Highly Pfoased by an unraced dauqrxr c? eye? may pc' be ifiKun n 
beat Sclocuon: DOG '.MATCH 


CATTERJCK 


HYPERION 

2.1 0 Rubamma 2.45 Night Oty 3.20 Scurrilous 
3.55 Polly Golightiy 4.25 Taufan Boy 4.55 Ter- 
ritory 5J25 Ailinson’s Mate 


GOING: Soft (Good to Soft to places) 

STALLS: In ride. DRAW ADVANTAGE: None 

• Left-hand course. uidUatng and sharp Not statable tor the tong- 
sti ic kn g horse Run-to 240yds. 

• Course ts NW al town on A6136. Dartngton station Mm - bus 
service to course. ADMISSION: Club ETi; Tattersofis C7. Course 
r^so (under 16s tree mo el enctosuresl CAR PARK: Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: J Berry 77-200 (135%). B HUs 20-55 
(364%). Mr* M Rmtey 20- M2 (179%) M Johnston 16- X» 06%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: J Carroll 28-175 (69%). J Fortwio 9- 
129 (147%), L Chamock 6-65 (97%t G DutHeid 8-70 (114%) 
m Fmrouriiea: 208-56 (40 4% l 

BUNKERED FIRST TOE: Reared 245 interned). Peep O Day (245) 
ivtetaed). Si Lurie 1320). Happy tfayeAgrin (459. ffttfri Ol Giaie 625i 


If 


2.10 


RICHMONDSHIRE NURSERY HANDI- 
CAP (CLASS E) £4,025 added 2YO 7f 

041 WSAUJANCEtiq(qCVrt97. ... _ GDUtfiWdlS 

3ftOOG OffiCCTff (31 WStorey97 . OPaaralO 

004 RUBAJUMA tie) P Wtttvyn 3 b .. RPertnm7 

XOO PRB«CBSNATAlE(13)UWE3sasbyS3-.. T Lucas 9 

00330 RESPOND (77) GLItocre 91 ._.AOerkl7 

6642 PRINCE ASHLEK3H (4) PKrtam91- C Lovrtoer (5) 14 

06000 SUGGEST (53) (Dj W Storey 8 12 JFartnBl 

000 LARAMAMABQ PEvateSri - — JFEgra* 

020 RAY OF SUNSHINE (U) Ms JRarrsfen Bn J Fortune 2 
685 ROYAL WTHWEW (14) M Osmon 89.. .ACuMm13 
5346 MSS SALSA DANCER (28) DSmto 6 7 PF**rey(3) 16 
05300 PETARA(11)(CD)jWawngm87.- - _.Fl|w* 6 V 

0502 COtftEB. (16) C Sittati 8 4 RMrtnffiS 

001306 SAMJMOORTARTAN(4S}T6a5asbyS4.. LCfaemocfcS 
4QVJ14 I 1 ARSKE E4ACHtNE(20) (D) N Trtkf S3 KtaHnUtr 11 B 

30000 FAST FRANC (aqSCIMlana 83- TWBI«iw3 

4060 BARRBA0 (sq J jONeSBI . - . . -GBtrdrefli: 

~ 17 declared - 

BETTING: 8-1 PttoceAehWgh.7-1 Hirian.H R*yolSuwt*w.Ctjon- 
mL 10-1 Rtfterara. Petere, Mareke Ma c Mn e, 12-1 rim 


PLODM1RE WOOD APPRENTICE 
CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS G) £2,875 
added 1m 4f 

1 (WHOO MGHrarr(13)KBul«63< . - flSreeneyA 

2 2052-0 MLLZAH (36) (D) Rfias3iaci992 - . HBeritoae (3) 7 

3 30500 RAASS3 (21) F tutsan 5 8 C PFeMer2V 

4 00006 JM4AAEER ( 10 ) J H Wien - 6 ft . Angria Hartley (7) 6 

5 63000 QAKBURY (19) Mss L 5 8 ” - TSMM(3)B 

6 202061 SWAN HUNTS) (3) (D) D Ccayrr* 4 8 H AHuBmOJII 

7 5 SPECULATIVE fCXBF) W Stow 333 Qmlyn Bates (7) 10 

B D0CC35 WELCOME LU (10> |C) 4 ?B PPUu7pby9 

9 OftOO PEB9 0DAYf46}lC0)JL=>re€£7 SBucUiy (7)3 Y 

ft 0CCO3 SKXar «USC (JIT) = E^.r o £ 6 tera Wands (5) 5 
V 566501 ZIGGYSVIOUtBftlQWsVSevw. 382 . . 

. . . _ .A KfchoQs (7) I? 

a 5 ALL GIRLS FORGET ( 21 } 1 Srret 3 7ft CLmriherf^l 

-UdKfared- 

BETT1MG: 19-8 Swan Hunter, 7-2 Zggy'a Vrote. 7-1 Kftrah. 8-1 Welcorm 
Lu. 10-1 Rrep O Day. 12-1 Speoulstre. Stolen Nu»e. 14.1 often 

10 ora I EBF PROSPECT HILL MAIDEN STAKES 

(CLASS D) £4350 added 2YO 5f 

1 0 ANSTAMD(42) WCJFarsse-i 3C JFommaS 

2 0 A9WMGE14 (121) zSZ&'tt 9 ' . . - UWIgfwilO 

3 0 BEST 0? OUR DAYS (13) CT'ctt=t?: EJnteacnS 

4 00 HOUSE OH FWE(M) 3 CLowfter(5)6 

£ 3 KAJLARNEY JAZZ (II)-’ WWCP ? : . Tlucull 

fi 00 THE OTHBL RS5K (161 C 'tto.* 1 ) C PFtarey(3)2 

7 OOfi ARJAN ( 20 ) J 3cry £ 9 - .7E Dorean (3) 7 

E WT THE SPOT * 1-135735 FLyrs* 13 

9 S3 ODETTE (9) Sr M Fvxsd 5 3 G0vffleW3 

ft SABLEOJDWJLHars2 9 LChamockia 

11 □ SCURRILOUS 19) L'S=S S3 . . . ACiAm4 

C SHOOCB) A' ►apyn 3 3— _. . . Jo ftanam (5) 6 

13 (S3 ST LUCIA (9) B Umr 6 J . .. M1WftuS12B 

m 00 WESTC0MriWBy(2Q!. a A-=£teCv£? Sftrtbrpll 

-Urtedarad- 

BETTIN& M Odrite. 13-2 H 8 The Spot 7-1 tatiand. S: Lscia. B-l Scur- 
raoa.ShodtK 10-1 KBarroy Jata. Ai*,aB. 12-1 othare 

|q cel CROW HOLE BANK HANDICAP (CLASS 
l^- 00 l D) £4,900 aefoed 51 

1 50300 TREASWETOUCHetofOICVchcfcJilC . . . 

. . AfcxGreevwW 

2 3C521 0CWMHTAB(15) (Dl Press'. 1 3 S GDuOridW 

3 H6C3D UDfStSaffnmCTViVEm-rytSrTUicwgB 


4 230544 KRA (20) (D) (BF) J l Eyre 7 9 ft 0Pa«7 

5 320033 SOURE CORRtE (16) (D) (BF) D Cfrgeiun 5 9 ft 

ACoBOM 12 

6 TCOJ (X»E75M(1fl(CD|N7nUiy498 . . .LCtamoc* 17 

7 Orcr JUST BOB (9) ID) S KurtnelB96 JFotunaS 

8 3K3CO PALACSSATE TOUCH (21) (CD) J Berry 793 

C Lowihor (5) 3 B 

9 r J>m BAU«t0TE(16)(D) J Berry 292 .. PFtt$oy(3)4 

ft 2050) PRIDE OF BR0TTDN (17) (D) CTficmfarJ ?1 

..... tad Eddery 18 

ft K2DC0 WWTEa«1(9)(D)6lte#an-i9l . M TebtruO 1SB 
12 00*6X5 BEWVSniBC |9> |D) B Patng 9 B ft DSwMWyP)B 

G 302053 PLEASURE TIME (91 (Dl C Srsnt£5 JTWelJV 

M 006G RAS5I0NATT1 (151 (O 3 3£fe*s3 35 TWahamslI 
S 2M54 IHETT8AN REFURG CDWdh U 4 5 : A Lbcfcoy 8 

ft MWFX l£NN0* LEWS (211 (O) D *2tih l 7 S A HkhoQs (7) 14 
17 4fOXJ POLUf GOUGHTUf (9» IDJ UEinUcrtaTr 

... DateGtaion I9B 

0 CC2KS PILLRAI (3) (Dl ? ftXar 9 7 « NKcnmty20B 

ft KTOe FIW3 HAROLD |1Z) M Oanncn 4 7 C F Horton 1 

S3 ZOZ KEEN TO PLEASE (109) (Dl J J 7 13 GB*dwcfl2 

-20dedved- 

:» ten ranrtev mett. Paim 7J5i -\rr; Hmu 
Tt: ifi f*er 7c F'iCJ'je “St FO 

BETTING 6-1 Dometant Ak. 7-J Kira, B-i Squhs Come, Jus Bote Polty 
GotghBy, in Ptaasm Tine. PaarianrilL 12-1 others 


THIEVES GJLL LIMITED STAKES (CLASS 
F) £3^00 added im 5t 175yds 

- S5£C1 REX HUK3! |11| P Evsrs 5 98 . .JFEawiia 

! 044c BRECON (J13) Wife * 4 94 CLoMter(5|7 

3 ft -5- CLAJRESWMi LUST) M TcrMro 5 34 DrioGtoaenD 

J 5201: TAIFAN BOY (W ) P Hrm. J 9 J ACUrtlZ 

5 S4W) UNCLE DOUG (27) l * \‘i ACulhm5 

6 ROSE OF CLEJte ri6l (CO) 6 6 920 Swcenov P) 1 

7 B43-50 FaiLSVATETOBSN (20) L VVtecn 4 9 1 PFareeyPJJV 

6 2Tft - GMGBi FUJWBl I1J7B) 2> Wf 8 9 1 . . ,_G P»Wn Oi 3 
9 KMB HAVANA HEIGHTS (11) ICD)jL=yre4 9 'SBucMey(7)B 

ft CRTmaSrUPiy^cansss GDuttadll 

r 0003 SfflON BLAKE (42) M Ukx?«t 2 53 . F Norton 14 

C iiS40 SUN ALERT (25) (D) U 3 83 J Tata 9 

T2 S5 AEOUNALFR)linS>vfticwri39E J Fortune 4 

%1 C-0S4 GOOD REPUTATION (27) E Hfc 3 96. . tad Eddery 10 

C 607 PWUIW pi) : Ewar 3 S 6 RtU*n(5)15 

- IS declared - 

BETTING: 7-2 Drift. S-1 Rea Hums. 6-1 Man Boy. 7-1 Pnkdu.6-1 Good 
Reputation, in Havana H aig ht * . Sun Alert 14.1 afters 


2.45 


4.25 


SOUR BECK CONDITIONS STAKES 
(CLASS DJ £4,550 added 2YO 5f 

1 3W0 WMSO'«ACX(78)(BF)H«riTj7 93-.- WJCCOrtoOrl 

2 36361 PRIVATE SEAL (16) (DJGL Moore 91 .. . ACMrfi 

3 43EC ARtAN DA (21) (D) B Fbtai B G ... J Fortune 3 

4 X TERRITORY (9) GLcwc 8 h . . Paul Eddery 5 

5 056 HAPPY DAYS AGAIN pi) (D) (BF) JWhartoi 8 ft 

. RWu8wi(5)2 B 

0 5041 RARE INDIGO (13) (D)J Berry 8 ft . CLowftB<5)4 

-Bdadamd- 

BETTUML- 1 5-1 Tontay. 3-1 Arire Da. 4-f WNaky Mack. B-l Private Sori. 
Happy Days Again. Rare Indigo 


4.55 


5.25 


1 

C4PTJI 


&£!» 

3 


J 

0» -AOO 

5 

45e5i6 

t 

00400 

7 

0J3 

0 

65C00 

9 

IWOO) 

ft 

sjsbs 

it 


C 

7o«c: 

n 

0X640 

14 



Jf.Wi 

ft 

b44G33 

17 

■Wfi 


•CLOSE OF PLAY 1 HANDICAP (CLASS 
E) £4,025 added 7f 
SM0KEY FROM CAPWW (10) (D) J J 07W J ft 0 «n) 
CLoreta* (S)8 

HAIi7ttWIG(WJGSiii'toC*'JumL-3 9C? GOdtUtfZ 
RY1KITS RASCAL (13) (CD) E AtacnSO ft JFEgenl7 
SCHARNH0RST(1B1(D| AChcfcjiS'Jm AUadQry9 
DEEPLY VALE (43| (D) G L Uocrc C9 9 .MW^wl 
DEPRECIATC (4S) C Jamcc- 4 . T Luca* IS 

nNARTSBAY(18)l*SJC«d398 JFortunett 

STYUSH WAYS 19) J Pc®w597 ..GBorthWd3 
WMNLLES (21) Bcb JWK49 7 f Norton ID 

NIGHT OF GLASS (Zl) J L Erie4 96 UGB8agherBB 
ANTOMASIKLODY(91) (D) SBowng496 - 

.. CfeogooOJS 

KASS ALHAWA (9) (CD) D Ossvrvsn J V S. . A Cutoan* 1 1 
ALUNSOffS MATE |3« (CD) T D Barren 9 9 4 

. . . Victoria AcpWry (7) 1*B 

UYSTT0UEAIR (10) (CD) EWuymw 392 PFoisey(3)l8 
MUSCATANA IIOKCDIIBF) 6 tfe 3 9 0- - tad Eddwy 4 
GB>SY PWNCESS (21) (CD) MW Erofaty 38 n 

... GPmVnOt? 

BARRACK YARD (27) (D) (BF) ASt>warl4 69 . . . 

. . 5 WWhrorth 12 


BETTING: 6-1 Rymw a Raical. 7-1 Smofcey From Copisw. 8-1 Mght 01 
Glasa. 10-1 DapreooM. MukMn. Kan ABuwb. MuecriM. 17-1 other* 


■ l'iihrj.| !■. 4ml i-k.-n m.li ., < Kuni<n*n KirrUk' (rebiltf *btn 
W'lh-ra iju-uinr w .it Vrjf* un u-Ji'idii UitlnJ fnvn 2-1 in fv 
4 K'lnic ilk olf |n,nric,<iiK' kfteic o<nliia*is. ) Hnuhiurl 
lurn-ji-i'lil iiuvrl hi toe hi- <ort Irn^lh 


•c 


HERE.FO.RD_ 


HYPERION 

ownes Hlfi Lad 2^0 Indian Temple 2-55 
rfnsk! 3J0 Odell 4^5 Danzig Island 4JS 
staring 


k Good 

4-band course with 30Oyd newrv 

tcoLTsa a north ot coy on A49 Herefar d radway scoan a 

e away. ADMISSION: Ck±> STO: 'tawreais OO: course cn- 

O. CAR PARK: Free 

MNO TRAINBIS: M Plpe-32 wmners fcom 91 nasres 

ss mto ol 352%. M IWtaton^avies 2frS0 (2B9%). P Hobta 
24%L K Ba*ey tI^s C72%) 

DING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy -25wms. 91 ndra kjOSVC 
yn 2089 (29%). R Dunwoody «-S2 I269%1- * * FKl *l«™ M 
18%) 

MjnTES: ®5 mrtS. 484 races |3BS%L _ „„ 

gvcai FIRST TIKE: Sigma Run (3301: Pair Of «*■**■ 13301 
14 H- Mooftyeti Q45). Nordic Brega (vtsored. 435) 


EBF ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HUR- 
DLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m If 

., BROWNS MLL LAD (20) (D) R aSAvan 5 
A MOVE SUSPICION p^CJroies 5 HO - 
y BANK AVENUE (224) M Ponan 8 ft 0- 

£ OOCYVEAIWCCHBE(ra8)AEjm*5nO*OIWrt^ 

S. HOWE DEFER (167) KBateyS no HWHuuwn 


E DA- KAPC0 coa C 3r»5 ‘. 71 : . _. . GWadtey 

7 40- WAR MMT CC9) ^ . c Ssr 5 “ C . - . HFtnsrt 

S '462C- FLOOSY 1153) T SerjC £ C 3 . . RJQftnaaa 

9 -3543- JUST JASWtE (187)'. S-Chc- i C 3 R Grama 

ft CP PtM£YHTAKA<10Q = -sir 4 ft S. S Wynne 

- 10 declared* 

BEmNG: B-T3 Brownea « tsa 1H Horoaw da Rk 7-1 Kapco. 1 O -1 
War Pakte. Jeat Mm. 12-1 Hcocy. Tfr-1 Brok Avarwa. 38-1 afters 


2.20 


ARTHUR ELLIOTT MEMORIAL NOVICE 
HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4,200 
added 2m 3f 


1 3J1F- STORM RUN (333) F ‘trefc ' 1 ^ . TJHmfty 

2 4TI22I H0Zai0n5llC3)V»r5ftr4 .. .APUcCoy 

3 jaft. FRENCH BUCK •. ~.,^rCr.-g 7 7 3 . CUawrtf n 

4 600P-1 RDSffil. ISLAND (91 Vr;. = iT3re ft ft . RFanwt 

£ 34CC *WIANTEWl=(SlfC)Bpr''SJ-4c6r9 GSepplel5l 

6 5FCRP CEIZAGK BlFVa-99.Sft ■» BFwcanV 

T ,'iPf-5 PHREAIIX PRNCE |T5) STssKrd *i TC H Jghnaon 

8 «2L- WNEStOLOGY (IMi c ZuaW ? Q : Btadl 


9 -PP40 SANDS POINT (IB) ; R=ra.~ 7 ft I ttOHePM(7)B 

- 9 ftffCtjfU l - 

U«vrvn tea Tin urcsaz Tteys. -Vti- 1 ■’mce M ’.’ft A- 

newtogr S Sma: R&r? 

BETTING: 5J Roaaw Miami 3-1 McJWO. 7-2 Stone Rw. 9-3 French 
Bert. 113 Indira TYmpte IS-1 Mean taea 29-1 aOma 


2.55 


FOWNHOPE SELLING HURDLE (CLASS 
G) £2.400 added 2m 3f 110 yds 


1 UY HARVWSKl (511 (0) : 774, Ml E J *TOa (7) 


2 BRANDON BADGE (131 D GnatfUr f ft ft RSuppfe 

2 =C WXOoeiALfSOJJifcUtaAtoaSftc pifckpeyp) 

4 -v. GRAHSTOWN LAKE (190) Afarron E ft 5 . 

— - UrOMcPhafipl 

9 7-3443 JUST FOR A REASON (9) RJudnfi CC Garylyum 

6 WC54. SAARIMBI RaataCftC . - VSWtery 

7 542 IHaauSCSOWNmURBoacYaac . ILcmrenca 

3 3SV33 WE4QHSL WBE OS) I 8 BF) W5B Ijnn 5 ft S 

.. . . A Thonasn 

3 30 SANSPERE pS) N Qaaa*4 ft n R Thornton (3) 

Z VXZ MAGGIE STRAIT HO) A KrgS t: 7 ROumroody 

rt Pysc WOODLANDS EWRG1 191 PPhthar? Eft- CUmfen 

C CASHTAUACEfFl0ISifttr>p4 7C B GrHBt* f7| 

13 X MRS DRUMMOND 081 G Ifc Caurl 4 PC OBridO«rivr 

BETTING.- t-S Wraftar Wlaa. M My KarrtotkL 5-1 JIM Far A Rsaaen. 
Themes Crown. 7-1 lira Drummond. 8-1 Wbodtends Energy. 10-1 Saafi. 
Ma ggie SftA. 16-1 often 


f o -30’ OVREVOLL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
1°™! F) £4.000 added 2m 

1 2i^r FENWICK (lSimSHaaans ft 20. JH«W(7) 

2 =?-. ODELL (2001 (Dl *. Siiri-' 7 ft 0 NWaramn 

: ftjuj gsMARUHnuDi.'CTwwfr g . ... 

4 RMSCFJfiCK5i:s®)PHQttM7!r2 RDumroodyB 

5 tac- REFLEX HAMMER 014) J rewMTg HSnppto 

6 -J4.-* Ofltsw CHANCE (24J (COf H Haytyr; fr ft i .AMagm 

-6dadMed- 

BETTWG: 2-1 OOaS. 11-4 Famvftk. 9-J Pair Of Jedu, iMS^wRan, 
7-1 Retat H am mer. Deem Chance. 


WOOLHOPE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,100 added 3m1fi10yds 

i »RO PERSIAN VCW (IS) (CD) (BF) K Bodpy 7 n 5 . . 

MrR Wilitay (ft 


4PPU BENBULMNCSn JUArcron 5 Curran 

3 MF: DANZIG ISLAND (30) WJrrtoO VC . TJwtaB 

1 W ~F DOUBLE ACHIEVEMENT (233) U Ppo ? ft C A P McCoy 

' ^“i UR STRONG GALE 1 164) Pftenofcfi ft O TJ Murphy 

C P4t NOOOIS DteEMMA (237) RAkwr 7 U t? . A Thornton 

7 W3 TRMAGE (13) N J Rjrrtrn 9 ft C J Dfltofy 

E It .TU G0WER-SUVE lift P Bc*«i S »? 9 . WUnton 

? 0^1 COUNTRY TOWN (232) A M Jcnro 7 ft 1 SMCNoW 

-•daetoed- 


BETTING W Hi Wrong Gale. 7-2 Qnwer-SkM. S-1 Pomai View. IIJ 
Double AcMmmoi*. 7-1 Dacctg Wand. B-1 NoAM Daerwna. CtRMfy 
Town. 29-1 others 


4.05 


j 


(CLASS D) £3.800 added 2m 11 
’ Fit?;, NORDIC BREEZE |1» |D) URprOftO A P McCoy 

2 ?TCJ DARAKSHAN(1Cni(D|Ur,',Mhntyv5l1> R Dumnod 

1 714 GOLDINGO (2211 rCD) C U Pror ti n 1 . JRKovanag 

* :Ui' PERCY BRAJTHWAJTE 120) P Ahn? r j Ii 0 
b SftiJ EASYUSTE«NG(USA|IIflfDINKiww,ill(i 

MAFfagoro! 

6 Cu0-i EXALTED 115)01 W>«to4 ft n TJw* 

7 640 J*' O MV LOVE (151 ’I PjtWpo £, rj o B Fcnto 

•7dKlarKf. 

Vr^ni/ii «ilM *i M : Tn 'tn:- -v> *r*jH: ■ > hif lore rW fin 

BETTING: 3- i Darekrium. Evallwf. 4- 1 Nerd* Bnrere. Eeay Ltolonlnn, { 
1 Percy ft a fliwode 7-1 GotOogo. SO-1 O My Lora 


RACING RESULTS 


NEWMARKET 

1.30:1.MARi-ELA(CLowftOTi«:-i 2 
Tbm Dougal 33-1 . X Amt And A Leg LC- 1 
29 ran. 6-1 f» Mafame Jones ft*, t* u 
Arnold. Upper Lamaovn) Tote: CiMtC 
C?59a DIM. ES8G OF V&25? CSF. 
£56866. Too Ha won t«. Si®«cr.ol 
2.05; I.IHTIYAT1 (RH«3' v>i . 2. Oanco 

So Sufti) 10-1; G Solo Mto 7-i ‘j,. 4. Hor- 

Koga O-Z SO mn. Hd r* -J 
Arundel) Two: ZZJ3Q- C45U £293 
C22D OF. £24380 CSF EiS^s: ' •:3:‘ 
CU50X) Trio £33360 

205: V DEMOLITION JO I - 
20- 1. 2. The Downtown Foi 25-'. 3 to- 
cturiong 5-1 «. Ponrismo 4--. 1 7 ran 

l •.. sm-h-J -P Eran. vjKi:rdx*L Two. 
C25BO. ODD C36C1 E'sSO £2£ 0 Z* 

CSF. E4237C TrtfaTt CrV-Vf 
£46S£0 NR Derrocr Cksw 

S.10: 1. THE PUZZLER 'Mni-*: 2 

71w Gay Fom H i. 1 AneoBman S *; 4 
Crottam Oawh M-i 18ron. i-JfavGje' 

«; Storm Sht-ha lu Vri hrt ,3 Lpr-- 
bcuml Tofcr. EKED. £431 kV».i £4 i.i 

DF £13730 C207IT 7:<as 

Ti'o £T.Ti»3 

140: 1. JAY41WE-TWO iOnar r.taM.-.-w:’ 
56-1. 2- Comaiche ComponTOn 33-' 3 
Consort B-i. 4. Cybertoctinctagyn * 30 
ran. 6-1 ji Ur Afayn* emrsci Kzurt 
1y fa, . . .. |BirjMU)«r Wir.in.--t-, Tour. 
C3220. £J8D £6?J EStT. *S.«? 0- 
£K*SC CSF £41121 5>i^i7 -.i’-Zer 
TfuJ EIOTPOO loan 4on 

4. IS- 1. BORDER ARROW 

i 2. ARwrahtn 7-a tiu. 3. Bering Gifti 
ip I 22 ran. 3 3' il an 4r 1 « -- 
Tatty CVHG0 c-ADC cira C2 K OF 
£33840 CSF EteWr 1'*-- ETKV. V- 
DnnnrovJina 

4.50:1. SANTILLANA <L Q— ro*. ' ~ ‘.3 
Zugwfl ftC-i GSarefenoorChoRibray 7-1 
7 ran. 7-1 fu >jc rare lilr L . : . ■; -j-;-,- 
aen.Nc^mjtreP Tofa:E4.‘-:fl?tO l 1 .-. 
DF 111630 CC C £54i‘2 
Jackpot riel mm Ipocr >:l LT1T 'C -.v- 
ri«l fiywnri] la Nnrvmj'*-? ■ lay. 

Pbcopot. cr’.Tez-n Quart pot :=?r 
Place 6: CS-W.37 Place S. ievz' 
CATTEHICK 

2.10: 1. REFINED Pi C-lrv'v ■.», 2. 
Cnnri Staffer 8 i 3. Surrenerecai 1 ■ 10 
ran. 3. b il Ciwnm. Her.'r.irr *• Toro 
<T HI £14Q £3KI Ejft.? C- 7- 
C»48 TrCJ-J £15014 Tr-o CV 75 

2.45: 1. ROBIN GOOOFEU.OW >j C-v 
rt-ii 5-1 2. Easier Ood • : 3 Implicitly 
9-1 6 ran. '>4 tw P.ilmnns E-n it n. Z 
2 •' {P Vwlwvu LaT£C..Ti' Toio: L74C 
ciro ci CO c.’Ki df tore c: : = C"-8 - 
Tna CMDC Prrir-Tu 

320- 1 . ALAKOAH iZ ., > i 2. 

Bach Row 4 1 3 Artofty C : 12 ran.: ! ; 
fat 1511, j f* I (A '-.-Tj J..H rj.;* 1 

rvsluri: Tore- If'-Zj. T'T: -:z~ ~ 

cn« CZF uncr Tint LK.i; 

3.50:I JA2ZTRACK.Fm^. j . i>; 2 . , 

Sad Mad Bod 1.1-1 3 Raftbo 4 - 6 ran. 

6-4 Lw Vrti F.fl.iij "T - 1 ‘n 1 : .= Z'\ z 

iV. r’.arr Wntnni Toio- £»** ' 

£120 OF (Stf C--F T4.if.' K- i 

1. SHFOUG Durvv c- ; !. • 

ShrapCreckcr 1.3 LaTizrana r 7 13 : 
mSlhl IBH4-- L.mocjn. Tote , 

crc'j ci:o £js c c- l»k cl- i 

£«7T Iw £1,30 «.-r u ^jw.i st -"a-. '. ! 
pm rtre-r"}- miumi i.-.i rmr 1 

5. CO: I. WHrTLEY GRANGE BOY _ 1 
Ctvir»Ji»i ;-o-i 2 Pietro Bembo u-* 3 I 
Koum of Dreams • 4 fhccariorv: ' 19 j 
ran i: » ,1 - jr 7 n.P«: 5 2 j =,-• 5 ; 
riv.^., Tote. cifti;. £2bi trK ci-ft ; 

c* cwjo cv rr-jTjs- T„ ;ira;C1 :.- :£ . ! 

Tr-o Ci^/4.3 r&irt »-y.j i 


SJ30. 1. OBSESSED I* Ocriftr! 9 fl fav. 
2. men Pass/ rc. 3. Roush Pitot 23- » 9 
ran. S»- hi 7 |V S'MS. Newmarhfn T«K 
£:6C E:‘C£14CT2'3 V Z3 ft! CSF. £351 
Trra E12E3 

PtocepoL- CA34iO OuodpoL ££533 
Place fl- £3£i7Z Pfaca 5: £HT4C 

TAUNTON 

1.4S 1. GRAY PASTEL -A ?L*^cy. 6-1. 

2. Southern Clvof "7 ’ 3 . Afctanaeto ‘3-2 
10 ran. i j , 1 ' Ttto; &::»?. £:« 

£■- z-- :s- ^ r .*:£ 

2 .20- 1. NORTHERN DRUMS -6 P'.ta 
C i '.-i. 2. V.'ocdsock vran do rcr 7- ; 

3. Briqflt Edri»C i: ‘ 1 1 ran. 7 nr ( V 
Pc:. Tote i.T~ £X lid ’s IF Cbti 

■: • - z-zz2 T -v/ a-: tz; ' < vtzlz 

2 55 I. DANGER BABY -a J MsGov. 
*.- ?r-. 't.. 2 Dceybcrg ■’ .’ 3. Abevsrd 
■-■/. ,v 6 ran. "• - r :tx~ . Tb!c EiSC. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Generosity 
(Newmarket 3.45) 

NB: Green Card 
(Newmarket 2.35) 


3 30- 1 LONfCERA <4 :r :*-Tt^i ft 1 
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FOOTBALL 

Violence by 
Boro fans 
condemned 

Sunderland’s chief executive, 
John Fkkiing, has criticised 
Middlesbrough fans who at- 
tacked the Sunderland team 
coach after Wednesday’s Coca- 
Cola Cup third-round tie at the 
Riverside Stadium. 

As the Sunderland coach ap- 
proached the AI9 out of town 
it was attacked with stones and 
lumps of concrete, which left 
many windows and the wind- 
screen of the coach shattered. 
Fielding said: “Wfe are very, very 
shocked at the violence and 
magnitude of tbe attack on 
the Sunderland team bus last 
night Someone could very eas- 
ily been seriously injured” 

Middlesbrough won the 
North-east derby 2-0 and now 
face Bolton Wanderers at home 
in the next round 

Gianluca Vtalli has vowed 
never to lose his control again 
after bis first red card in Eng- 
lish football. Chelsea's veteran 
Italian striker lashed out with 
his elbow against Blackburn’s 
Swiss defender, Stgphane Hen- 
eftoz, during Wednesday’s 
Coca-Cola tie at S tamf ord 
Bridge. Despite finishing with 
IQ men, Chelsea won 4-1 on 
penalties after a 1-1 draw. U I de- 
served to go,” Vialli said “I 
used my elbows and that is not 
acceptable. At my age I should 
know better, and it will not hap- 
pen again. Now I have to wait 
to see what my punishment is.” 

Ruud Gullit, Chelsea’s play- 
er-manager, has ruled out an 
immediate move into the trans- 
fer market to replace Gustavo 
Poyet, the Uruguayan mid- 
fielder who will miss the rest of 
the season after snapping his 
cruciate ligaments on Wfednes- 
day. “I have a big squad and 
loads of players coming back 
from injury, so I still have 
enough options,” he said 

COCA-COLA CUP FourttHoand dnnr 
Leeds v Renting, Mddtosbrnugh w Baton, 
Owbaa vSoutrwrrtm. Dorty vNmc8s> 

tfeVfest Ham vWbis^ Liverpool v Grims- 
by Araenaiv Conway OMnd y (pswtti 


iraenai v ixwrnry, uajra v ipswnen, — • ■■ ■ -- ■ ■ — 1 ■ — ■- — — — — — — — - — - . 

tobapbuedunekuunmiKkiB T7No- Back on his feet: Paul Gascoigne’s display against Italy has alerted Premiership clubs Photograph: Jasper Juinen/Reuters 



Two sides to the 
Gascoigne story 




1 




Paul Gascoigne could be 
on his way back south of 
the border. Phff Show 
questions whether the 
England midfielder could 

still hack it consistently 

in the Premiership. 


Paul Gascoigne’s display in 
Rome last Saturday dearly re- 
vived Premiership interest in 
tbe man-child who was once the 
English game’s most coveted 
talent It may not be too cyni- 
cal to suggest that it also pre- 
sented a window of opportunity 
for Rangers to recoup their 
money on a player whose im- 
pact has been less than 
Olympian this season. 

The admission by Rangers’ 
chairman, David Murray, that 
they could be ready to listen to 
offers provided coded confir- 
mation that the Scottish cham- 
pions have dedded the moment 
is right to sell Gascoigne. 

South of the border, how- 
ever, his stock is higher than at 
any time since his last game for 
an En glish club. That was the 
1991 FA Cup final, in which his 
contribution to Tottenham's 
success was curtailed by a seri- 
ous injury sustained in the act 
of scything into a Nottingham 
Forest player. 

The evidence ofhis most re- 
cent visit to Wembley, for the 
4-0 rout of Moldova, and of the 
crucial draw with Italy which 
followed suggested tbe 30- 
year-old Geordie was back to, 
or at least approaching, his 
best 

A more wide-ranging ap- 
praisal indicates that Aston 
Villa. Spurs, Crystal Palace and 
other potential purchasers 
might be playing with fire in a 
firework factory. Now in his 
third season with Rangers, hav- 
ing extended his contract dur- 
ing tbe summer, Gascoigne 
has failed to exert the influence 
that marked Ins first two years 


and remains troubled by tem- 
peramental problems. 

When be arrived in Glasgow 

for£42min 1995, Wowing two 
fitful campaigns with Lazio, 
there were question marts 

. . i . HVC 


3-1 deficit into a 4-3 win a t Hi- 
ber nian, has his input butuedc^ . 


physical and mental well-being 
in the frenzied, attritional Scot- 
ia* game. Tbe behavioural Hips 

have been mostly minor, such as 

tbe rime he butted an opponent 

m the stomach or brandished tbe 

yellow card at the referee. 

If the beating he inflicted on 
his wife, Sheryl, was sympto- 
matic of a much darker malaise, 
the penultimate game of his 
first Rangers campaign offered 
compelling evidence as to why 

the dub were prepared to stand 

by their man. Gascoigne scored 
a stunning hat-trick against 
Aberdeen to clinch the title; for 
an institution obsessed with 
equalling Celtic's nine consec- 
utive cham pionships, suds feats 
overrode other considerations. 

Including, it seemed. 
Rangers’ wretched showing in 
Europe. In that first year at 
Ibrox, when be could oot inspire 
his new team to a single victo- 
ry in six Champions’ League fix- 
tures, Gascoigne was sent off at 
Dortmund. Last year, when 
they won one and lost five, he 
took an even earlier bath in 
Amsterdam against Ajax. 

This season, as they con- 
trived to get knocked out of two 
Continental cups in a month, he 
came perilously dose to an un- 
enviable hat-trick. A reckless 
tackle on a Gothenburg player 
had the referee reaching for ted, 
onty to have second thoughts as 
Gascoigne helped up his victim. 

Nor has he imposed himself 
on the domestic front in tbe way 
Murray and his manager, Wal- 
ter Smith, might have hoped 
during the absence through ill- 
ness of Rangers’ one truly 
world-class player, Michael 
Laudrup. Only once, when he 
scored with an exquisite curl- 
ing free-kick to help turn a 


theim. 

little Moldova. 

Whether Rangeis 
wanted to tie him to the 
or were seeking to insOTe.vS 
against his leaving as a free^J 
agent next year under, 
Bosnian ruling must nomi» ^ 
open to question- Of course it 
could be that he is no longer ? 
stimulated by the Scottish; ? 
scene; John Collins and fiaiV-V 
van Hooijdonk are among y 
those who have left complaHt- i 
mg about the boredom factor ^ 
in playing certain clubs as many J ‘ 
as five or sis times a season. 

Amid all tbe midfield 
drones in modern-day foot- - 4 . 
ball, an old-fashioned play- * 
maker who can pass a ball as V 
accurately and imaginatively - 
as he can* should always be an ~ 
asset. More to the point, bis 
mentor figure. Glenn Hoddle, u\ 
has reputedly advised him to n> 
turn ha order to hone' his act for- r j 
next year's World Cup-Soak. 

But there must be somq-ffc] 
doubt as to whether Gascoigne,/ 
even in bis new slim-line image, ’ . i 
could hack it consistently in fix; \ 
foreigner-enhanced Premier- .: i* 
ship. In the four high-in tens- ir 
ty club games be played prior 
to Rome, against fFKGothen- J 
burg and Strasbourg, he wasim- y 
able to impose his skills. ~ ~ h 

Instead of enhancing his 
claims to play alongside Raul '• 
luce and David Batty al the 
heart of the national side, ex- V. 
posure to tbe greater depth of ;; 
quality in England could ar- -> 
guabty undermine them. . 

And if it is so hard for Gas^ j 
coigne to live in Scotland with 
the tabloid intrusion of wbicML 1 
he often complains, a, trifle - 
richly, it will be intriguing to see 
how those who are willing to , 
pay Rangers’ £4m asking price 
plus a king's ransom in wages 
propose to protect him from the 
paparazzi in the capital or the ' 
Second City. 


NON-LEAGUE NOTEBOOK 


Financial crisis threatens Hereford’s future 


should have told the fans why I left, says Keegan 


When Hereford United were 
relegated from (he Football 
League in May, they were hop- 
ing to follow in tbe bootsteps 
of Lincoln City and Colchester 
United, who both won promo- 
tion from the GM Vauxhall 
Conference at the first attempt. 

Instead, to their fans’ hor- 
ror, they are in danger of em- 
ulating Newport County, who 
suffered a financial collapse fol- 
lowing the drop out of the 
League in 1988 and were un- 
able to complete their first 
season in the “fifth division.” 

A fans' forum this week 
was shocked to be told that 
players and administrative staff 

had not been paid for a month. 
Last night the supporters were 
given the chance to help Unit- 
ed, when another public meet- 
ing was held to tty to secure 


financial support for the be- 
leaguered Edgar Street dub. 

Pieter Hill, the Hereford 
chairman, has blamed a num- 
ber of factors for his club’s 
plight. “At the end of last sea- 
son we knew we needed to find 
between £7 50,000 and 
£900,000,” he said yesterday. 
“Then we discovered that were 
getting only 50 per cent of the 
Football League’s television 

money -we were expecting 100 
per cent in our first season out- 
side the League. Then a trans- 
fer tribunal priced Dean Smith 
at £42^00 - we were expecting 
at least £150,000 from Leyton 
Orient. Then the bank reduced 
our overdraft limit-” 

It got worse. Hereford need 
an average gate of 5,000 to 
break even - and crowds arc 
down to 2,000. “There are no 


Al Fayeds here,” Hill said, “rm 
just a normal football director.” 

Hereford hope to move to 
anew stadium by tbe end of the 
century, but they will not net all 
the proceeds of the sale of 
Edgar Street because the 
ground is council-owned. They 
have, however, had a loan of 
£500.000 to keep them going 
from the property developers 
Bristol Stadium Group, from 
whom they are now seeking a 
further loan. Their bank has 
also agreed 10 pay the wagebill 
this week. 

Hereford still iatend to 
maintain a full-time playing 
staff this term, and Smith is 
hoping ro bring up to five new 
directors on board soon. 
“There is some light at the end 
of the tunnel,” he said. 

- Rupert Metcalf 


Kevin Keegan says his 
greatest regret about 
leaving Tyneside was 
that he never told the 
fans why. 

Derrick Whyte heard 
Newcastle's former 
manager talk yesterday 
about life at St James' 
Park. 


When Kevin Keegan left New- 
castle* in January bis only ex- 
planation came in a brief 
statement in which be said that 
be had taken the dub as far as 
be felt he could. 

It has since emerged, how- 
ever, that the former England 
striker, now Fulham's chief op- 
erating officer, felt forced out 


by the money men who gave 
him an ultimatum to sign a new 
two-year deal or leave the dub. 

Yesterday, speaking at the 
offidal launch ofhis autobiog- 
raphy, Keegan admitted he 
wished he bad handled his de- 
parture better. In particular he 
regretted not having told the 
dub's supporters why he was 
walking out. 

“Looking back I maybe 
should have done what I did 
when 1 quit the dub as a play- 
er back in the 1980s,” he said. 
“Then we announced that I was 
going on my birthday in Feb- 
ruary and that 1 would retire at 
the end of the season. That was 
the way we handled things 
then. We didn’t keep it quiet but 
opened everything up to the 
fans. 

“As a manager I did it when 
we sold Andy Cole. I went down 


the steps to tell them why we 
were selling him when we could 
have sneaked out the back 
door. I just wish that 1 had done 
that and let them know in ad- 
vance that I was going to go at 
the end of the season. 

“Then I could have helped 
in finding the new manager, al- 
though Kenny Dalglish would 
have been my first choice by a 
million miles in any case. But 
I do regret what happened.” 

Keegan added that the re- 
sponse from Newcastle fans 
since the serialisation of his 
book had been overwhelming- 
ly positive. 

“Most of them have written 
to me thanking me for the job 
I did and wishing me good luck 
at Fulham,” Keegan said 

“That’s the response I ex- 
pected because they know bow 
bard we worked as a team to 


bring the club to where we left 
it. When I came in and brought 
Terry McDermott in with me, 
it really was a sleeping giant, on 
the verge of relegation. 

“Sir John Hall said the club 
would probably fold if we went 
down, although I don’t think the 
fans would have allowed that. 
But we took it on from there 
and went on to challenge the 
best dubs in the Premiership 
and brought in players the fans 
would only have dreamed of 
having.” 

However Keegan's rela- 
tionship with Sir John appears 
to have been fatally breached 
by his departure. 

“I spoke to him once, on the 
phone, six weeks after I left and 
he said we'd go out for a meal 
when I came back home,” said 
Keegan, who went to Florida in 
the days after he left St James’. 


“But he's never got back ini 
touch. We haven’t fallen out : 
though - you can’t fall out witb:dhj. 
somebody you never talk to. 9 '* >■' 

Meanwhile, the Newcastle 
striker Ian Rush is back on the 
goals trail - something which 
might worry his fonner dub 
Leeds when the Magpies visit 
Elland Road tomorrow. 

The Welsh international j 
striker, who scored his first 
goal for Newcastle against Hull ■ 
City in the Coca-Cola Cup on 
Wednesday, would love to score 
again at the weekend to cele- - 
brate next Monday , $36th birth- ■ 
day, but he said: “I have 
nothing to prove to them. And, 
now after finally opening my i 
count for Newcastle the pres- 
sure is off, and I can realty look ■; 
forward to going back.” 


BASEBALL 

Cleveland 
clinch upset 

Tbe Cleveland Indians, the 
team most thought would be a 
soft touch in the post-season, 
are heading to the Worid Series 
for the second time in three 
years. The Indians made it to 
the Series against the Florida 
Marlins by beating the Balti- 
more Orioles, 1-0, on an 1 1 th- 
inning home run by Tony 
Fernandez on Wednesday. 

The closeness of the contest 
was typical of the American 
League Championship Series 
series, which Cleveland cap- 
tured 4-2, the margin of victory 
in each game being one run. 

Fernandez was the latest in 
a string of play-off heroes for 
the Indians, but be played only 
because he accidentally hit tbe 
regular second baseman, Bip 
Roberts, on the hand in prac- 
tice, forcing him to pull out. 

It proved to have been a 
happy accident when Fernan- 
dez hit a two-out home run off 
Armando Benitez in the lop of 
the 11th inning for the game’s 
onty ran. “I just tried to drive 
the bail and I got h into the 
right place in the park,” he said. 

The Worid Series begins in 
Miami on Saturday. 


British sides’ failure adds to sense of meaninglessness for WCC 


There is a part of the 
world that is playing no 
part in the final of the 
Visa World Club 
Championship in 
Auckland today. Dave 
Hadfidd looks at the 
ramifications of the lack 
of any British 
involvement in what was 
concaved as one of 
international rugby 
league's big events. 


Mgr friends in New Zealand 
thought it was some sort of 
elaborate hoax when I told 
them 1 was still coming here for 
the final of the Worid dub 
Championship. 

“Strewth,” said one, “that 
means there's one more person 
interested in it in Britain titan 
there is here." That is a slight 
exaggeration, but this morning’s 
climax of the competition has 
hardly set pulses raring, either 
in New Zealand or in Australia, 
the home base of the two fi- 
nalists. There was not, for in- 
stance, a single word about it 
in either of Sydney's main dai- 
ly papers - one of them 


Murdoch-owned - yesterday. 

It would have been different 
in New Zealand if the Auckland 
Warriors had made it to the fi- 
nal, as they almost did in a stir- 
ring semi in Brisbane. But the 
thing that has fatally weak- 
ened the credibility of the com- 
petition from the start has been 
tbe failure of British teams to 
perform. 

It is fair to say that tbe rep- 
utation of the British game 
has never been lower in the 
southern hemisphere. You can 
guarantee a good laugh in bars 
in Sydney or Auckland by 
merely mentioning the names 
of some our leading dub sides. 

The strange thing is that 
there has not been a commen- 
surate rise in the standing of Su- 
per League in Australasia. We 
might be greatly impressed tty 
what Brisbane, Gronulla and 
the rest have done to our best 
rides, but it cuts little ice here. 
Victories in the WCC arc seen 
as cheap and meaningless and 
certainty not as constituting 
an argument for the viability of 
Australian Super League as a 
stand-alone entity. 

Yet both semi-finals, al- 
though sparsely attended, were 
gripping contests. In addition, 
there is the compelling story of 


the Hunter Mariners, the 
doomed dub that has somehow 
reached today's final, and their 
success comes close to finding 
a justification for the whole af- 
fair. If Australians krve a battler, 
then they should have taken the 
Mariners to their hearts. So 
deep is the disillusionment run- 
ning through the game, how- 
ever, that their achievement 
remains generally unrecorded. 

If the competition has been 
a disappointment in the south- 
ern hemisphere, it has been lit- 
tle short of a disaster in the 
north. No less a drum beater 
than the Rugby League's chief 
executive, Maurice Lindsay, has 
admitted that it has damaged the 
game's credibility in a way that 
will not be easy to repair. 

The problem is this. We 
have been assured so often 
that the combined effect of Su- 
per League, summer rugby and 
full-time professionalism has 
raised standards behind recog- 
nition that most people believed 
it. Then along comes the WCC, 
which, to put it at its most char- 
itable, throws that contention 
into severe doubL 

There are people who were 
happily going to domestic 
matches before the WCC. be- 
lieving that they were seeing 


rugby league played to a high 
level, but who have stopped go- 
ing, realising now that what they 
were seeing was entertaining 
but inferior. 

One of the most depressing 
aspects of the whole business 
has been the way that Australian 
players and coaches who know 
better have continually parrot- 
ed the party line that the game 
in Britain has leapt ahead. The 
hard evidence says otherwise 
and that is something that has 
all manner of consequences. 

It was no coincidence that 
News Corporation began their 
rumblings about how their 
money was being spent imme- 
diately after the group stages of 
the WCC had drawn attention 
to the true state of affairs. 

And now, of course, blame 
has to be laid. Lindsay has 
placed it squarely on the shoul- 
ders of British players, accus- 
ing them of not being as 
professional or dedicated as 
their Australian counterparts. 

There is some truth in this. 
The way that too many players 
are full-time professionals in 
name only showed m the em- 
barrassing lack of appetite and 
application in some matches. 
Butwfio has been better placed 
than Lindsay over the last few 



Auckland^ Stephen Kearney grapples with St Helens' Keiron 
CirafoghamatKnowsley Road in June Photograph: Allsport 


years to see the warning signs 
and act on them? 

That process has now begun, 
notably through Joe Lydon’s 
recommendations, which, if 
followed in spirit as well as the 
letter, should restore some of 
the hunger to British domestic 
competition. 

If standards can be rased suf- 
ficiently, there is still the germ 


of a good idea in the d£bfide of 
the WCC As a top four play-off 
involving the best of British 
and the leading sides from a uni- 
fied Australian competition, it 
would have hopes of becoming 
a annual highlight In the mean- 
time, the general indifference to 
events in Auckland today is the 
price to be paid for the British 
failure to meet the challenge. 


End in sight to 
great divide 

The 24-year war between the 
governing bodies running pro- 
fessional and amateur 'rugby 
league in Britain finalty showed 
signs of ending yesterday. ^ 

Bitter wrangling that h&9 
racked the sport since amateur’ 
officials broke awayto set up the 
British Amateur Rugby league 
Association (Barla) in 1973 was 
cast aside at a historic meeting 
at the Posthouse Hotelin Brig- 
house, West Yorkshire. 

The first step towards re- 
unification was taken when Sir 
Rodney Walker, chairman of the 
Rugby Football League -and 
his Barla counterpart, Mike 
Morrissey, put tbeir signatures 
to a partnership agreement set- 
ting up a Joint Policy Boar! \ 

Sir Rodney will chair’ the 

new board, which will comprise 
five members of Baria and an 
equal number of RFL repre- 
sentatives. 

• Bradford Bulls prop Brian 
McDermott has been called 
into tbe Great Britain squad far 
next month’s British Gas Tfest 
senes against Australia. The27- 
year-old front-row forward has 
been added following the re- 
fosai of Western Suburbs to re- 
tease former Leeds and Wtdoes 
forward Harvey Howard. 
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Quins make 
domestic title 

top priority 


Harlequins’ defeat at 
Munster m rugby union's 
Heineken Cup last week 
raised spectres of the 
i^past, when sides rarely 
v" strung together 
consistent 

performances, but their 
director of coaching, 
Andy Keast, says 
those ghosts have 
been exorcised, as 
David UeweOyn heard. 


It has been an unhappy week 
for Harlequins. They found 
nothing amusing in Limerick 
where Munster upset their 
rhythm and consigned the Cos- 
mopolitans to second place in 
their Heineken European Cup 
pool, thereby denying them 
valuable home advantage in the 
q uar ter- finals 

^ When Lhe draw was made, 
’nas became worse - Toulouse, 
the European and French 
champions, whose season is 
just getting into gear. On their 
home turf at Les Sept-Deniere 
they may not be invincible - 
Leicester have proved that al- 
ready this season - but they will 
not roll over. 

“We will be going there in- 
tending to carry on tr ying to play 
the kind of rugby we have been 
working at,” said Andy Keast. 
their astute director of rugby. “If 
we can't beat them playing the 
style of rugby that suits us, 
then we will never beat them." 

At least Harlequins have 
yme breathing space as far as 
European competition is con- 
cerned. This weekend English 
dubs resume their interrupted 
domestic campaign in the caul- 
dron of intensity that is the 
AIKed Dunbar Premiership, and 
Keast insists that the Premier- 
ship is where their ambitions lie. 

His statement that “Europe 
was never a goal of ours, it was 
merely something we used as a 
' stage to practise and create a 
certain type of play for us to 
take into the league," needs 
something to help it down, so 
hard is it to swallow. 

^ji ■ But the 35-year-old Devon- 
j&n isnoglib rap artist. He is a 


no frills man, a straight talker, 
and the claim makes more 
sense when juxtaposed with 
what he has to say about the 
league. “We would like to gel 
some consistency in the Allied 
Dunbar Premiership. That is 
what we are striving for. Be- 
cause of rhat there was no 
pressure on the players in the 
Heineken Qip, although it is. 
good to be in the quarter-final." 

Unfortunately, it does not 
get any better for Quins. They 
may only have to travel a short 
distance up the Chertsey Road 
to tackle Richmond, but they 
must do so without key players. 
Their goal-kicker supreme, 
Thierry Lacroix, flanker Lau- 
rent Cabanncs and the power- 
ful prop Massimo Cuttitta will 
be absent, on duty for France 
and Italy in the Latin Cup, 
which wfll keep them out next 
weekend as well when Quins 
face Sale at The Stoop . 

Keast, though, is not undu- 
ly worried. “The guys I have in 
mind to bring in to the side are 
up to the job," he said. “I have 
no worries. They may not be 
high profile stars or house- 
hold names but they are still 
very talented players.” 

He does admit though that 
both those matches represent 
a critical period if Harlequins 
are to emerge as front runners 
in the Premiership. “Ideally 
we have to win both games, and 
we are quite capable of that," 
he acknowledged, “but it won't 
be the end of our season if we 
lose either or both. Munster was 
one bad week. Until then we 
had got into the winning habit" 

The side will not be an- 
nounced until tomorrow, but 
the likely lads include Rob 
Liley, a possible replacement 
for Lacroix, or his squad rival 
Paul Challinor; the back row 
specialist Gareth Affison, an ag- 
gressive, fdtilful player who may 
well stand in for the brilliant Ca- 
bannes, and, in the front row, 
the Fijian Daniel Rouse, who 
holds an English passport, or 
Allan Ozdemir. 

This home guard, as it were, ; 
has an unenviable task. The sue- j 
cess of Harlequins’ whole sea- | 
son could stand or fall on their ; 
performance without the bulk j 
of their foreign legion. 


HOCKEY 


England hit by injuries 


England go to Germany this 
weekend for training games 
a gains t Germany in preparation 
for their matches against 
Olympic silver medallists. 
South Korea, at Milton Keynes 
National Stadium on 30 Octo- 
/Ater and 1 November. 

' ■ They will be without Jo 
^ Mould, who is recovering from 


a knee operation, and TTna 
Cullen (back) and Lisa 
Copeland (hamstring) have 
withdrawn. Hilary Rose, the 
goalkeeper, is also missing. 

ENGLAND SQUAD; M CloukMt J Eomaotl 
(bah CanMtuy), L CulBtad, T Mtar (brth 
CBtcn Lfc). C 

C Vbssfol JBfcnson {Loumbonxrti 

Swa K Brown. J SmRh, M Metals 
M Dwias. J Sbcknritfi (both Sutton Como). 

-BMCoMB 



The changing face of cricket's headquarters; building work continued (above) at Lonfr yesterday on the new Grand Stand. When the structure is 
completed (artist's impression, below right) it will add 2,000 to the ground’s overall capacity. The new media centre (below left) will eventually 
provide facilities for 240 broadcasters and journalists. It will be completed in time for the 1999 World Cup Main photograph: Tommy Hindley 

Future begins to take shape at Lord’s 


Construction work on an 
impressive replacement 
for the Grand Stand and 
a futuristic media centre 
has reduced Lord's, the 
spiritual home of 
cricket, to a building site 
once again. 

The projects will 
complete the current 
phase of development, 
as Jon Cuiley discovered. 


The approach of the 21st cen- 
tury has reduced Lord’s, the 
210-year-old spiritual home of 
cricket, to the status of a build- 
ing site. 

With Lhe simultaneous con- 
struction of a futuristic media 
centre and of a replacement for 
the old Grand Stand - opposite 
the Mound Stand - the ground 
has, not for the first time, been 
taken oyer by diggers, trucks 
and cranes, many of which will 
remain on the premises for 
moch of the next 12 months. 

The framework of the new 


structure's second tier is visible 
now, advancing the £13.5m 
project towards completion by 
next June's Test match against 
South Africa. At more than 
double the cost of the impres- 
sive Mound, which was opened 
for the Bicentenary celebrations 
10 years ago. the stand will 
house 6.500 spectators, adding 
Z000 to the venue's overall ca- 
pacity. It wiD, in time, benefit 
from a roof. 

The media centre, early il- 
lustrations of which resembled 
to some a spaceship and to oth- 


ers a giant metal gherkin, wfll 
appear piece by piece at the 
Nursery End during the course 
of next summer. 

The first building in the 
world, It is believed, to be 
made largely of aluminium, 
the £4m capsule is being as- 
sembled in a shipyard in Fal- 
month and will arrive at Lord's 
in sections, transported by for- 
ty. Once complete - in time for 
the 1999 World Cup - it wfll 
provide a vantage point for 240 
broadcasters and journalists, 
compared with the 100 who can 


be accommodated in the exist- 
ing press box. The NatWest 
bank is giving £2.6m towards 
the new centre, which will bear 
its name. 

An MCC spokesman, Chris 
Rea. said: “Alter the ECB [Eng- 
land Cricket Board] offices, the 
indoor school and the new shop, 
these projects will complete the 
current phase of development. 

“ WeVe got construction ve- 
hicles taking up much of the 
nursery and part of the outfield. 
It wfll be a relief when the place 
is finally cleared up." 



CRICKET 

Pakistan may 
pick three 
spinners 

The second Test match 
between Pakistan and 
South Africa is likely to 
be dominated by spin. 
Henry Bbfetd, reporting 
from Lahore, says the 
prospects of a victory 
for either side look slim. 


By a strange coincidence Test ■* 
cricket returns to the small but 
cosy ground at Shefkbupura. 20 - 
miles out in the Lahore suburbs, - 
on identical dates to its inau- 
gural match 12 months ago, -- 
when Pakistan played Zim- * 
babwe. Sadly, the pitch looks as 1 
if it will be as lifeless and bor- " 
ing as that in Rawalpindi, 
where the First Test ended last 
week in a draw. 

It wfll not therefore be quite ■ 
the blow it might have been to 
both Pakistan and South Africa r 
that the leading fast bowler on 
either side, Allan Donald and 
Waqar Younis, are unlikely to 
play: 

Donald has already been 
ruled out with a sore quadnicep 
muscle in his left thigh while 
'Rfaqar is nursing a painful left 
beet To set against this Pakistan ‘ 
have chosen Wasim Akram - 
Saeed Anwar wfll still captain 
the side -who has been out with 
his shoulder for six months, but 
this is seen more as a rehabili- 1 
tafion match far ten and it sun- 
likely that he will bowl flat-ouL - 

The most significant selec- 
tion has been Pakistan’s indu- • 
sion of 23-year-old leg spinner, 
Ali Rizvi, and one gathers it is 
their intention to play all three 
spinners. 

Rizvi took 1 1 wickets against : 
South Africa for the Pakistan ■■ 
Board XI in their first match of 
the tour in Karachi. Rizvi, who 
hyaD accounts gives the ball quite ■ 
a flip, is likely to come in for 
Waqar white ^fasim wiD take the 
place of either Mohammad 
Yfasim nr Mo hamm ad Ramzan. 

Rw South Africa, Donald's 
place seems certain to go to the 
all-rounder, Lance Klusener, 
.who bowls right handed and bats 
left, while the spinner Paul 
Adams will come in for the 
seamer Brett Schultz, who has 
flown home with a shoulder in- 
jury. One other change may be 
forced on South Africa as David 
Richardson, their 38-year-old 
wicket-keeper, has a hamstring 
problem. Just in case, the South 
Africans have already flown in 
Mark Boucher, a 20-year-old 
who plays for Border. 

From the look of the pitch, 
the bookies would not want to 
offer worthwhile odds against 
a draw. That was the result a 
year ago in a match made re- 
markable by Whsim Akram 's 
batting. Pakistan were still 37 
for 7 in reply to Zimbabwe's 375 
when Wfosim who finished with 
257 not out, and Saqlain Musb- 
taq, 79, put on a record 313 for 
the eighth wicket - a partner- 
ship which also tells a depress- 
ing but all too familiar story 
about the pitch. 


&PORTIN G DIGEST 


ican football 

tend Mortarchs have elected 
one erf their flue 1996 horns 
tB t mhgharrfe Alexander Sta- 

OKI at nruefctl PfltaM Hid 


-istote Ashton Gate. 

BidmlvtePn 

DANISH 

C rwwiwificbj J5-7 

(Ena) n-2 ti-s 

Baseball 

ABSBCAN LEAGUE 

Ctafendl BaHmom 0 

tfcBMWM free Florida *ta*w« 

am Mtodd S«fos tMgrnmg to t#- 

atf&utAynp# ^ 

Bowls . - 

BUM CARE HOMES 

“ tenad rouatfc AThcnuon gw 
km part 7-1 ML GiW 
(Htftr49T?«0 Gotifor (Sco) 

rV< 2 ) MM . 

inyans, Thomas Odoyo and ixiy 

.wed a recortf.stand but Pte 
jsl to Zimbabwe by sewn w<:*- 
the PreskJenft Cup'tfEnattons 

merttj in flatotiyestadH*. Odoyo 



alcourtriee. 

>orrs cup tahwtkms tour- 

woo by savsn wfctets. 
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Cycling 
T0UB OF PCDHONT 



3CCER PtajHJfl ' 

CcMxTfcu*Q0»OV4**v 

- - " : 2 Dfa- 


i 1 (Colorado wrin serin M and pky 
wntnhteOwnpcrttt*) match stmt 
ton DC^n 39 October} 


Football 

MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 
Eaattm Cottar ' 

jnptonPC Utd 1 

he Bon 

taN g M 

ttedlum, Vtesttngtnn 

WEDNESBATS LATE RESULTS: Coc^Cota 

CusTbMroutaCtebsai aaettunlfaT- 

areas teas; Ctateae mont -lon 

saatsssjasgse.ua 

sHbSasra&s ggss 

Hah Coca-Cola Cup «aw*4nafc Abentosn 1 
DureteUWfad 3. Usfa Cup FWiwndncj 


MJ9J* I f || 

Printer ekmhsk twnop Auddantl* FdeU&f h 
GamstioRitfiOGubdairtFIntONMao&ad- 
tord mo Easreootf-fawn t Dr Manana League 
Saajbeai DlvWon; BNdodt2i«ruy3; ttaV 
tartTStomM Oi NwpartAre 1 
pgLitoe ZBPdlAnd^ flh i M on; TC War<*g(3 

PaoMmngtraOlFtetrxaiOVSRuflpyaSoi; 

UowGiwn 2. MMtai ittaBJ" 


V/ek vtan&tnnnnn Nottara UowRnt 
DM»tac Norttwtaio n i Ccnaoti i mwta 
LMgut of huMnd Quid Cto Quota FUat 
Hone Fana Ewnon 3 CabhRKna«B 2 (bed . 
WhMtonind Kent Ini Rrat DivUcn: 
Cmnrbury 0 Tirt*<Jge wn D: 8 hnppey usd 
S Ded lorn Z GMarUngua at VMw Cup 
ft* land, MIkFHS ItfeWOMt 1; 
ftiNKfcr 1 CUnmtfvn t Nuflomatua Msb 
Gw^HmnecniiAlltoMDM 


Golf 


t La 




EBstWgn d PonHna League Rot I . 

HiUnW 0 Ottam t Second DMaioK 
Bun*qr 4 BamatayO, noctvMe 2 Wrmtfwn 1 ; 

Siuostuy 2 'ftrt 0; Stociport 3 SxMetj Uid 

A TMrd DnMon: Ctaw 2 Vtttaal S Scar- 
baouahOSoMtxxpa 3; WlBvtS Boy Z Asou 
ln« UT»nr» Oronm loo Ftr»t KvMon: Lirton 
iOamon 4 :CbdardUrd 4 ChBtas 1 :r ’ 


aomaa Uwd« 2 > 0 Ktt 3 : Pvna 2 Bsri 1 Gap- 
nu USV DudburgO Hna ttostock 

UKtaerstaufefnSAmhVBUMr l;BMrn 
Mutch 3 Vffi Stutnrt JL Bt*t*ata kHnCrntv 
SEED Motai lOtOdi Leva: Uacn 
DoeancHam 8 


jLuAl—Al 

L W uPi 

fin 


RotMdJn 2 t Rota JC Kdmde 2 PW 


manca D Ovtodo2: Rod 9 kMM 2I RNtaWao 
1 ; Depcrttvo La Ciauta 1 UdadaH 9; Bpan- 
i^^ono Reel Madrid a 


fixtures 


Football 

r JO unless stood 

nattokwide football LEAGUE 

SECOND DIVISION 

Bristol CSy v York (7A5) 

CariMa v Preston (7J5}- 


BL UMBWO TROPHY Fnstquafi fytng 
round: Moor a«Bn V Meretone; Paget 
Rangare v Bteton ( 7 . 45 ). 

UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES 
icAGUE ftOBtiW DMflio« StBWtB & 
LJoyds C8*5T v Mntew Btoctatow. 
UARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRE- 
iaND Premier DMstan: Drogheda V 
gtomick ftoww (7MS): Sheboume v 
Sfeb fever? (745} 

Rugby Union 

gCOTTSH INTEMBTHCTCMAM^ 
l0MS HIft Scottsh Bortare v Cdedonla 
/jr KvenUo. Jaftugty 


Ice hockey 

ra*SONAW)HHX$SCUP&*rt»4L 
tatfirattac aaffieU SBotorev CareWD*#- 

9s(73A 

Basketball 

BU D i Ha l bm LEAGUE ItendiaalerGtejU 
rGam Crystal Paface ( 7 SU; ITT LAE 


woven 

LfiOpwcB 


BeatsvAddre 
POL 


London 


Speedway 

ZSPiam iaMBd 

CRAVBi SHOD fiat round oMond 
BefcVuapqvSwMonfQ- 

YOUNG SHIELD Semi-ftoal first logs fi>- 
Itogd * Long EaKn 
U8XVBXML: EsuJdnr OusipoosHp 
(BQftfAm&sarl. 

Other sports 
GOlftWwI PvM CLP {S Ananst 
TBOflS: I3A Wcmeris QaBaiger (Soun- 
■RP«4 


Gaoup 1: England 3 
70 bt T Wmanabe tt, L 


ALFRED DUNHBi. CUP (St Anftuwt): 
“ -- ipiRCteydon 

mod 70 tx N 
Sato 73, M James 73 bt S toold UnH- 

ad Stttn 2 AiganUna 1 fMO Meara 67 
bt E Romero 67 alWh. B Ffcxon 72 loot to 
A Cabrera 68, J Leonard 65 bt J Cocam 
72t Qroup 2: Sundan 3 TWowi 0 (J Haag- 
onan 72 bt Hdeh Yli-^u 72 at 19th, J 
fWrMvft ffiSLu Hd-chuen 75 P-U Jo- 


rensscxi 71 bt Chen Uano-hsM; I 
1 Franca 2 (RAIortiy 7 f lost to Ffemaud 
7 U S EBawton 71 tostw J tel do WMa 71 
at S Appteby 68 bt U Farry 71 ). Grregi 

3 : Sooth Africa 2 Ireland i (RGoosanTD 
bt P McGMey 71 D Ftot 69 loat to P Har- 


rtngtor67, E Bs BBbt D Ctarfce71}: 


taid 2 Germany 1 (R F%sael 88 btT Gogae 
N, G Eksnd Jr 69 lost to A Ctiia 661 C Monp 
gomerie 67 btSStruvcr 73 LGroup 4 : 2 ]m- 
Mbwa 2 South Koraa 1 (N ftise 72 briUm 


IMF 

FUyl 


Iftica 72 bt IQm Jong-duefc W, U Mo- 
y 69 bt Mo JocngAyung 76 T Johnstone 
73 tost to Kang Wook-aoon 73 at 
Tonvny Horton seeks his sbclh title of 
the season when the Senior Tbuma- 


TODAY'S NUMBER 


ThenumberofRayoVal- 
lecano players sent off in 
Wednesday’s Spanish 
Second Division footbaS 
match at Llaida. The 
mateh was declared over, 
in accordance with the 
rule book, when Rayo 
were reduced to six men 
after a player went off in- 
jured in the 86th minuta 
Lleida won 3-1 


mert of Champions sterts today at 
The Buckinghamshire CUx Horton is 
already established as the Order of 
Merit winner for the second succes- 
sive year with a record £138^27 
prize money. 

BAfTAIN AND ftELANDTOAMMG SQUAD 
(Cutis Cup, 28-30 Now, CaMc Manor}: F 
Efeum (HeoaaftS Fanon an (LatwrrV R Kud- 



Hockey 

CHAMPKMe* TROPHY HEFTS TOUR- 
NAMENT (Adelaida): Spain 1 (Amur 29 ) 
Pakistan 1 JKalean To); AustiaEa S (Darias 
5 Qaudoki 25 Hddna 5 Q Nathertanoil (U> 
mans 35 L Lasdfog positions: 1 Austrate 
(P 4 , Pb 12 ): 2 Span ^- 7 ): 3 Gemany ( 4 - 7 ). 

Ice hockey 

NHL Oarotna 3 Buffalo 3 Ml: Toronto 4 
Oalroit 3 ; Rorida 2 Tfcmpa 8 ay t; Montre- 
al 1 PttwburBti 1 (art: Ottawa 5 New Mark 
Rangers 1 ; fltafinston 2 Chicago 0 ; Cot- 
orado 8 Et*nonton 2 ;Boston 5 £i 3 sAnge- 
les 3 PhfcKfa^hfa 2 Anahefen 2 (U). 


Rugby League 

Lancashire I 
mer New Ze^and forward, Kevin 
TamaH, as their U-tfcne manager.^ The 
Preston-based Second DMsnn cU> 
are now seekiig a replacement for 
Ibmati as coach. 

Two AustraBans, Andrew Schick and 
David Chapman, have signed new 
deete wtth Casttefond. Chapmaa 24. 
who joined Castteford 17 months 
ago, has been retained for two more 
seasons whie Schick, 27. has agreed 
a new one-year contract 

Rugby Union 

Neath have reinforced their squad by 
mer^ »Val a^ n ^iSr-21 ful-back, 

Matthew Evans, to that of the wales 
A forwwd, Lee Jones, made » hows 
earter from Cardfft 

Sailing 

Pai Cayard is revefrg in the strong 
winds and high speeds that have 
KsSOe ' — 


pushed his EF Language Into a 100- 
mte lead over Grant Datorfs Merit 
C 145 , with Knut Frostacfs ^novation 
feaffner another 10 mias behind In 
the Whitbread Baca 


WHITBREAD ROUND 1 HE WORLD RACE Ltf- 
eatpofattoraclEFLanguaBBlAtontastoto- 
Wi ol tat tog: 2 Merit Cup +163 rrta: 3 
VnoMdon fawner 683 : 4 Sft Cut + 3435 ; 
50«8de ftoctog -WJ8B5; SAmBnaftOafanff 
T Tod&a +6678; B Svwddi Mach 
+7974; 9 EF Educaon +ese9: 10 Bnfd- 
SUiergy +W& 

Pete Goss, partnered by Raphael 
Dfoei, wa8just about hanging on In 
his 50-foot BMW Performance to the 
live 60 -footers ahead of him after the 
first 1000 mles at the 4500-mfie 
doubiehanded Jacques \Mrfe race 
from Le Hawra France to Cartagena, 
Colombia. 

Snooker 



(NR 


Squash 

WOMEN'S WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP (Syd- 
ney, Aus) Second rounct S Wrtftt (Ena) bt P 
BssmslNZ) 93 B-i B- 0 ; L kvng t* N 
Qatoger (SA) 9-6 M M 9 - 6 : C Owens (Aus) 
trf J Ntafai (Eng)B -10 6 - 89-2 9-4 9 - 8 ;C 4 »d+ 
msn (End fa C Utah (SA| 92 95 08 : S Hormr 
<Eng)btFGeMS(BrtS 24494 &-i:MMar- 
tnjAuri taL Joyce (NZ) MMSCiSHtt 

GeraJcUAus) t* H Cocpw {AubI 9-3 9-3 9 - 6 : S 
Sctaene (Qm) U LChsman (Eng) 9-4 90 94 


Tennis 

CZECH UOOOR M 0 ISAJP TOURNAMENT 
(Ostreua) SfaKte, useond mind: T lta» 
MuQ bt P tartu (Nath) 6-3 7 - 6 ; u Norma n 
(Swa) bt O Prtnosl [Qari &2 64 : Q Ivantaevic 
(Ooa) bt M Damn (Cz hart 8 Biuguoa 
M J Tfeango 7-B 96 94 ; D Naigeo 
(TtJ bt P KwdafCz Rap) 4-6 92 7 -£ 
WOMEN'S EUROPEAN INDOOR CHAMPV 
ONSMPS (Zuridd Sogtes, aacond round: 
L Raymond (usfbr A Coetrw (SA 1 7-5 6 - 3 : N 
Ifaizas (Fr) bt D Vsn Rocat (BeO 6-3 6-7 7 - 8 : 
L Dwoepon (US) bt V Zvereva (Bala) 64 2-2 
(ZVarew wth dmr rfyrecj. 

LTA WONBrS CHALLENGB 1 (Soumamp- 
tn) Sfartaa. aacond round: 0 Baraban- 
sctwwa (Betel t» K Cross (GB) 6-2 6 - 1 : L 
WbottDffa (G^ bt M Scbntosr (Ger) 9293 : 
N Naorfc bl A Coeheteux (FT) 1-6 64 
6 - 1 ; KBoogen (Nsffi)bt E Cuutchet (Fr) 9-1 
6 - 1 ; E Koufcowskaya (Ttos) bt N DodiyJFrt 
8-2 9 - 1 ; E %tarkoM (Uo) n L C ourt da (Bal) 


92 7 - 5 ; OLiroina (Un bl LAM (GB) 92 7 - 5 ; 
L Cortawa (S Rap) et B Rfanar (Gar) 64 


Weightlifting 
Two Chtoese women wadUHtBrs, Jin 
Chwfan and Chen Xiaomi\ have tast- 
ed podthe for stimulants at Chinab 
Bghth National Games in Shanghai. 
Both have been banned from the 
Games and cotid tace further sanc- 
tions. In yesterday^ action Wa Xh 
angyfo set a world record of 2925kg 
for two Ifts in the 831® category. 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

Draw date: 15/10/97. The winning numbers: UL, 17, 30, 35, 39, 45. Bonus number: 47. 
Total Sales: £28,625,076. Prize Fund: £13,288,648 (45% of ticket sales plus £407,364 Superdraw funding). 






Match 6 (Jackpot) 

1 

£5.000.000 

£5,000.000 

Match 5 plus bonus ball 

5 

£282.623 

£1.413,115 

Match & 

" 316 

£2.794 

£882.904 

Match 4 

19.238 

£101 

£1.943,038 

Match 3 

404.929 

£10 

£4.049.290 

TOTALS 

424.489 


£13.288.347 j 


©Cawtot Group pic. Players must be 16 or over. 


Breakage (prtas rounded down to nearest £lj: £301. 
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Possible Gascoigne move sets off scramble for signature 


r 


The news that Paul 
Gascoigne could he 
available for transfer has 
alerted at least three 
English dubs. Aston Villa 
and Tottenham Hotspur 
could lace competition 
for the Rangers 
midfielder from an 
unlikely source - Crystal 
Palace. Afan Nixon reports 


Paul Gascoigne trained with 
Rangers yesterday as specula- 


tion grew that be could soon be 
leaving Glasgow in order to re- 
tum to England. 

Sources at Rangers said that 
Aston Villa and Tottenham 
Hotspur had inquired about 
Gascoigne’s availability, but 
that a third dub - belieired to 
be Crystal Palace - were also 
in the frame. 

It is .understood that Gas- 
coigne has not yet decided 
whether he wants to leave 
Ibrox, although Rangers have 
hinted that be could leave the 
dub if he so wished. The trans> 
far fee would probably be be- 
tween £3m and £4m, while the 


buying dub would also have to 
match Gascoigne’s current 
wages, believed to be around 
£40,000 per week. 

There have been reports 
that Glenn Hoddle, the Eng- 
land coach, advised Gascoigne 
that a return to English football 
would help him in his prepa- 
rations for the World Cup next 
year. Gascoigne is understood 
to have spoken to Mel Stein, 
his solicitor and agent, about a 
possible transfer while he was 
on World Cup duty with Eng- 
land last week. 

Villa and Tottenham are 
believed to have made firm in- 


quiries, while Palace are also 
understood to have expressed 
an interest Everton have also 
been suggested as a possible 
destination for the Rangers 
midfielder. 

Villa are unlikcty to conduct 
any negotiations until after their 
Uesfa Cup match away to Ath- 
letic BUbao next Tuesday. Brian 
little, the Villa manager, refused 
to be drawn cm the issue yes- 
terday. “Ws don't talk about 
playera wbo are under contract 
to other football dubs,” he said. 
“It is not a policy of oras, never 
has been and never will be." 

However, after Villa’s dis- 


appointing start to the season 
Gascoigne could be seen as the 
man to revive their fortunes. 
There were recriminations at 
ViDa Park yesterday following 
Wednesday’s 3-0 Coca-Cola 
Cap defeat at West Ham, with 
Gareth Southgate, the captain, 
ac qiyng his colleagues of lack- 
ing deshe. 

“What happened at West 
Ham wasn’t acceptable, and it’s 
happened on too marry occa- 
sions this season, 7 ' Southgate 
said. “We didn’t play with 
enough desire to get anything 
out of the game. I don’t want' 
to gp into individuals, but I do 


want to talk about the team - 
and as a group of players we 

need to pull our fingers out and 

liven up." 

Southgate, who has taken 

over the captaincy from the de- 

• . ■ 1 nuUlS 


coigne is believed to be a con- 
sequence of the finan ci al sup- 
port they have received in 
recent mouths from a- fan, 
Marie Goldberg, a Eondoa- 
based multi-mflliouaire bus»- 


did not think he should have to 
motivate the players. “I think 

we have to look at ourselves as 

a team of players and to look 
at ourselves individually to de- 
cide which way we want to go. 
If we want to play like we did 
at West Ham, like a middle of 
the table side, then we’re going 
the right way about it” 
Palace's interest in Gas- 


UChaUkUL • 

the recruitment of Attflkf lom- 
bazdo. Palace’s Italian in- 
ternational, and is understood 

to be an acquaintance of Steitu 

There has been a flurry of 
transfer activity at Selhorst 
Park this week. Iyaub BonettL 
die Italian midfielder who has 
also played for Grimsby and 
Ttanmere, has joined Palace on 
a wedk-to-week basis, while an 


exchange deal is being,Unedup! 
to bring the Wolves-foU-back} 
jamie-Smith to SelbumParkJ 
withthe forward DougteFrew^ 
man and the defender Kevift 
Muscat moving in the other 

rection. 4 

. Freedman’s contract- runs! 

the Scottish striker irUnderl 
stood to be keen to move after 
farting to win a regular first-} 


a 24-year-old Australian, is bd 
tiered to want to movc few 
similar reasons. * - - J 

Gascoigne 


to; 



Ferguson 
rules Keane 
out of finals 


The 

yoirt 


The Manchester United man- 1 
ager. Ales Ferguson, yesterday 
ruled the RepiibSc of Ireland 
midfielder Roy Keane out of 
next year’s Worid Cup' finals^ ' 
Ferguson does not believe 
Keane can recover from thej 





Australians Stuart Appleby plays out of a bunker at die II th against Frances Marc Farry at St Andrews yesterday. Appleby won, but France advanced 2-1 in the upset of the day 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Alterations to the Old Course receive mixed reception 


Alterations that have 
been made to the 
famous Old Course at St 
Andrews received a 
mixed reaction on the 
opening day of the 
Alfred Dunhill Cup. 

Andy Farrell reports. 


The great attraction of this 
event is the venue. St Andrews 
has been steeped in golf longer 
than anywhere else in the 
world. Even the New Course 
here is more venerable than 
most elsewhere and the Old 
Course is exactly that, the old- 


est, most unchanging setting for 
the ball-and-stick game. 

Until now that is. The Old 
Course has been changed. The 
AuJd Lady has been placed on 
a rack and extended by 161 
yards. Six new tees have been 
built in an attempt to increase 
the level of torture experi- 
enced by modern-day profes- 
sionals with their hi-tech balls 
and state of the an dubs. 

Action was needed after 
John Daly won the Open here 
two years ago. His victory was 
not unexpected. Michael 
Bouallack, the secretary of the 
Royal & Ancient - who are 
more . forward thinking than 
their image suggests - profited 


from a wager that Long John 
would prevail that week 

The Old Course has always 
evolved -it was once played the 
“other way round”, Le. from the 
fust tee to the 17th green -but 
the trouble with the links was 
that the difficulties, represent- 
ed by pot bunkers with names 
such the Coffins and the Prin- 
cipal’s Nose, were no longer in 
play not just for Daly, but a 
whole host of other big hitters. 

Colin Montgomerie and 
Ernie Els approve of the 
changes. “I cannot see any neg- 
atives to the changes," Els said. 
One of the old guard, Mark 
James, disagrees. “Unimagina- 
tive, unnecessary and irrele- 


vant, 7 ’ the English captain said. 

“If a course- is obviously 
flawed, then you try to do some- 
thing about II This is obvious- 
ly flawed because if you carry 
the ball 270 yards off the tee, 
there isn’t a bunker in play. But 
that still exists. Itdoesn't make 
a difference for the gorillas. It’s 
wide open. You can reduce it to 
nothing. So Tm told." 

At this point, James looked 
for guidance from his more 
youthful, long-hitting country- 
man Lee Westwood. “Mark 
plays a game with which I am not 
accustomed," the youngster 
chided his elder. “You won’t 
want to become accustomed to 
it," James replied. 


The English trio of James, 
Waitwood and Russell Qaycton 
beat Japan 3-Oto put pressure on 
the group’s top seeds, America, 
who dropped a point to Ar- 
gentina There was not much sub- 
tlety about the English strategy. 
Claydon. at 16 stone and more, 
was put out against the lightest 
Japanese player, T&ikasa Wttan- 
abe, and told to “flatten" his op- 
ponent This he did only thanks 
to Walanabe’s double-bogey at 
the Road Hole, the 17th, one that 
kin no need of making tougher. 

Justin Leonard set what is the 
new course record of 65, later 
equalled by Sweden's Jesper 
Pamevik, and had Curtis 
Strange's previous mark of 62 


within his sights when he had 
eight birdies in his first 12 holes. 
The Open champion said: “I 
never thought I would be eight 
under on this course. I was not 
hitting it dose, but holing a lot 
of 10 to 15 footers.” 

But with Brad Faxon losing 
to Angel Cabrera 68-72, the re- 
sult of the match was decided 
when Mark O’Meara beat Ed- 
uardo Romero at the first extra 
hole. Romero birdied the 17th 
to bring the match level, but 
then went in the bum at the first. 

The day's upset came from 
France, wbo beat Australia 
2-1. Patrice Tarnaud matched 
Robert Allenby’s birdie at the 
last to win by one, while Jean 


Vhn de \felde faded from 25 feet 
at the first extra hole to beat 
Steve EDdngton. 

That leaves Sweeten, wbo de- 
feated Taiwan 3-0, in command 
in GroupTJro, white South Africa 
and Scotland both came out 
2-1 winners over Ireland and Ger- 
many respectively in what should 
be the most closely fought group. 
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month in time to play in France} 
should the Republic beat Bel* . - 
gium in the play-offs. - ^ 

“I think we could have hint) •• 
bade training in April, bud- •••• 
there’s a big difference between! ■ } ■ 
training and taking part in foob V- 
ballT* Ferguson said. “You're’ .. 
looking more to the start of nest 
season rather than the start of - J . 
the Wbrid Cup in June." •- : 

Although the Argentinian 
club River Plate have now ex- 
pressed an interest in selling *. - 
their Chilean international 
striker Marcefo Salas, Fterguson * 
has denied that a move to _ ; 
United is imminent for Salas.4g£. 

Blackburn Rovers are to al- 
low their Danish striker Per 
Pedersen to join the German 
side Bonissia MOnchenglad- 
bach on loan for the season. ’ ' . 

The Southampton striker -r" 
Egfi Ostemtad is to consult a •? 
specialist after breaking down ’-y 
with a recurrence of the ankle 
injury which has dogged him all 
season. The Norwegian, who 
failed to complete the first half 
of Tuesday's Coca-Cola Cup tie 
against Barnsley, could be out 
for several months. 

Tbttenham have denied re- . 
ports that their striker Les Fer^ -' 
din and has had a second^/ 
operation on a stomach, muscle 1 
injury and will be out of action 
for up to three months. He had 
a minor operation to cure an , 
abdominal strain last Friday. • 
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Villeneuve appeal withdrawn 



Williams-Renault have 
taken the path of least 
resistance and accepted 
Jacques VTUeneuve's 
punishment, which shifts 
the balance of the world 
championship in Michael 
SchumacherV; favour. 
Derick ABsop reports 


ACROSS 

I Game in which viewers are 
kept in the dark? (5-4, A) 

10 Stars from old city appeal to 
Barbara, for instance (4. 5 j 

I I Coin bead uppermost (5) 

12 Over in Syria hitchhiking’s 
fraught with dancer (5) 

13 Instrument attached to new 
sander is odd (6-3) 

14 Royal attendant and king 
getting entangled in East- 
ern question (7) 

16 Building may be seen by 
journalist provided formali- 
ty’s adhered to (7) 

18 Soon English wul be cur- 
tailed to accommodate reli- 
gious education, see (7) 

20 Register shows account 
opened by staff in Los An- 

21 

soldier strives 
desperately to protect sov- 


ereiga(9) 

23 Large vessel from Korea or 
Taiwan (5) 

24 Extremists from Austria reg- 
ularly interrupting writer’s 


sponge suggests infective 
agent (9) 

7 Meal for 4 divided hy 50? 


25 Drinks stmplier with maga- 
zine to deliver (9) 

26 I'm entertained in a way 
that's impossible to put a 
figure on (13) 


8 Sticks paper underneath 
grapevine (4^) 

9 It shows how much a ple- 
beian can be above re- 


2 Weariness with which Scots 
girl's accepted bet you of- 
fered ultimately (9) 

3 Short time taken up by anti- 
development campaigner? 

4 Greatness and goodness - 
there's a witticism in that (7) 

5 Tfell North American artist 
to infiltrate Irish broadcast- 


6 Subtle trace one found in 


15 River depicted by painter in 
Gironde resort (3,6) 

17 Get more drank in pub oh 
street extremely near centre 

19 SLerve Government 
leader and one politician in 
university establishment (7) 

20 Antithetical espresion 
from eulogist of Caesar, J? 
(7) 

22 Wav German article defines 
‘beer-mug" (5) 

23 Pale woman seen in centre 
of verandah (5) 


Williams-Renault have with- 
drawn their appeal against 
Jacques Villeneuve’s disquali- 
fication at the Japanese Grand 
Prix, so forfeiting his two points 
and sending him into the final 
race of the Formula One worid 
championship, on Sunday 
week, trailing Fezrarfs Michael 
Schumacher by a point. 

VDlencuvc raced under ap- 
peal at Suzuka last Sunday af- 
ter the stewards invoked a 
one-race ban - imposed at last 
month's Italian Grand Prix but 
suspended for nine races - on 
the Canadian for failing to slow 
down at yellow warning flags. 
He finished fifth, which provi- 
sionally kept him ahead of 
Schumacher, the race winner. 

Few gave Villeneuve any 
hope of keeping the two points 
he earned at an F1A appeal 


court hearing, scheduled for 
next Tuesday and the president 
of the international governing 
body. Max Mosley, indicated 
that Williams should drop their 
case. He said Villeneuve risked 
not only losing his two points 
from Japan but also disqualifi- 
cation for Lhe concluding Eu- 
ropean Grand Prix, at Jerez, 
which would hand the title to 
the German. Mosley, however, 
insisted he was not threatening 
the Oxfordshire-based team. 

Dearly, however, Williams 
have interpreted the message to 
that effect and announced yes- 
terday that “having reviewed all 
relevant circumstances" they 
had withdrawn the appeal. 

A brief statement concluded: 
"The two points awarded to 
Jacques in Japan have been 
withdrawn and the penalty of a 
suspended one-race ban imposed 
on him at (he Italian Grand Prix 
has been discharged". 
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Pazienza has 
to pay fine to 
meet Graham 


* f#*W nSftizvi (Ger? WSoji«^< 
fenui + l37&*x 3 e 


RQfwjB +1378* 3 E nuns 
♦36304; 4 M Httttwn £W MUonr^MModas 
+3W8S; 5 J Ateal (Frt BcwHooJRoibmi 
■ ntuWft B J Bertwi fQ8? S*jberflMioni» 
+41630. 

Mww; wtHM ctmvbMHpc 1 vatneuw 

79ptt ;2 M Schumacher 78; 3 Ffannen «: 4 


Wt 7 Mu 23; 11 HeitMl M; ?3 0 m 7. 
CBwnwaora' ehmpferitfitp: 1 wnams 

tfflstaaF«T«WJ;OB»WWW 


j Vinnie Pazienza. a twice former 
: world champion, will have to 
pay an outstanding fine of 
: $5,000 (£3,200) for hitting a ref- 
: eree if he is to fight Herol Gra- 
: ham on 6 December. 

Pazienza is serving a 90-day 
j suspension imposed by the 

■ New Jersey Commission for 
i striking the official, Tony Or- 
j lan do, in his last fight, against 
! Dana Rosenblatt 14 months 
: ago. Unless the American pays 

: up, the British Board of Con- 
! trol wfl] not allow him to meet 

• Graham at the Goresbrook 
; Leisure Centre in Dagenham, 

However, Pazinenza’s man- 
ager, Art Pelullo, insists the fine 

■ will be paid shortly. 

Pazienza floored Orlando 
I after stopping Rosenblatt in the, 
i fourth round of a World Box- 
i ing Union super-middleweight 
! title fight in August 2996. 

Graham’s promoter, Frank 
; Maloney, is ready to offer $lm 
; to the winner to meet either 

; Robin Reid, the World Boxing 
; Council title holder, or Joe 

• Calzaghc, who has the World 
Boxing Organisation crown. 
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